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Just 1 0 miles northwest of Lawton, 
Lake Lawton k a offers a variety of 
fun-in-the-sun activities. Whether 
you're looking to ski, jet-ski, wet- 
hike, or sail-board, you can find 
your adventure at Lake Lawtonka* 
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lake Elmer Thomas Recreational Area rests at the foot 
of Mount Scott, northeast of Lawton. By day or by 
night, you can find family fun amidst the natural scenic 
beauty of LETRA. 


More information on any of the 
Lawton Fort Sill area lakes and 

RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES IS AVAILABLE FROM THE 

Lawton Fort Sill Chamber of Commerce 

629 SW C Avenue, Lawton, OK 7350 1 
I -800-872-4540 www.LCCl.ORG 


Located 14 miles north of Lawton, 
Lake Eifsworth is known as one of 
Oklahoma's premier fishing spots. 
If fine fishing and out-of-the-way 
camping are on your agenda, be 
sure to visit Lake Ellsworth. 
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59,020 acres and 1 1 scenic lakes make up the Wichita 
Mountain Wildlife Refuge, Hike, observe wildlife, fish, or 
just relax and enjoy the beauty of the Wichita Mountains. 















WCs/ j^or the adventure of a lifetime. From the 
nation's finest minor league baseball park to our new canal that 
winds through the historic BrEcktown district in downtown Oklahoma 
City, there's plenty to see and do. Let the natural wonders of the 
world surround you in our new IWERKS large format theater. Our 
nationally acclaimed zoo boasts animals from every corner of the 
globe. The National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum can transport 
you back to the days of the wagon train. There's so much more, 
of course. Come to Oklahoma City and see how the west was fun. 
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Amtrak® offers Daily Service throughout 
Oklahoma and to over 500 other Destinations. 


The Amtrak Heartland Flyer is your ticket to fun, with daily departures to Oklahoma City, Norman, Ardmore, Purcell and 
Pauls Valley. Plus, convenient connections to other great destinations like Dallas, San Antonio, Austin, and Tucson. 
Big, comfortable reclining seats, picturesque views, and plenty of room to mix and mingle. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Click on www.amtrak.com, call your travel agent or 1-800-USA-RAIL. 


'^AMTRAK 

www.amtrak.com 
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Airborne 30 

It's a bird. It's a plane. It's the Gatesway Balloon Festival. 
The award-winning annual event sets up camp for a 
three-day stay In Tulsa. 

BY 5TEFFIE CORCORAN 

Risen from the Ashes 36 

All good things come to those who wait At last, 
southwestern Oklahoma welcomes Quartz Mountain 
Resort Arts and Conference Center, a new, first-class 
facility amid the ancient Wichita Mountains. 

BY MARY LOGAN WOLF 

Editors' Picks: 45 Places Every 
Oklahoman Should Visit 42 

From hundreds of worthy possibi lities, Oklahoma Today's 
editors culled to forty-five go-to travel spots from every 
nook and cranny of the state. Turn here for Oklahoma's 
most delicious destinations. 

An Exemplary Discovery 54 

Samosas. Tandoori chicken. Naan. Don't be afraid to 
sample the exotic-sounding menu items. At Norman's 
Mi sal of India Bistro, an open mind means a satisfied 
appetite. BY ROBERT HENRY 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY JOHN JERNIGAN 
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This pager The Oklahoma Frontier Drug Store & 
Museum in Guthrie, photographed by Fred W. 
Marvel, resembles a tum-of-the-<entury drug- 
store. The town of Guthrie is among the destina- 
tions listed in "45 Places/ 

Caver: The National Route 66 Museum in Elk City, 
photographed by J.D. Merryweather. The Mother 
Road itself is number 25 in '45 Places/ 
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Ponca City native John Elk is a 3 

co n tri b u ti ng ed i tor to Oklahoma % 

Today, A travel stock pkotogra- 5 

pher, Elk now makes his home in ■ ■ 

* ^ + < 

Oakland T Cal j fo rn i a T wi th h i s wife 

Claude, Together, they maintain a 

growing library of 300,000 images 

from thirty states and more than 

fifty countries. The Elks, who 

have been married twenty-five 

years, are on the road about half 

the year shooting new material 

Their Oklahoma stock includes about 14,000 images, “Since 1992, I've made four 

lengthy visits to Oklahoma and several shorter ones," says Elk, The products of 

those trips can be found often in the magazine. Look for it in this issue Is “Where 

Are You?” “45 Places," and “Getaway Guide.” In addition to regular appearances in 

Oklahoma Today , Elk’s photos have appeared in many national magazines, 

guidebooks, textbooks, and calendars, A member of several national photography 

organizations, Elk has been shooting professionally for nearly three decades. 



“Its a monster," says senior editor Steffie 
Corcoran about her department , The 
Range. “We typically work with younger or 
very busy freelancers in this department. 
Bringing it all together is an enjoyable 
challenge." Corcoran, who also wrote 
“Airborne" and contributed to “45 Places,” 
frequently writes for the magazine. (‘Tm the 
first to volunteer for all of those plum B&B 
assignments."} Relaxation for the former 
English teacher is serious business, whether 
she’s tucked away with a good book, playing 
with her dog, practicing yoga, or traveling to 
Tulsa to visit her family. Corcoran has been 
with Oklahoma Today since 199 1 , first as a 
freelance copyeditor. She joined the staff 
full-time in July 2000. 


Robert Henry won’t decide on his favorite 
book — the task, he says, is far too daunting — 
but he will name his favorite work about 
Oklahoma: Angie Debo’s 1949 classic, 
Oklahoma: Foot-Loose and Fancy-Free , He calls 
it “the most perceptive filter through which to 
view Oklahoma.” The Shawnee native, who 
wrote this issue s restaurant profile (“An 
Exemplary Discovery," page 54), is a dyed-in- 
the- wool Renaissance man with equal passions 
for art and gardening. A federal judge by day, he 
is in particular an Indian art collector and counts 
artist Woody Crunibo (“a paradigm -shifting 
painter, one of the most natively intellectual of 
American artists") among his favorites. 
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She wouldn’t be here without them. 
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The first step when your health really matters. 


A few months ago* 
Tina started 
contractions 16 
weeks early. 

Her local hospital wasn't equipped 
for a child this young, so they rushed 
her baby to The Childrens Hospital 
at OU MEDICAL CENTER. 

There, pediatric specialists use the 
latest advances in medicine and 
research to treat even the tiniest 
premature babies with life-saving care. 


Today, little Hannah is alive and 
thriving thanks to the exceptional 
pediatric team of physicians and 
nurses at the Childrens Hospital at 
OU MEDICAL CENTER, 

To find a doctor affiliated with 
OU MEDICAL. CENTER, call 
271-5000 or log on at 
wvvw.011medcenter.com, when your 
health really matters. 





"when your^health really matters. 
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^CHILDREN'S 

H O S P I I A 1 


MEDICAL 

CENTER 


Minuter from UnViTiinwn. Hrickttfufn & silty pari of h mu 
Juvi cast i»f ryth & I IticoI n i ; ■ • ■ ■ F. vmftt Dm e t >KC + OK i 

w w w. o u 1 1 1 edeent er . com 


HCA Health Services of Oklahoma, Inc (d b.a. OU WEDICAl CENTER) is not part of, nor operated by. the University of Oklahoma 



'The human animal differs from the lesser primates in his passion for lists of Ten Best.'" 

— American journalist and former Tulsa Tribune writer H. Allen Smith 


E d i to r 's Letter 



ANIMAL MAGNETISM 

We have a tradition at the magazine of 
featuring our pets in various layouts. In 
November/December 2001 r we 
included editorial mascot Ruby, Steffie 
Corcoran s fen-year-old dag, In the 
Year in Review 200 1 issue, art director 
Steven Walker resurrected a photo of 
his baby beagle, Belle. In this issue, we 
have designer Audi Tomek s Chester in 
Calendar (page 15] and Walker 
Creative art director Amyjohnson s 
dag, Bear, retrieves the paper in 
Marketplace (page 1 2). Not to be left 
out, two of my th re e-Guthrie, below, 
and Willie, above-have entered the 
fray. (Regrettably, they would not agree 
to be photographed together.) We 
expect future appearances by Maggie, 
Jacks, Ozzie, and Daisy Mae. 



THE FORTY-SIXTH PLACE 



After a breathless tour of the first forty-five (*'45 Places Every Oklahoman Should Visit"), 1 
confess that die forty-sixth place 1 would visit is home, preferably lounging in lied with my 
menagerie of pets, fotilely trying to coax territorial cats Guthrie and his sister Still Water into 
peaceful cohabitation with newest addition Willie, mv — no bias — Hollywood-cute, personality 
deluxe, recendy adopted, loyal dog (thanks be to the Tulsa Animal Shelter), Home, despite its 
many complications, is a welcome respite from vacation central. 

For senior editor Steffie Corcoran— though I know she would readily admit to her own 
home, too— anyone else's historic home is her forty-sixth place (ideas, ideas). For 
contributing editor Robert Henry, who wrote "An Exemplary Discovery" (page 54), the 
forty-sixth place would be the History of Science Collections at OU or the Oklahoma 
School of Science and Mathematics (a profile of which will appear in the next issue of 
Oklahoma Today) in Oklahoma City. For his, my dad would name the National Four- 
String Banjo Hall of Fame Museum in Guthrie. Associate editor Andrea Walker says 
Okemah, Publisher Joan Henderson? Fm going to bet — baker that she is — a tour of first- 
class confectionaries would complete her list. 

Oklahoma, the forty-sixth star, is host to many hundreds of favorite morsels of history, 
comfort, retreat, and enlightenment. Any editorial list, therefore, is inherently flawed and 
debatable. Dare 1 say it, that's why magazine editors en masse create these beasts of 
burden. Visual and textual stimuli for the reader, lists like "45 Places” primarily set the 
stage for dialogue, creating a contextual launch pad for both the reader's own list and their 
actual summertime travel plans. We hope this list will provoke response (my email address 
is below) and action (time to get more dollars on the PikePass account). In short, we 
expect to get all kinds of mileage our of “45 Places Every Oklahoman Should Visit.” 

In actuality, “45 Places” started at 50. Then, due to space constraints (not government 
cutbacks, thank you very much), it became 47, then 46, then 45. 1 know — but won’t reveal — 
what the actual 46 through 50 originally were. Still, as a reader-driven magazine, it’s time to 
put your destination wits to use. We know some of you will contest our editors’ picks. When 
you do, bear in mind that the “list** while numbered one through forty-five, is arranged 
alphabetically. Number one, therefore, has no greater status than number seventeen. Rather 
than sounding off about what we didn’t include (believe it or not, we love that, too), we ask 
you to go one step further. Where is your forty-sixth place? Is it a museum? A historic neighbor- 
hood? A state park? Is it vour grandmother’s house? Why? 

Herewith, we re launching an informal reader survey. Email, mail, or fax us your sugges cion 
for the 46 c]l Place. (Address entries to “46 lh Place.”) If we select yours from among the entries, 
we ll send you our standard prize, the much-coveted Oklahoma Today T-shirt. Results 
published in two months. 

As for the animal kingdom at home, Guthrie and Still Water have begun sporadic forays 
back to the foot of the bed, Willie remain i ngjpauenr for as long as he can. A jfaoment of 
peaceful sniffing, and then they’re all off andfrunningS-* 1 h!\ ^ / /* y' — 

See vou next time. I V V, 

[y mccune@ OKLAHOMA 
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DIABETES? 


Give us 1 9 days and we 
can change your life. 



u 


I'd like to share our exciting program with 
you. Give us just a few minutes to get to know 
you, and discuss how we might best help you. 

Our medical staff and other professionals 
will help you master your diabetes. 

One-on-one education focuses on your needs. 


Call Now for Our 
Free Self-Help Video 
That Provides Seven 
Steps to Mastering 
Your Diabetes 

800 * 213*8955 


Franklin House, M.D. 

President, 

Lifestyle Center of America 


Lifestyle Center of America 

Changing Lifestyles, Restoring Health 


Lifestyle Center of America 
in Oklahoma's Arbuckle Mountains 
Route 1, Box 4001, Sulphur, OK 73086 

www.lifestylecenter.org 


"We should always keep a corner of our heads open and free, that we may make 
room for the opinions of our friends. — Joubert 


Feed Back 


Roinbow Redux 

I am a native Oklahoman living in 
Georgia* I only get to go back home about 
once a year, and I treasure the time I'm 
there. My grandparents give me a gift sub- 
scription to your magazine every year. The 
article on the Panhandle in the last issue 
was one of my favorites of all the issues I 
have read (“North by Northwest,” May/ 
June 2002), I have never been in that part 
of the state, and the article was very infor- 
mative. The pictures were also an excellent 
addition — my particular favorite was the 
one with the double rainbow. Your maga- 
zine has always been a pleasure to read, I 
eagerly look forward to every issue. Thank 
you for the hard work. It gives this Okie a 
taste of home away from home. 

Stephen Fenn 
JONESBORO, GEORGIA 

Home on the Range 

My family subscribes to Oklahoma To- 
day , and we enjoyed reading “North by 
Northwest" by Chad Love (May/June 
2002). My wife and I are from Woodward 
and are friends of Hal and Fern Cooper s 
grandchildren. I will be sending them cop- 
ies of the magazine so they can enjoy the 
beautiful sunset and sagebrush photo- 
graphs. Thanks a million. 

John R. Taylor 
OKLAHOMA CITY 


Setting the Bar Too High 

Enough already! Please stop making the 
magazine look like it is written by a whole 
bunch of people with nothing to do but 
pursue their hobbies. You seem to have a 
penchant for seeing how many awards 
your photographers can win. We need up- 
to-date information the average Oklaho- 
man can use to find places to go and things 
to do. There are far more of us than the 
artistic elite whom you seem determined 
to please. We do not need artistic educa- 
tion. We enjoy good arc, but we also want 
useful information. Unless things change, 
we will not be resubscribing. 

Robert and Danetta Rogers 
BARTLESVILLE 

Simple Pleasures 

I love this magazine! 

Bob Harkrider 
AUSTIN, TEXAS 

Native American Necessity 

As an avid reader of your magazine lor a 
number of years, 1 believe that your cover- 
age of the Native American community is 
absolutely necessary to society at large 
{“Feedback,” May/June 2002). Native 
Americans continue to be fascinating 
people who contribute richly to Gkla- 
ho m a . G eo rge You n k i n , a go ve r n m e n t a r- 
chivist who gathered data for a five-state 


area {including Oklahoma) in the 1930s tc 
document a census ot Native Americans, 
was a mentor to me. Because of his influ- 
ence, I was fortunate enough to becomt 
triends with many Native Americans, par- 
ticularly those of Kiowa descent. 

1 started subscribing to your magazine 
because of the Native American content ; 
and I have seen many of my deserving 
friends recognized. Thank you for your 
contribution in educating and sharing vi- 
tal information. 

Rebecca L Kelly 
ARLINGTON, TEXAS 

In the May/June 2002 Oklahoma Today 
a reader stated that she believed the Native 
American content of this superb magazine 
was “excessive." II even hall oi the conteni 
of Oklahoma Today were devoted to the Na- 
tive American, especially subjects pertaining 
to medical, job, sociological, psychological, 
and academic opportunities, that would not 
be too much. 

U n told t ho usa n ds o f N at i ve Am e r i can s 
from Oklahoma reside in many of the 
fifty states and enjoy the articles of Okla- 
homa Today , especially those related to 
Native American Indians. Many ot the 
252.420 Native Americans living in 
Oklahoma today are descendants from 
the original sixty-seven tribes inhabiting 
Indian Territory. 

Consider how many Oklahoma lakes, 
mountains, mountain ranges, counties, riv- 
ers, towns, and cities have Native American- 
related names. Consider the state sea! of 
Oklahoma, the state flag, the state animal, 
the state wildflower — all are Native Ameri- 
can in symbol. There could never be “too 
much" Native American content in Okla- 
homa Today. And yes, I was born in Pryor, 
Oklahoma, and 1 am a very proud member 
of the Cherokee Nation. 

Jimmie Werther (Greywolf) 
BAKERSFIELD, CALIFORNIA 


CONGRATULATIONS! 

KUDOS TO CONTEST WINNERS 

Our Firs! '"Where Are You?" contest (March /April 2002) was wav loo 
difficult; sixty entries but just one winner (the answer was Osage Hills State 
Park). We gave you an easier time fast go-around (May/June 2002). Of the 
forty correct entries (the answer; Dog Iron Ranch), we randomly drew the 
following ten winners; Sandy Kinney of Norman; Dave Dreisker of Bartlesville; 
Janet Orton of Ramona; Jean Vowel I of Walters; Jo Sperry of Cherokee; 
William Hill of Ellicott City, Maryland; Mary Lou Ferguson of Ponca City; Robin 
Robertson of Duncan; Karen Burton of Luther; and Nancy Moore of Norman. 
Winners received an Oklahoma Today T-shirt. 
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Loved the Lakes 

1 currently live in Seattle, but 1 am an 
Oklahoma native* A friend of mine for- 
warded the latest issue to me (May/June 
2002). As soon as 1 saw the cover, l remem- 
bered how beautiful Oklahoma can be. The 
accompanying lake portfolio (“And Still the 
Waters Run”) brought back many memories 
of sultry, sull, spring evenings camping at 
lakes or just sitting on the porch with family. 
The photographer, Yousef Khanfar, really 
captured that feeling* It was especially appre- 
ciated since we have had an extra wet and 
gray spring here in the Northwest* 

Thanks for putting out such a great maga- 
zine. 1 may have to get a subscription* 

Roy Moriindole 
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 

Couldn't Take 'Em 

Surely someone could find five pictures 
that show the beauty of Oklahoma lakes 
rather than the bare trees and rocks shown for 
all but Lake Oologah* Come on* Love your 
magazine, but this did not put Oklahoma's 
best foot forward* 

Alan McCormick 
TULSA 

Family Doctor 

I'm just getting around to expressing my 
delight in reading Oklahoma Today 7 espe- 
cially the Health issue (March/April 2002) 
and the article “Frontier Medicine.” My late 
husband's grand lather, “Doc Sellers,” was a 
horse- and- buggy doctor in the early 1 800s in 
the Grandfleld area. 

Doc made house calls sometimes just on 
his horse* Once, when he was going down a 
tree-lined road, his horse balked. He tried to 


spur him on, to no avail* He then whacked 
him on the behind, and, as they were going 
under a tree, a black panther jumped and 
clawed the rump of the horse. 

On a separate note, I've been receiving is- 
sues of Oklahoma 1 odny since the early 1 980s 
and decided to give my siblings subscriptions 
for Christmas. My sister in Prague enjoys the 
articles, and my brother, who went to Cali- 
fornia in the 1 940s, is still an Okie at heart. 
He shares his issues with his Okie friends* Ir 
makes them feel at home, they say, especially 
the fun times in Pittsburg County, Thank 
you for making their lives more enjoyable, 

Billye Lyne 
TULSA 

Medical Oversight 

l was disappointed that the Healrh issue 
made no mention of Dr. Isabel Cobb. She 
was believed to be the first female medical 
doctor west of the Mississippi. After gradu- 
ating from the Womans Medical College in 
Philadelphia and completing a two-year in- 
ternship, she set up practice in her home six 
miles southeast of Wagoner, Indian Terri- 
tory, in 1892. Besides seeing patients there, 
she traveled by buggy to their homes, some- 
times in Fort Gibson or Muskogee* 

She delivered my daddy, all of his siblings, 
many cousins, and my sister. My parents 
moved to Okmulgee before l was born, and 
I always felt cheated that 1 was not delivered 
by my great-aunt* After a broken hip in 
1 930, she was forced to give up her practice. 
She also has been written about in the Jour- 
nal of the Oklahoma State Medical Association 
and The Chronicles of Oklahoma. 

Betty Ruth Cobb Dilley 
BROKEN ARROW 



Dr* Isabel Cobb, believed to be 
the first woman doctor west of 
the Mississippi, maintained a 
practice near Wagoner, 

Gone But Not Forgotten 

In your March/April 2002 Health issue, 
several hospitals and medical centers were 
mentioned* l was wondering, is there no 
hospital on Capitol Hill? Our son was born 
at the Capitol Hill General Hospital. Is ir 
still there? Thank you for your fine outline 
on the hospitals and medical centers located 
in the state of Oklahoma. It truly shines. 

Margaret Blazer 
GLENDALE, ARIZONA 

Capitol Hill General dosed in / 965 , giv- 
ing way to South Community Hospital, to- 
day known as Southwest Medical Center. 


Oklahoma Today welcomes the views of 
readers. Letters are subject to editing 
and must include name, address, and o 
daytime phone number. Send letters to: 
Oklahoma Today , Attn: Editor, P.O. Box 
53384, Oklahoma City, OK 73 \ 52 or 
fax to (405] 522-4588. Address elec- 
tronic moil to letter$@oklahoma today.com. 


WHERE ARE YOU? 

AN OKLAHOMA TO&AY CONTEST 

This area in southern Oklahoma was once described as 
the 'peaceful valley of rippling wafers" by early American 
Indian visitors. From cool breezes on shaded trails to 
bubbling springs and creeks, Mother Nature has provided 
plenty of activity and relaxation for visitors here. Oh, and be 
sure to grab a swimsuit — there's lots of water around. Do you 
know where you are? If you need a little more help, check out 
"45 Places Every Oklahoman Should Visit" [page 36). It just 
might have mode the list. Mail entries to Oklahoma Today, 
Attention: "Where Are You?" Contest, P O. Box 53384, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73152. Three winners will be drawn 
from all correct entries received by July 22* 
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MARKETPLACE 


"Never pick □ Fight with someone who buys his ink by the barrel. — -Mark Twain 


FIT TO PRINT 





Get the goods on Oklahoma's 
longtime watchdogs. An 
inside glimpse of newspapers 
across the state. 

By Anne Schlesselman 
Photography by John Jernigan 
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A An Award Winner 

Sequoyah County Times 
publishers Jim and Becky 
Mayo have been keeping 
Sal I i saw and eastern Okla- 
homa on its toes with their 
109-year-old paper, pub- 
lished each Thursday and 
Sunday. In February 2002, 
the couple, who celebrates 
seventy years of family 
ownership this summer, was 
awarded the Beachy 
Mussel man Award Tor 
outstanding contribution to 
newspaper journalism" 1 from 
the Oklahoma Newspaper 
Foundation. $19.50 to $38.50 
per year. (918) 775-4433. 


< Content Is King 

The Black Chronicle s niche has been ro 
address issues from an African American 
perspective, says publisher Russell M. Perry 
who also serves as Oklahoma Secretary of 
Commerce. The Black Chronicle, which ha* 
covered African American culture both 
local and national since 1979. recently 
launched another edition, the Tulsa 
Oklahoma Black Chronicle. $ 1 9.60 per year 
(405) 424-4695 or blackchromde.com. 


► Grandfather Clause 

Fa m i 1 y-o w ned s i nee 
1 9 1 0, the Lawton 
Constitution muscled 
its way to the top. 

Then, competition 
was more like war, 
especially between the 
Lawton Constitution 
and the Lawton News. 

In 1923, however, the 
Shepler brothers — who 
owned the Constitution — 
purchased the News. 

Today, great-grandsons 
Donald S. and Stephen F. 
Bendey are current copublishers 
of the Lawton Constitution* 
published daily. In -state sub- 
scriptions cost $130; out-of- 
state, $ 1 67. (800) 364-3636 or 
1 aw to a -Co ns ti t utio n .co m , 


1 0 
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T-Town Times 

The Tulsa Worlds owned by 
the Lonon family since 
1905 and currently led by 
Robert E. Lorton, consis- 
tently takes the top slot in 
statewide journalism 
competitions. One popular 
section is Spot, a weekly 
magazine featuring the best 
ol local talent and show 
times. Subscriptions cost $15 
monthly, $180 annually, 
(918) 582-0921 or 
tuisaworid.com. 


▼ Media Mix 

December 2000 marked the 
beginning of an Oklahoma 
Qty media convergence. The 
I Daily Oklahoman a 1 1 ied wit h 
I News 9, a local television 
I station, consequently upgrad- 
ing coverage in print, on 
television, and online. Annual 
subscriptions to die Oklaho- 
man, the state's largest 
circulation daily newspaper, 
run $150. (877) 987-2737 or 
iiewsok.com. 


Family Business 

I n 1918, the merging of the 
Ponca City Democrat and the 
Ponca City Courier resulted in 
the Ponca City News. The 
paper, family-owned by the 
Much mores since 1919, 
covers nationwide and local 
news every day but Saturday, 
Subscriptions range from 
$76 to $100 per year, 

£ (580) 765-331 1 or 

poncadcynews.com. ^ 


A War of Words 

From 1893 to the early 1930s, 
twenty-eight dailies, mornings, 
and weeklies struggled to beat out 
the competition in Enid’s 
newspaper market. In 1923, the 
Enid Morning News and the Enid 
Daily Eagle announced consoli- 
dated ownership of the two papers 
and eventually merged to become 
f the Enid News CT Eagle, today the 
fourth -largest paper in Oklahoma. 
$ 1 0.40 per month or S 1 1 5.80 per 
year for seven days a week. (800) 
299-6397 orenidnews.com. 


TSews 


onca City 


▼ A local Angle 

The Purcell Register, publisher 
each Thursday, has a 
circulation of 4,639, ‘’Ninety- 
nine percent of the news we 
cover is local," says John D. 
Montgomery, the paper's 
publisher (or the last twelve 
years and its eighth publisher 
since 1 887. '‘We like to help 
promote and provide 

community leader- 
3^ ship. ’ Subscript ions 
are $18 to $30 per 
year. (405) 527-2126 or 
pu reel I regis ter, com. 




Cornering the 
Market 

Independently n\v ned 

since 1934, Larry R. V 
Wade rook the helm of V 
the Elk City Daily News V 
in 1972. With a pinch of j 
nationwide news, he says V 
the paper primarily 
addresses statewide news 
and localizes it. “Our 
coverage wraps around six 
counties. Therefore, the 
paper tends to be a little fjl 
more regional in coverage. 

The Elk City Daily News is 
published daily except Saturday, 
Subscriptions range from 579 to 
$110 per year. (580) 225-3000. 


a News Junkie 

Indian Terri tory’s first newspaper, 
the Muskogee Daily Phoenix, 
became a daily in 1901 , First 
called the Indian Journal, the 
paper remained family-owned 
until 1977, when Gannett took 
over. The award-winning paper 
reaches seven Oklahoma counties 
around east-central Oklahoma; 
circulation is approximately 
20,000. Subscriptions are $1 1.50 
per month, $142.08 annually. 
(800) 730-3649* 


MARKETPLACE 




Arts e» l 
Cultural 
Kids Fun 

Baseball, 


entire family 

1 1 Chickasaw 

tB Nation 


; anu Hrt nM'nn • ucm ff,, y 


chickasaw- 





MYRI1AU OAHOLNS. FTOW, MARVE L BUFFALO. COURTESY DEPT. Of WILDLIFE. BEAUTY AMD THE BEAST. JOAN 



' PaFriofism is easy fo understand in America; it means looking out for yourself by looking out for your country 

— “Calvin Coafidge 


JulyTemperatures 




▲ 7 

Spend your evening 
of the Myriad 
Baton ical Garden's 
Sunday Twilight 
Concerts in 
Oklahoma City. 
Coni moke it 
tonight? Concerts 
□re offered every 
Sunday this month. 


14 

Celebrate Woody 
Guthrie's 90th 
birthday on the last 
day of the Woody 
Guthrie Folk Music 
Festival in his home- 
town of Okemah. 


Celebrate AntT 
Boredom month: 
Throw together 
some picnic 
goodies, grab o 
blanket and hiking 
boots, and Head to 
the Wichita 
Mountains for an 
early summer escape. 


8 

Grob your chaps 
and spurs! The 
international Finals 
Youth Rodeo is this 
week in Shawnee at 
the expo center. 
Watch the young 
bucko raos battle it 
out for the 
championship title. 


15 

Need a creative 
outlet? Take a pottery 
or photography class 
at City Arts Center in 
Oklahoma City. 
Session II far adults 


Forget about that 
New Year's 
resolution? Give 
yourself a second 
chance. Today is 
the halfway point 
of 2002. 


Join country band 
Lonestar tonight at 
7:30 p.m. ot Fort Sill 
in Lawton for the 
Miller Genuine Draft 
Army Concert Tour. 
For $ 1 7„ you'll get 
two nights of musical 
entertainment. 


4 ► 

Cover your heart 
and salute our 
grand al r flag [it's a 
1 high-fly in' flag) and 
reflect on why you 
are proud la live ii 
the USA, 


starts today. 


▲ 16 
In honor of the 
Broadway revival of 
Oklahoma!, 
schedule a trip to 
Tulsa to see (he 
production at 
Discoverybndl 
Through August 17. 


10 

History buffs can 
check out the newest 
exhibit at the Omni’ 
plex, from Sea to 
Shining Sea: Presi- 
dents and Pennants 
displays historic Ameri- 
can flags with presi- 
dential memorabilia. 
Through September 1 . 


17 

July ts Ml of 
sidewalk sales and 
krazy days galore. 
Take advantage of 
the bargains, Food, 
and entertainment in 
downtown Still water. 


ll 

Enjoy a little dark 
comedy? 

Shakespeare in the 
Park's production oF 
All's Well That Ends 
Welt starts today at 
Hafer Park 
Amphitheater in 
Edmond. Through 
August 4, 


21 

Stock up on great 
craFts ranging from 
jewelry, handmade 
soaps and candles, 
and home decor on 
this last day of the 
Affair of the Heart at 
Tulsa's Expo Square. 


22 

Don't lei the heat get 
you down. Equip 
yourself with 
sunscreen, sunglasses, 
and a beach towel 
and venture fo your 
local pool for some 
cooling down. 
Tomorrow is Hot 
Enough for Yo Day. 


23 

Enjoy those summer 
nights with the T 
Birds and the Pink 
Ladies. Grease 
opens tonight ot the 
Civic Center in 
Oklahoma City. 


24 

Broken Arrow native 
and Tony winner 
Kristin Chenoweth 
celebrates her 34lh 
birthday today. Buy 
the original cast 
recording of You're 
a Good Mon, 
Charlie Brown and 
sing along. 


Lave and 
acceptance: 

Immerse yourself in 
the enchanting slory 
of Beauty and the 
Beast at the Per- 
forming Arts Center 
in Tulsa this week. 


12 

Al Price Tower in 
Bartlesville this month, 
pointings from 
masters like Simon 
Vouet are showcased 
in Music's Power ■— 
Great European 
Paintings on Musical 
Themes , Through 
July 28. 


19 

Take the whole 
Family to Lions Park 
in Normon for the 
Midsummer Nights' 
Fair and its grub, art, 
and entertainment 
Ends tomorrow. 


20 

Gather friends for a 
rood trip to Stratford 
lo munch at the 
Stratford Peach 
Festival. Check out 
the parade and arts 
and crafts booths, A 
nightly rodeo began 
on Thursday and 
ends today. 


26 

Hoard some time far 
Whole Hawg Days 
and the free 
barbecue tonight in 
downtown Eufoufa 
Don't miss the 
parade and rodeo. 




Marilyn Monroe 
said it best: Happy 
birthday, Mr. 
President, George 
W. turns 56 today, 


13 

Wood you? It's 
the 26th Annual 
Woodcarving 
Show in Tulsa at 
Promenade Mall. At 
1 1 a m., see carvers 
demonstrate their 
skills in the speed- 
carving contest. 

Ends tomorrow. 


27 

Test your endurance 
and strength in the 
Dehydrator bike 
race. Storting at the 
Simmons Center in 
Duncan, beginners 
can pedal eleven 
miles, while the more 
advanced can sweat 
it out for sixty-two. 


28 

Crack open some 
peanuts and finish 
them off with 
Dippin' Dots at 
today's Red Hawks 
game. They ploy 
New Orleans a I the 
Bricktown Ballpark 
in Oklahoma City. 

2:05 p.iTL 


29 

The National 
Cowboy & Western 
Heritage Museum 
continues the Prix de 
West invitational art 
exhibit showcasing 
more than 270 
pieces of western art. 
Through September 8 


30 

Get pumped for the 
Grand Notional 
Motocross Champion- 
ships starting 
tomorrow in Ponca 
City. The four-day 
event at the AMBUC 
Motocross Park 
fee lures the world's 
best riders. 


It's your last day to 
celebrate Notional 
Bison Month. Take 
an excursion to 
the Tollgrass Prairie 
Preserve near 
Pawhuska, where 
the buffalo roam, 
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OKLAHOMA 


MAIN STREET 


O klahoma’s restored 
shopping districts. 
You can expect to 
find the unique, one-of-a- 
kind item that makes just 
die right gift. And, to top it 
off, you will find die atmos- 
phere diat invites you to 
return again and again. 


Discover Unique Surprises 
in Downtown Swum 


Come enjoy a lazy summer day in Historic Sapulpa. 
Discover our small town charm, shop wrtti our friendly 
merchants, dine in outstanding restaurants, visit 
Frankoma Pottery, see the original Sapulpa Streetcar, 
and visit trie Sapulpa Historical Society Museum. 
Take a step hack in time- in Sapulpa! 


Shattuck is a small, rural community with a 
lot to offer Home of the Windmill 
Museum and FWk, Homestead Museum, 
Shattuck Golf Course, Shattuck Public 
Library & and Ellis County's only Medical 


Newman Memorial Hospital. 

MAIN 

STREET 

SHATTUCK _ m 

<1CK- PO. BOX 70S 

SHATTUCK, OK 73558 
(580) 933-2818 
w SH ATTUCKMS@P LDt.NET 


The Oklahoma Main Streel Center at 
the Oklahoma Department af 
Commerce assists participating carry 
rmmtties in the process of revitalizing 
the historic core areas of Oklahoma 
downtowns and urban districts. To 
learn more coll 800/879-6552, ext. 171 . 


SAPULPA * MAIN * STREET 

tOl L DEWEY /SAPULPA, OK 74866 
9IB-224-5709 / FM: 918 224-0172 / STFLEAK@AOL.COM 


Discover the Uncommon 
in Downtown Okmulgee 


^Jaiewatj fo Chic£asaw 
r yCaiional O^ecreai ion /h ea — 
Oklahoma V '^Cai tonal J j ari 


Visit Downtown Okmulgee, a Great Aitierican 
Main Street 2002 Winner, and discover Norman 
Rockwell -style charm 12 months out of the year! 

1920 s Restored Orphettm Theatre 
Creek Council House Museum 
fMtttortaZ Hia tonic landmark 
featuring Crrefc Art and History) 
Quaint Eateries ■ Antiques 
An Array of Home Decor and Gift Stores 
Festivals, Events and Tours 
Throughout the Year 


View history in the making in a multi- 
cultural setting, from country' music at 
the ever- famous Oklahoma Qpry, to 
authentic Mexican food. Visitors find 
many international treats and prod- 
ucts. Enjoy live entertainment, food 
and fun at the annual PrimaveraPest. 


Pristine Camp Sites 
Abundant Fishing 
Fantastic Water Skiing 
Natural Hiking Trails 
Ice Cold Mineral Spring Water 
Breathtaking Sunsets 
Historic Shopping District 
What else is there? 

Sulphur Main Street, Inc. 

al-lwi'd 1 Sulphur Chamber of Commerce 
(\0 7 1 7 W Broadway 

GV/D Sulphur, OK 73086 
^ 580 - 622-2824 

j , sulphur @brightokrict 




For more information: 

Okniulget Main Street Iik. / 108 W. 6th Street 
Okmulgee. OK W 1 918-75^-1015 

www. f ou rokm utgee. com 


CAPITOL HILL MAIN STREET 
m W COMMERCE 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 731G9 
40 5/6 3 2-0131 


RURAL 

AMERICA 






UHUliS l UHb. I Ht UKUVIUIVWNI, AMLFUCAN MODLHtg, M^FO^OlfTAN MUSEUM Of AFIT 


it's August and hot as heck, so con college football be far behind? '—Jerry McConnell in the Daily Oklahoman 



SUNDAY MONDAY | TUESDAY I WEDNESDAY _ THURSDAY | FRIDAY | SATURDAY 


Aug ustVacations 


n 

Sure, Valentine's 
Day fs six months 
□way, but spread 
i he love throughout 
the year. Treat your 
significant other to a 
special dinner at an 
Oklahoma-owned 
restaurant. You 
won't be sorry. 


12 

just another manic 
Monday? Take o 
time-out and stroll 
through your 
neighborhood park. 
Be sure to in hate the 
frogronce of the 
beautiful summer- 
time flowers. 




◄ 19 

Look how far we've 
come. Today in 
1958, the NAACP 
Youth Council began 
sit-ins at Oklahoma 
City lunch counters. 
Celebrate with an ice 
cream soda at the 
Grateful Bean near 
downtown. 


13 

If you've ever wished 
to be o pioneer, the 
Window on the 
West exhibit at Price 
Tower Arts Center in 
Bartlesville is for you. 
The 60- piece collec- 
tion is on exhibit 
through October 6. 


25 ► 

Take a glimpse at 
landmark designers 
at the Philbrook 
exhibit, American 
Modem , 1925- 
1940. The col lection 
features 130 
exomples from 
the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, 


20 

A rose is a rose. 
Support the Tulsa 
Garden Center's 
$3 million campaign 
to upgrade its lush 
rose garden by 
visiting this terraced 
sanctuary. Donate 
some extra dollars to 
the ongoing effort. 


◄ 15 

Ah, finally o day to 
feel ju stifled about 
sblh. It's National 
Relaxation Day. 

■v Indulge in □ 
soothing bubble 
both with a good 
book and allow 
yourself the break. 


27 

Find your prize- 
winning recipes; IPs 
time for the Payne 
County Fair and its 
livestock, rides, 
exhibits, and 
entertainment. At the 
Payne County Expo 
Center in Stillwater. 
Through Saturday, 


21 

Proving that age is 
only a number, 
today kicks off the 
Pioneer Senior 
Olympics Watch 
these over-50 
athletes compete in 
20 different sports. 
Through Sunday in 
Stillwater. 


28 

Broadway comes to 
Oklahoma with the 
Phantom of the 
Opera. This modem 
classic takes the 
stage at the Civic 
Center Music Halt in 
Oklahoma City, 


29 

Tomorrow is the first 
day of the Dusk 'Hi 
Dawn Blues Festival 
Catch up on your 
ZZZZs so you'll be 
ready for the 30 
bonds who descend 
on the town of 
Rentiesville 


16 

Get out a bandana 
and motor aver to 
Thunder in the 
Wichitas at the 
Lawton Great Plains 
Coliseum, This 
annual event honors 
all things biker. 
Festivities last 
through Sunday. 


A 17 

Longing for a Fido? 
Today is National 
Homeless Animals 
Day. If a new pet is 
in your future, head 
to a local humane 
society and bring 
home an animal who 
needs your lave. 
Chester... sit! 


◄ 23 

Don't want to toot 
your own horn? Lei 
the Percussive Arts 
Society in Lawton 
do it for you. 
Tonight, the 77th 
Army Band's 
Variety Band 
presents on outdoor 
concert. Free. 


24 

Sign up for today's 
High Point Challenge 
Adventure Race in 
Ada. Competitors 
must trek, mountain 
bike, and canoe as 
part of a four-person 
team. Makes you 
tired just thinking 
about ft ^ 


30 

Children can team 
the dangers of 
substance abuse in 
an offbeat way at 
City Arts Center 
when Oklahoma 
Children's Theatre 
presents Sticks and 
Stones. Through 
September 8th. 


Think you could last 
eight seconds? 
Check out the rapin' 
and ridin' cowboys 
at the Ada Original 
Rodeo and see if 
they can grab a bit 
of glory. 


Be ready far a sore 
neck as you gaze at 
the balloons filling 
the sky at Okla- 
homa City's Wiley 
Post Airport today 
and tomorrow 
during Balloon Fest. 


Yep, if 5 summer- 
time. Celebrate the 
humid season ai 
today's Summerfest 
in Vinita. Grab 
some grub, listen la 
local music, and 
take part in the fun. 
Throughout 
downtown. 


◄ i 

Twelve short years 
ago, the precursor 
to the World Wide 
Web was 
introduced. Salute 
this invaluable 
resource by surfing 
your favorite sites 
on the information 
superhighway. 


Today is the first 
day of the American 
Indian Exposition 
in Anadarka, 
Experience the 
oldest Indian-owned 
and operated Fair In 
the world at the 
Caddo County 
Fairgrounds, 


You're in for a 
treat: Joseph and 
the Amazing 
Technicolor 
Dreamcoat debuts 
tonight at the Civic 
Center in Oklahoma 
City. Rated G. 


If it's time to knack 
the dust off your 
banjo, maybe you 
should strum a few 
at the Grant's 34th 
Annual Qluegrass 
and Old-Time Music 
Festival, Through 
Saturday at Salt 
Creek Park in Hugo. 


Make plans for a 
Tulsa trip to the 
renowned Jazz on 
Greenwood 
Festival. This free 
annual Fest takes 
place in the historic 
Greenwood District, 
Through Saturday. 


w w w * state .o k . u s 
www ,okcmoo .org 
www.shopoEdahcmci.cem 
www.petsandpeople.com 
www.raute66.com 


Thirty-six feathered 
friends one captured 
on film at the Sam 
Noble Oklahoma 
Museum of Natural 
History in Norman, 
Artist Russel] 
Hansen's Birds in 
Flight exhibit flies 
out tomorrow. 


Surf this 


www.normonnow.tom 
www.philhroak.org 
www.ou.edu/fjjnici 
w ww.tra ve I a k. co m 

www.ok5tote.edu 
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Williams Center Towers I & II 


It’s been said, "Image is Everything", which 
is why our tenants Include many of Tulsa's 
most prestigious companies, including: 


* American Electric Power 

* Baird, Kurtz and Dobson, CPA's 

* AFN Communications 
« BSW International 

« Marsh Advantage America/ 
Seabury & Smith, Inc* 

* Nortel Networks 

* Samson Resources Company 

* Urban Design Group 

* Manpower International, Inc* 

* Process Engineering Design 


A great opportunity has been created in 
which 100,000+ square feet of Class “A" 
office space has become available in 
Tulsa’s Downtown Williams CenterTowers, 
They are just steps away from luxury 

accommodations, 


■ ■■ II 



NOW LEASING 


TRIZEC 


quality dining, banking and financial servic- 
es. and Tulsa's Performing Arts Center, 

The Williams Center Towers are located 
near the Interdispersal Loop, the Tulsa 
International Airport and Interstate 44. 

Space may be tailored to accommodate 
multi-floor corporations, appropriate floor 
areas for larger companies, as well as 
suitable for those requiring limited space. 
Features and amenities include: 

* High-speed fiber optic infrastructure 

• Media conference center 


* State-of-the-art video surveillance 

* 24 -hour on-site security 

* Multi-zone heat and AC 

* Full-service executive car wash 

* On-site convenience store 

* Travel Agency 


for leasing information, 
Daniels Greer Properties, L.L.C. 

918.742.7500 

Visit our website at www.trz.com 
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Canned Heat 


Aunt Sadie's Candlestix wants to take 
America back in time. The “Greetings From” 
candle in a can, one of the Boston company's 
newest lines, is decorated with replicas of 
vintage postcards from the 1940s and 
inspired by Long Island, New York, 
native Sadie Denton. 

A company was born when, in 
1997, Denton’s grandson, Brian 
Schnetzer, and co-owner Gary Briggs 
started brewing up long-burning, 
warm-scented candles. 


The Oklahoma candle, introduced in 
January, features mistletoe and the State Capitol 
as part of its design. “People like the retro style 
of the can,” Briggs says. 

From apple pie to pine, any of the 
company’s thirty-seven scents can be poured 
into the “Greetings From” candles, making for 
a stately olfactory experience. 

— Anne Schlesselman 

“Greetings From " candles , $12 plus shipping. 
Wholesale inquiries welcome. (877) 723-4371. 


AUNT SADIE'S "GREETINGS FROM OKLAHOMA" CANDLE 


Couch Potato Music 


Greg Jacobs Lays It Down on Reclining with Age I 

It is not a stretch to say that Greg Jacobs’ most recent CD, Reclining with Age (Binky Records, 

200 1 ; efolkmusic.com), is among the best work of any Oklahoma singer/songwriter residing in the 
state. From Hank Williams to today, the best country music draws on time-honored folk songs and 
blues music to paint stories of rural life, and few do it as well as this high school history teacher and 
Checotah cattle rancher. 

Reclining with Age features Jacobs’ patented Oklahoma history songs such as “Farmers’ Luck” and 
“Stand Watic” as well as more personal reflections like “Enjoy the Ride” and “Somebody New. It’s these 
songs and the wonderful cover of the Red Dirt Rangers’ “Follow Me Down,” here teamed with the gospel 
chestnut “Pass Me Not, Oh Gende Savior,” that make this album not only the best album of his career, 
but also one of the best folk/country records of the past year. — Greg Johnson 


.V 



♦ A trip through the Admiral Flea Market in 
Tulsa — where you never know what you 
might find 


♦ The Huckleberry Festival July 4-6 in Jay 


♦ Wading in the fifty-five-degree water at Little 
Niagara in Sulphur's Chickasaw National 
Recreation Area 

♦ A leisurely visit with the Nature Conservancy 
volunteers at the Tallgrass Prairie Preserve 

♦ An amaretto-with-cream snow cone from a 
stand near you 

♦ The Southwest Salad Nicoise at the Okla- 
homa City Museum of Art's Museum Cafe 


UJ 
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RED DIRT GARDENS 

A Heavenly Oasis 

Located at Tulsa’s International Missionary Center, the Missions Memorial 
Museum and Gardens honor the commitments of Christian missionaries around 
the world. Armchair gardeners with a yen for exotic foreign locales will especially 
enjoy the four-acre garden. 

“The Memorial Gardens were created for private reflection and prayer, but they 
are a popular spot for picnics and church gatherings, too,” says Debra Saunders, 
director of public relations. 

A stroll through the Memorial Gardens reveals crystal waters, moss-covered 

rocks, and fish ponds shaded by pecan, 

Japanese maple, and pine trees. Cozy footpaths 
wind through azalea blossoms, dogwood, 
redbud, and tulip trees; and wooden benches 
surrounded by lush grass inspire rest and 
reflection. T ravelers and gardeners alike will 
appreciate this horticultural hideaway. 

— Mary' Logan Wolf 

8863 East Ninety-first Street in Tulsa. 

(918) 459-0431. 



OKLAHOMATODAY 


' TV gives everyone on image, buf radio gives birth to a million images in a million brains/ —Peggy Noonan 


Radio Active 

GOOD OLD-FASHIONED ENTERTAINMENT 

ED DUST, OKLAHOMA, MAY HAVE SPRUNG FROM 
Bret Jones’ and Shawn Martin's imaginations, but the 
happenings there sound pretty familiar to Oklahomans ac- 
quainted with small-town life. Their thirteen-person troupe, the 
Ancient Radio Players, is reviving the art of entertainment via the 
radio waves, while the occasional live show is bringing laughs to 
audiences across the state. 

A Lindsay native and drama professor at East Central University in 
Ada, Jones often listened to radio shows while driving a tractor lace at 
night. "Ive always been a big fan of radio/’ he says, ‘Then, one night 
three years ago, Shawn and 1 were sitting around talking about 
putting on a live radio show, and die more wc calked, the more 
enthusiastic we got.” 

The Ancient Radio Players and The Okie Red Dust Review, a 
wholesome oomedy/variety show which lampoons life in a small 
Oklahoma town, soon followed. Other offerings include a Halloween 
series. Dark Sanctuary, that retells classic horror stories, and Christmas 
episodes like “Snow Flurry,” in which Red Dust is immobilized by 
“enough snow 10 make a footprint.” 

The Okie Red Dust Review is built around the town's radio station, 
with all bits beginning from there. The show covers news, weather, 
daily shows like “Dump Your Junk,” and live reporting (from, for 
instance, the chili cook-off that brings the guest judge from Michigan 
to his knees, gasping for water and medical attention). 



The Ancient Radio Players are primarily East Central graduates. 


New shows debut every few months on various radio stations 
(including KTLS in Ada and KCCU m Lawton), and the Ancient 
Radio Players arc always looking for oppormni ties to perform live 
around the state. The show is suitable for all ages and provides lots of 
laughs. Who could resist Red Dust’s French florist Jacques, whose 
biggest sales day is the annual livestock show? 

— Carolyn Tharp 

CDs from the Ancient Radio Players are available for $4-$8. Contact 
Bret Jones at (580) 759-2939 : ancientradioplayers, tripod, com. 





L>ak£sid£ Isivi 

on Grand Lake 


Phase II Construction underway ... 
Choose your homesite NOW! 


Starting at $122,900, 

Cedar Oaks Leisure Living 
is a master planned lakefrom 
resort community for the 
active adult, age 50 and over. 


Abundant amenities comp lenient the luxurious resort lifestyle of 
Cedar Oaks. A 6,000 sq. ft. Clubhouse is fully equipped for year- 
round use. Included is an exercise room, library, TV room, billiards 
area, card room, swimming pool, and jacuzzi, to name a few, 
YOU’LL FIND SHOPPING, DINING, HOSPITAL & MEDICAL SERVICES 
AS WELL AS ENTERTAINMENT CLOSE BY. 


CEDAR OAKS 


LEISURE LIVING 


“ Resort Living in an Adult Community 

Sales Office and Model Homes 

Open Ttiesday Through Saturday from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

Come by, call, or visit our website today. 

Web: wwwcedaroaks.com - — E-Mail: cedaroaks@grccncis.net 

PH. 918-786-2222 • AFTERHRS 918-786-2572 
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THE RANGE 


BRONCS OR BUST 

The Woodward Elks Rodeo Rides High 


J ULY IN WOODWARD MEANS BULLS, 
broncs, and old-time cade drives as the 
Woodward Elks Rodeo gears up ibr Its 
seventy-second run beginning July 17 and 
continuing through July 20- 

Billed by the Woodward Elks as the 
u tufFes t oPem all,” the rodeo is the oldest 
continually running Professional Rodeo 
C o wboy s Association -s a n c c io ned eve n t in 
the state and one of the top three steer 
roping events in the nation. 

Bull riding, saddle bronc and bareback 
bronc riding, women’s barrel racing, 
steer wrestling, calf roping, and team 
roping round out the money events at 
the rodeo. With a total purse of around 
$80,000, the rodeo has attracted some of 
the biggest names in the business, 
r n d u d i n g T y M u rray , Bill y E t ba u c r , 

Guy Allen, and Roy Duvall. 

While the rodeo is the centerpiece, visitors 
w ho want to experience something different 
have several days of festivities to choose from. 
The action kicks off July 16 with a genuine 
longhorn cattle drive through the center of 
town: Local rancher Wes Sander and other 
Woodward Elks Rodeo Committee 


members drive one hundred longhorn to the 
rodeo arena. 

Bull-fighting is always a popular 
specialty act, as arc the ring events 
des i gn ed to i n t rod u ce yo u ngs ters , a I be i t 
gently, to the rigors of rodeo life. One of 
the crowd favorites is Donkey Bronc 
Rid in', a scale model of the real bareback 
bronc riding event reserved for cow' hands 
nine to eleven years of age. 

Free hamburger feeds, dances, a parade, 
chuck w agon cook-offs, and the annual 
crowning of the Miss Woodward Elks Rodeo 
Queen are just a few things visitors can expect 
to see during each evening’s rodeo perfor- 
mance, which begins at 7:30 p,m. 

— Chad Love 

During the rod to, the Plains Indians 
and Pioneers Museum mill sponsor an 
exhibit of powwow photography. Admission 
free. (580) 256-6136. Woodward Elks 
Rodeo, July 17-20 at the arena at Crystal 
Beach Park . Ticket prices range from 
$7-$I /. Ticket office, (580) 256-8202. 

For more information , call (580) 256- 
9885 or (580) 766-2492. 



From top: A bronc rider walks away after a 
ride; riders head out of the gate far some 
rapin' action; a calf roper signals the end of 
his round. The annual event kickoff is the 
longhorn cattle drive, below, which makes 
its way through Woodward, 



THE OKT PROFILE 



Virgi n ia na ti ve and gu i ta r vi rtu os o Roy 
Clark got his show business start as a guitar- 
ist for Wanda Jackson in 1960 . One of the 
music industry s good guys > Clark cohosted 
the country music variety show Hee Haw 
with Buck Owens during its twenty -four- 
year run. A Tulsa resident since 1974, he 
and his wife of forty-four years, Barbara > 
have a ranch in Welch. 

Q: Who or who! inspires you? 

A: Good people and life. 

Q: Who are your heroes? 

A: General Norman Schwarzkopf. He is a 
dedicated American and special friend. 

G: What' s your favorite song? 

A: “Yesterday, When l Was Young 7 ' by 
Charles Amavour. 

G; What would you change about yourself? 
A: I would be more aggressive. 

Q: What is your favorite book? 

A: The Bible. 

G: What are you reading now? 

A ; Hi ng Crosby: A Pocketful of Dreams — The 
Early Years, 1903-1940. 

G: What is your favorite motto? 

A: “He who says he can and he who says 
he can’t are both right." 

G: What do you enjoy in your free time? 

A: Anything outdoors: hunting, fishing, 
golfing, and flying my biplane. 

G: You're widely known for your generosity. 

What causes do you support? 

A: St. Jude Children s Research Hospital 
in Memphis, Tennessee, and anything 
to help children. 

Q: What is the most fulfilling thing about 
your musical career? 

A: The smiles on people s faces and the 
friends we T ve made through the years. 


DO SOMETHING 

GOOD 

FOR OKLAHOMA 

Then tell us about it. 

Enter the 2002 KEEP OKLAHOMA BEAUTIFUL 
Environmental Excellence Competition 
and when you WIN, 

lie’ll tell everyone about it! 

v 

Full details and an entry form 
available now at 

www, KeepO k I aho ma Bea ut ifiiE, com 

KEEP OKLAHOMA 
BEAUTIFUL 

belongs to you 
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when you stay in one of 
Edmond’s luxurious hotels 
or the Arcadian Inn, you 
can plan on being artfully 
entertained] Shop for the 
unique and antique through 
the day or play the golf 
courses of champions. 

Come today to stay & play l 

June 22nd - July 4t!i 

Liberty' Fest 

Edmond’s 4th of July cele- 
bration, a week long (and 
more ) of f u n-fil led acti vi tes. 
405/340-2527 
www *1 1 bertyfest.com 


* Car Show r ' Sat. P June 22nd 

* Kite Festival- Sat, , June 
29di & Sun., June 30th 

* Taste of Edmond 'Sun,, June 30th 

* Road Rally -Sun,, June 30 th 

* L ibe rtyFest Pa rade - Th urs . , July 4th ^ 

* ParkFest -Thurs July 4fh — 

* Fireworks - Thurs„ July 4th: a patriotic 
extravaganza of light with a live concert by 
Entertainment Magazine's "Best of 
Country"; Edmonds own, Ty England 


VISITORS BUREAU 


825 E 2nd Su Ste. 100 
Edmond, OK 73034 
Phone: 405/341-4344 

We b$ite: \vu*i'*\dsitedtrumdak . com 
E-imi I : ai ►tchi tc@i is i £cdj hoi idok .com 
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Brushing Away Time 

MURALS DECORATE ALVA AND ELK CITY 

AZING AT THE GIGANTIC PAINTINGS IN TWO GKLA- 
homa communities can be as refreshing as inhaling the clean 
country air surrounding them. Take a leisurely drive to Alva and 
Elk City. There, as in many other communities* artists emblazon 
the state's history and patriotism on canvases of brick and mortar 
with a stroke of their brushes. 

In Alva, wild stallions reminiscent of prestatehood days race 
around the water tower. A huge, mustang- riding cowboy 
depicting the Northwestern Oklahoma State University logo 
gallops above the treetops on another tower. 

These and seven other paintings are thanks to the Alva Mural 


Society, organized in 1997 by residents Wayne and Beverly 
Kinzie after visiting Toppenish* Washington, a popular tourist 
center because of its murals. The society solid ted several artists to 
submit drawings of the opening of the Cherokee Strip in 1 893* 
among them Oregonian Roger Cooke, who painted many 
Toppenish murals. His Land Run painting of snorting horses, 
some pulling wagons, was selected as Alva's first mural project. 
Court try Doctor and Wheat Thresh i ng fo 1 1 o w ed ♦ 

Artist: Stan Herd, a native of nearby Coldwater, Kansas, captured 
the 1 935 fire which destroyed the Casdeon the Hill, an original 
landmark on the Northwestern Oklahoma State University campus. 

Undulating highways cross white gypsum-striped red hills. 

Left: Threshing at Harvest Time In Alva; a mural an the Sugar Shack 
bakery in Elk City. University af Central Oklahoma students 
painted The Homestead at Harvest in Alva, right. 



AN AFFAIR 
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OF THE 


Hearts 



July 19, 20 & 21, 2002 


Tulsa, OK 


/ fiw.t Hmjjy ^ Sxturd:\y 9 jlju to ft p in. 
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I Ijt .ulniAsion ihat£c itwcti entry for al! 
^jihnpe day*. There art thmiiaiids e* reasons i,. 
shnji -Mui nvrtt miioo plan fn v|Kii£t all day 
it i hr cs h i hits [ lie jMrttlm.- i* fre^ jn 
nookAfp^ ate j^tllabk* and security .service i> 
jiim nl-rJ around the duel Fririd srivkc ij 
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reMarkabte Rooms 


reMarkable Dining 


adamfe maRk 

the hotel of tolsa 

918-582-9000 

www.adamsmark.com 
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HELEN BARRET 






' Sculpture and painting have an effect to teach us manners and abolish hurry 1 —Ralph Waldo Emerson 


cedar-lined canyons, and golden wheat fields, providing a scenic 
drive southwest from Alva to Elk City. There, murals painted by 
local artist Steve Sewell, known for his artistry in oils and sculpture, 
evoke nostalgia and patriotism. 

The commercial sign painter-turned -professional artist 
created a special patriotic tribute following September 1 1 , The 
symbolic mural shows an infant sheltered in the wings of an 
American eagle. 

Elsewhere, a pioneer couple calmly driving a stake into the earth 


depicts Sewell's interpretation of the land run. Elvis Presley, James 
Dean, Marilyn Monroe, football players, cowboys, and a cherubic 
little girl blowing dandelion seeds into the air are a few faces adorning 
thirty-two Elk City buildings. 

“It wasn’t really a planned thing to paint as many murals as 1 could 
all over town,” Sewell says, £ T painted one, and it caught on." 

fake a day or two to view the murals in Alva, Elk City, or a 
muraled community near you. I f s a trip and artistic experience 
you won 1 1 soon forget, - — Helen Barren 


LOOK FOR THESE MURALS OR MURAL LOCATIONS: 


ALVA 

The Run of '93, Corner 
of College and Barnes 
Streets 

Country Doctor , 605 
Barnes Street 
Tfie Castle on the Hill t 
Corner of Fifth and 
Barnes Streets 
Threshing at Harvest 
Time, Corner of Fourth 
and Barnes Streets 
Homestead at Harvest, 


Corner of Fourth and 
Barnes Streets 
Chimney Rock, 20 6 East 
Oklahoma Boulevard 
Ride , Ranger Ride f 
Corner of Young and 
North Streets 
Wild Horses, 1 322 
Oklahoma Boulevard 
Goldbugs, the Symbol 
of Excellence, Alva 
High School Gym, 

501 Fourteenth Street 


ELK CITY 

Weatherly RCA, 1 24 
West Broadway 
The Bowling Zone, 
201 South Jefferson 
Pioneer Short Stop, 
2408 Bell Avenue 
Becky B's, 422 South 
Main Street 
El Charro Restaurant, 
902 South Main 
Street 

Flamingo Restaurant, 


2010 West Third 
Street 

Pure Country Restau* 
rant, 2606 East 
Highway 66 
Taco Factory, 1 321 
West Third Street 
Roadway Services, 1 00 
Robison Place 
Apple Annie's Gift 
Emporium, 2424 West 
Third Street 
Heartland Medical, 


121 North Main 
Street 

Howard Johnson, 

2606 East Highway 

66 

Merrifield Office 
Supply, 224 South 
Main Street 
The Needle's Point, 

21 3 South Main 
Street 

Sports West, 1 222 
West Third Street 
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The Deep End 

Deconstructing a Lifeguard 



Lifeguards must think about their own 
safety as well . Sun exposure can 
translate to the most common kind of 
cancer — skin cancer. Sunscreen’ — with 
a minimum fifteen SPF — -is crucial and 
should be rubbed all over the body to 
prevent scorching burns. Lifeguards 
should reapply the sunscreen hourly, 
especially if they're in and out of the 
pool or sweating heavily. Renegar 
wears a shirt on extra sunny days to 
protect his skin. 

Every lifeguard must be certified 
to ensure that he has the ability 
to save lives The Red Cross 
offers a thirty' hour 
certification class that 
teaches lifesaving 
techniques, CPR,and 
first aid. The CPR 
mask shown here 
protects against the 
exchange of 
diseases and 
germs. All 
pools should 
also have a 
spinal board 
and first-aid kit 
on hand. 


G rabbing a blanket and sunscreen and 

heading poolside is a great way to spend a 
blazing summer day. But without people like Blake 
Renegar patrolling the pool, you might not be so J 


safe. Renegar, a recent graduate of Heritage Hall 
High School in Oklahoma City, is working n is 
second summer as a lifeguard at Quail Creek Pool. 


Though Renegar has a good time, he also knows 
when lifeguarding is serious business, Fortu- - 
nately, Renegar has never had to save a 
swimmer from drowning, but he has had 
to jump in to protect fykes from potential 
disaster. This Fourth of July, take time to 
thank your local lifeguard. 

—Ryan Marie Mendenhall 


Renegar' s most-used piece of equipment, 
the whistle, serves many handy purposes. 
"I use my whistle to get people's attention. 
Especially when it is a busy day, I can point 
someone out easier/' he says. During the 
summer holidays, pools get packed, 
making it difficult for pool-goers to hear. 
The whistle can be more effective than 
yelling to grab a swimmer's attention. < 


Sunglasses are important to protect a 
lifeguard's eyes from UV rays and serious 
conditions such as cataracts. Ultraviolet- 
absorbing eyewear provides the greatest 
measure of UV protection, and a wrap- 
around design is a plus. Renegar frequently 
throws his pair on, but don't worry— his 
shades won't impair his vision. 

The rescue tube is a lifeguard must-have, 
Renegar explains that it is used in most 
lifesaving situations to help keep the 
lifeguard afloat, balance a victim, or for 
swimmers to reach for if they are having 
trouble in deep wafers. 


Dehydration is a serious side effect of the sun. 
The condition is a consequence of prolonged 
exposure to the sun without enough water. 
Each lifeguard should be equipped with 
plenty of drinking water to prevent loss of too 
much fluid in the form of sweat. 


Lifeguards need lots of brain power not only to save 
people, but to tackle pool dilemmas that involve 
decision-making skills, explains Kurt McGuire, a 
certified Red Cross volunteer from Norman. He says 
lifeguards must be problem solvers and quick thinkers 
to deal with everyday pool scenarios such as fights, 
horseplay, or upset children and parents. 


A lifeguard's physical endurance is 
vital. Prior to certification, students 
must swim five hundred yards and 
retrieve a ten-pound brick from a 
depth of ten feet to prove their physical 
worthiness. When a lifeguard is on 
duty, he may have to save someone 
bigger or heavier. To stay in shape, 
Renegar lifts weights four or five times 
a week and is active in sports. 
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Inpatient Treatment 

In Rehab af Wild Heart Ranch 



HY WOULD ANNETTE KING 
f travel Claremore back roads in 
the dead of night to rescue animals? 
Because she is one of a handful of 
Oklahoma’s licensed wildlife 
rehabilitacors, or “rehabbers,” as they Ye 
commonly known. 

The role of the wildlife rehabilitator is 
to care for, nurture, and provide safe 
haven for injured or orphaned wildlife, 
then restore diem to their place in the 
wild. It's hard, dirty, demanding, and often expensive work. At peak 
times, King cares for more than a hundred animals a day, each with 
their own diets and needs. 

King's love of wildlife began ar three, when she took in an 
orphaned possum. Since then, helping animals has been her 
life’s passion. King takes in as many as a thousand annually at 
Wild Heart Ranch near Claremore (918/341-9629), with deer, 
small mammals, and birds comprising the majority. She says, “I 
knew the place was getting crowded when, one night, I heard a 
wail from my daughter’s bedroom: ‘Mom / she said, ’there's a 
possum in my hairf” 


Many rehabbers depend heavily on volunteer help and dona- 
tions of money, food, and supplies. Two years ago, King was 
delighted when Sandy Brooks, ex-wife of country superstar Garth 
Brooks, showed up in overalls and rubber boots to take on the 
unglamorous job of cleaning cages. 

A federal license is required for the temporaiy captivity of raptors, 
migratory birds, and protected species. Qualifications include 
training from a licensed rehabilitator, proximity to a veterinarian, and 
most importantly, appropriate facilities. 

Several escape incidents prompted her to add an 8 00-square- foot 
wildlife clinic to her home in 1 999, constructed 
mostly with volunteer help. The new facility has 
become the center of operations at Wild Heart 
Ranch, “It’s raccoon- proof, and that makes it 
nearly indestructible," K ing says. 

"1 only stepped in to help for a while,” King 
says of her animal aid but adds with a straight 
face, ''but they never call, they never write,” 

— Warren Williams 

While on animal rescue missions, Annette King, 
above left, carries emergency gear including a crate, 
sheet, medical kit, and gloves. 
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Since 1925, Pete’s Place of Krebs — 


Oklahoma’s little Italy, has delighted diners 


with fresh, family-style 
Indian Cuisine served in unselfish portions. 


Come see whv Pete’s Place has been an 


Oklahoma landmark for three generations. 




& 

ESTABLISHED 3 925 m KREBS, OK® 


Open M-Sat 4pm • Sunday Noon • (918) 423-2042 * Fax (918) 423-7859 




Shop, Eat, 
Relax . . . 

shop some more. 

Upper Level of 

WindsorMarket 



Tulsa's Antique* Art & Interior Design Market 
6808 S. Memorial, Sie 300, Tulsa* OK 74133 ■ Open 7 clays a week * Tele: 918-254-9766 



Rivers Run to It 


THREE RIVERS MUSEUM COVERS 
MUSKOGEE AREA HISTORY 



I N 1 7 1 9, FRENCH EXPLORER BfiR- 
nard de la Harpe led a European 
exploration to the Three Forks Rivers 
area, a unique geographical joining of 
the Grand* Verdigris, and Arkansas 
Rivers near present-day Muskogee. 

Two hundred and eighty- two years 
later — on March 3* 2001 — Three Rivers 
Museum cut the ribbon on a new facility, 
in the restored Midland Valley Railroad 
passenger and freight depot in downtown 
Muskogee, which had been for the most 
part abandoned since the railroad dosed 
in 1964. Though not universally agreed 
upon, most sources attribute the depot to 
Kansas City architect Louis Curtiss, who 
built it in 1916. 

The museum covers the recorded 
history of the area. "This was the true 
West in a lot of ways, " says Roger Bell, a 
Muskogee hanker and chair of the 
museum s board of directors. 

Included among the exhibits is 
everything from pioneer photos to "Miss 
Alice s Parlor. 1 The exhibit is in honor 
of Alice Robertson, Oklahoma’s only 
congresswoman who, as a Red Cross 
volunteer during the World War I era, 
met every troop train passing through 
Muskogee with coffee and refreshments. 

—Joel Everett 

The Three Rivers Museum is open 
from 10 a, i?l to 5 p.m. Wednesday 
through Saturday. Admission; $3* adults; 
Sl50 t children six through eighteen; 
children under six , free. 220 Elgin 
Avenue in Muskogee . (918) 686-6624 ; 
3ri versm useu m . co m . 
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We re 


Just 


about to 


^Add 



the 


Vvkter. 


Only these few... 


W ADAIR 

Rose Moore 
IN ALIUS 
Kris Britain 
Diane Dykcns 
Art Pohlmann 
Sh'Rae Smoot 
IN ANADARKG 
Mary Ann Francis 
IN ARDMORE 
Margaret Clark Brown 
Jody Denney 
Tom Love 
Barry Ross 
Sandra Waldo 
IN BARLTESVILEE 
Donna Barclay 
Karen Boyd 
Wynona Cook 
Liz Fugate 
Barbara Hopper 
Steve Martin 
Ernestine McAnaw 
Brenda Pierce 
Leeila Riley 
Pat Schafer 
Kay Sowers 
IN BIXBY 
Lew Diley 
IN BLACKWELL 
Carla Sandy 
IN BROKEN ARROW 
Corrie Egge 
Naomi Medlock 
Connie Sipes 
Ron Sumner 
IN CLAREMORE 
C D Byers 
Eva Nell Clark 
Rose Ann McCaw 
Carolyn Peterson 
Pat Szot 
IN CUSHING 
Leslie Kise 
IN DEL CITY 
Linda Childers 
IN DUNCAN 
Vicki Carey 
Jessie Murphree 
IN EDMOND 
Gary Atchley 
Kav Ayers 
Cecelia Beck 
Ann Campbell 
Monty Churchill 
Donna Coker 
Barbara Cunningham 
Dan Cunningham 


918/785-2938 

580/482-4248 

580/482-0621 

580/482-9210 

580/482-7800 

405/247-2469 

580/223-2100 

580/223-4028 

580/226-9979 

580/223-2100 

918/335-3833 

918/335-3833 

918/337-0711 

918/331-2121 

918/335-3833 

918/337-0711 

800/680-0977 

918/337-0711 

918/337-0711 

918/335-3833 

918/331-2121 

918/337-0711 

918/369-0200 

580/363-2345 

918/251-4142 

918/251-7446 

918/251-4142 

918/251-4142 

918/341-2800 

918/343-8164 

918/341-7673 

918/343-8167 

918/343-8166 

918/225-4198 

405/672-7630 

580/252-7800 

580/252-7800 

405/330-2626 
405/330-0031 
405/359-8700 
405/359-8700 
405/330-0031 
405/330-262 6 
405/359-8700 
405/359-8700 


Linda Davidson 
Sandy Ditto 
Robert Dugan 
Linda Finch 
Robin Harris 
Charles Herman 
Pat Hoge 

Cynthia Hutcherson 
Ron Ivey 
Debra Johnson 
Carol Sue Manley 
Alan Mauldin 
Michelle Mauldin 
Rita McLanahan 
Jeannie Messina 
Dennis Nevius 
Nancy Olney 
Frances Park 
Joe Pryor 
Martha Roach 
Norma Rogers 
Judy Rutledge 
Kay Sealy 
Sue Sestak 
Don Taman ska s 
Charles Tritthart 
Judy Walling 
Becky Wheeler 
Bill Wilson 
IN ENID 
Evelyn Angleton 
Victoria Hanousek 
Mae Belle jack 
Betty' Ronck 
IN GROVE 
Victoria Perry 
Debbie Shaw 
IN GUTHRIE 
Sylvia Ochs 
IN GUYMON 
Keith Matthews 
IN HARRAH 
Marsha Nation 
IN LAWTON 
Young Brown 
Rexine Gibson 
Jay Kinder 
Larry G Liter 
Billie Marco 
Pam Marion 
Barbara Moeller 
Don Patterson 
Max Sasseen 
Sandra Smith 
David Stephens 
Marilyn Weatherly 
IN McALESTER 
Doryce Plum lee 
Randy Saunie 


405/348-7910 

405/359-8700 

405/359-8700 

405/348-4422 

405/330-2626 

405/330-0543 

405/843-9139 

405/359-8700 

405/330-2626 

405/330-2626 

405/348-7910 

405/330-8800 

405/330-8800 

405/330-0031 

405/330-0031 

405/330-2626 

405/348-7910 

405/340-4224 

405/359-8700 

405/348-1133 

405/348-7910 

40S/330-2626 

405/348-7910 

405/359-8700 

405/359-8700 

405/330-2626 

405/340-4224 

405/359-8700 

405/348-4422 

580/233-4040 

580/233-8182 

580/233-2626 

580/233-5025 

918/786-9888 

918/786-9888 

405/282-0404 

580/338-6659 

405/454-6233 

580/355-8302 

580/353-7496 

580/248-8460 

580/3574)842 

580/536-8932 

580/248-8800 

580/248-8460 

580/2484010 

580/248-8817 

580/353-7496 

580/357-0842 

580/3574)842 

918/426-000 6 
918/423-3122 


IN MIDWEST CITY 

Pam Barton-Stobcr 
Nita Grimes 
Sue Moore 
Sarah Planer 
IN MOORE 
Aimee Crossland 
Mike Malone 
Tom Mixon 
IN MUSTANG 
Marolyn Pryor 
IN NORMAN 
Marlies Bailey 
Maxine Bates 
Barbara Canfield 
Joanna Floyd 
Suzanne Foster 
Tony Graham 
Sharon Grissom 
Mike Hawley 
Scott Heiple 
Marian Ingram 
Marsha Jack 
Ruth Kelso 
Beverly Lafferrandre 
John Lungre 
Al Marnary 
Robert Marriott 
Tom McAuliffe 
Andy Newman 
Gloria Parker 
Kathy Roche 
Margrit Spears 
Warren Taber 
Dierdre Taylor 
John Tune 
Holly VanAuken 
Sallie Vawter 
Tracey Veal 
Rose Wilderom 
Rachel Zelby 
IN OKLAHOMA CITY 
Helen Adams 
Alice Allen 
Zoe Barten 
Mary Berry 
Claudine Branch 
Fran Brooks 
Kennit Brown 
Meridith Brown 
Nellie Bruce 
Marie Burroughs 
Priscilla Carder 
Leslie Carnes 
Roberta Carrier 
Philip Churchill 
Mary Clements 
Holly Clifton 
Kathleen Coffin 
Norma Cokeley 
Paula Collins 
Norma Coppedge 


405/737-4466 

405/733-2871 

405/7374)202 

405/7374)202 

405/691-3665 
405/799-553 1 
405/360-6153 

405/745-8300 

405/360-0204 
405/833-6976 
405/329-1 1 1 1 
405/329-11 1 1 
405/329-0256 
405/329-0256 
405/366-7707 
405/366-7707 
405/366-7707 
405/366-7707 
405/366-7707 
405/3294)256 
405/329-0256 
405/329-6976 
405/366-7077 
405/329-1111 
405/329-0256 
405/3294)256 
405/360-0204 
405/3294)256 
405/329-1111 
405/329-1 1 1 1 
405/366-7707 
405/979-7253 
405/366-7707 
405/3294)256 
405/329-1 1 1 1 
405/366-7707 
405/360-0204 

405/948-7500 

405/948-7500 

405/528-0044 

405/631-2500 

405/946-9943 

405/751-4848 

405/755-4422 

405/843-8448 

405/942-8493 

405/848-8671 

405/755-4422 

405/946-0857 

405/755-9052 

405/755-4422 

405/843-8448 

405/843-8448 

405/722-1000 

405/751-4848 

405/631-2500 

405/751-4848 


Dawn Davis 
Linda Daxon 
Jeanne Eckels 
Alice Fitzpatrick 
Henry Gompf 
Jerry Goodwin 
Mike Green 
Janet Gungoll 
Barbara Harris 
Shorty Huber 
Shiriey Hunyadi 
Karen Johnston 
Betty Kennedy 
Brenda Khourie 
Steve Kyle 
Betty Lejeune 
Leslie Lynn 
Patti Marshall 
Ed McNamara 
Ginger Mercer 
Emily Minks 
Dodee Moncrief 
Joyce Painter 
Bill Poertner 
David A Poindexter 
John Presley 
John C Roberts 
Rowell Sargeant 
Jerri Shepherd 
Morrie Shepherd 
Pat Slack 
Pottle Smith 
Richard Smith 
Norma SpeegJe 
Kenna Tavs 
Patti Tedford 
Pat Townsend 
Genie Vinson 
Elope White 
Mary Whittington 

Elaine Williams 

Freda Wolfe 
Alice Dahlgren 
IN OWASSO 
Bob Batchelor 
Cheryl Chaloupek 
Vivian Houghtling 
Brenda Lawrence 
Lynn Van Deventer 
IN PONCA CITY 
Beverly Poet 
IN SAND SPRINGS 
Joe Fisher 
IN SHAWNEE 
Sue Gorman 
Bettie Hall 


405/843-8448 

405/748-8500 

405/755-4422 

405/348-4422 

405/948-7500 

405/755-9052 

405/557-1703 

405/755-4422 

405/755-9052 

405/722*3344 

405/751-4848 

405/528-0044 

405/478-0430 

405/721-4800 

405/720-7400 

405/753-7200 

405/843-8188 

405/848-8818 

405/631-2500 

405/755-4422 

405/843-8448 

405/722-1000 

405/721-6077 

405/752-4700 

405/8 10-0002 

405/495-4430 

405/948-7500 

405/949-3518 

405/348-7900 

405/843-8448 

405/843-8448 

405/751-4848 

405/748-8500 

405/948-7500 

405/751-4848 

405/755-4422 

405/631-2220 

405/948-7500 

405/722-3344 

405/691-2556 

405/755-4422 

405/948-7500 

405/843-8448 

918/274-1600 

918/272-0809 

918/274-4300 

918/272-0809 

918/274-1600 

580/762-0400 

918/245-4011 

405/275-0928 

405/275-8182 


IN STILLWATER 


Jack Allred 

405/747*9900 

Sherri Bastion 

405/743-4440 

Kay Burns 

405/743-4440 

Helen Cole 

405/743-4440 

Mary Davenport 

405/743-4440 

Sandra Ingram 

405/372-0868 

Alane LeGrand 

405/624-2626 

Dolores Lemon 

405/372-5151 

Sue McCraw 

405/743-4440 

Anne McMurtry 

405/743-4440 

Peggy Pickens 

405/743-4440 

Grace Provence 

405/743-4440 

Susan Simon 

405/743-4440 

Jane Spillars 

405/743-4440 

Nancy Wilguess 

405/743-4440 

Pat Williamson 

IN TULSA 

405/743-4440 

Judy Addin 

918/481-1555 

Sara Argabright 

918/496-8822 

Linda Racher 

918/492-5333 

Toni Bales 

918/691-5100 

Rurte Banks 

918/481-8313 

Margaret Ran nochic 

918/254-0600 

Sue Bayliss 

918/481-1555 

Lynne Blissit 

918/749-8374 

Jan Briggs 

918/481-8200 

Walter Broach 

918/665-7773 

Michael H Brockman 

918/492-5900 

Ron Buckner 

918/254-0600 

Susan Burke 

918/254-0600 

Jane Courtney 

918/481-8274 

Barbra Cox 

918/749-8374 

Sylvia Dean 

918/744-4565 

Natalie First 

918/749-8374 

Vennettea Garrett 

918/665-1 1(K) 

Kathy Gorrell 

918/254-0600 

Bill Gotcher 

918/712-4310 

Pat Hamilton 

918/499-7135 

Ann Harral 

918/747-4400 

Mary Hess 

918/712-2252 

Jo Hill 

918/499-7181 


Norma Hoi linger 

918/369-1586 

Sandy jams 

918/712-2252 

Dee Dee jesiolowski 

918/492-5900 

Karen Jones 

918/746-6000 

Twila Keeley 

918/254-0600 

Dee Kessler 

918/284-4470 

Laurie Kirkland 

918/488-1491 

Curtis Kretchmar 

918/749-8374 

Oma Jean Lansdown 

918/481-1555 

Randy Lindemuth 

918/488-1844 

Carolanne Mahan 

918/492-0055 

Chris Martin 

918/481-8200 

Patsy Mastin 

918/496-3333 

Jane Maxey 

918/494-3030 

Shirley Miller 

918/663-2144 

David Momper 

918/254-0600 

Barbara Morton 

918/492-2000 

Kathy Nanny 

918/492-5900 

Lou Nelson 

918/481-8200 

Patty Perdue 

918/231-3877 

John Ragan 

918/747-4400 

Rexine Reynolds 

918/622-2920 

Penny Richardson 

918/254-0600 

Ray Richardson 

918/254-0600 

Kenneth Robinson 

918/496-2252 

Ken Rutherford 

918/481-8200 

Barbara Schreier 

918/496-3333 

Richard Stephens 

918/664-0307 

Barbara Stich 

918/254-0600 

Julie Tets worth 

918/481-8200 

Claudette Wheeler 

918/481-8200 

Steven Wheeler 

918/749-8374 

Ann Zollcr 

918/492-5900 

IN WEATHERFORD 


Judy Hartsell 

580/722-8045 

Bruce Magill 

580/772-7101 

Terry Magill 

580/772-7101 

Judy Overton 

580/772-1414 

IN YUKON 


Bill Bateman 

405/324-2812 

Lee Kieffer 

405/354-5243 

Clem McWhorter 

405/354-2155 
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Airborne 

SUMMER BREEZES WILLING AND STORMS AT BAY, 
DOZENS OF BALLOONS FLOAT TIJROUGI I 
THE TULSA SKIES AT THE NINTH ANNUAL 
GATE SWAY BALLOON FESTIVAL. 
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EDWfN R. HURD 



It’s an archetypal human fantasy , flying, likely due to its impossibility . We soar 

through the clouds in our nocturnal imaginings and fancy ourselves somehow more free . 

Perhaps that’s the reason why we love balloons, the sheer f floating freedom of them. 

N ini rv-NiM 1 1 'nmuoxs. Ok shai \ wi say, nine: i v nine ai or i bai i oons? 

Most Batn Boomers remember the German lilt from the Figlu ies, but the 
phrase could almost describe the ninth annual Gatesway Balloon Festival. On the 
weekend of August 2, sixty hot-air balloons, not all of them red, will Boat above 
the Tulsa horizon. At least part of the time. 

I he challenge of combining hot-air balloons with Oklahoma wind means that the 
propane- propelled vessels are more often tethered than airborne, flying only in early 
morning and at dusk, when wind speeds are below ten miles per hour and August 
temperatures don’t have too high a scorch factor. That shouldn't hinder the fun. Part 
of Gates ways appeal is that visitors can gel a better look at the landlocked vessels. 

During breaks from the big balloons, kids can enjoy the children's area attractions: 
pony rides, face painting, downs, and a carnival. More ambitious youngsters can par- 
ticipate in the Zarrow Families Youth Hot Air Balloon Contest, in which five-kid 
teams construct inflatable tissue paper balloons five to six feet rail — and, like the big 
boys, the)' fly with the aid ol propane-fueled burners. Prizes are awarded in several 
categories, including Most Beautiful and Longest Distance Balloon. 

Whether sixty or ninety-nine, balloons of all shapes and sizes are the jumping-off 
point fora wonderful time at the Gatesway Balloon Festival. 


One of the Gatesway festival’s perennial favorites is the evening Balloon Glow, held Friday 
and Saturday night at dusk. While grounded, the balloon interiors are lit, providing a large- 
scale glow throughout the festival site and an amazing visual experience for spectators. 


FESTIVAL 
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air balloons. Specifically, hot air is 
Compressed propane to temperatures 
lath the balloon's envelope, thus 
lask, does meteorology come In? No 
» exceed twelve miles per hour. Air 
Siovernor's Conference on Tourism 
nBEvent In 1997. 


Basic scientific and meteorological principles prl 
lighter than cooler air. in the case of balloons, pill 
up to 21 2 degrees Fahrenheit in burners located I 
enabling the balloon to rise Into the sky. Where, J 
matter how much fuel is applied, balloons won't 
or terra firtna* the Gatesway Balloon Festival wd 
has frequently honored the festival, naming it Ou 
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EDWIN R HURO 


While on assignment for Oklahoma Today, photographer Edwin Ft. Hurd captured this shat of the 
downtown Tulsa skyline whNe inside Rusty Elwell’s balloon, the Fred 8, Rabbit, Minutes later, the 
Rabbit crash landed, and shortly afterwards, Hurd, El well, and Hurd's wife, Sylvia, shared a 
thankful Balloonist’s Prayer together over sips of champagne. Inset photo: No, it's not a UFO but 
a glimpse of the Fred B. Rabbit during its brief flight. By the way, brushes against trees and 
buildings and bumpy touchdowns are not unusual among hot-air balloonists. 
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fhe Gatesway Balloon Festival is the largest fundraiser for Broken Arrow's Gates way 
Foundation, a nonprofit organization benefiting central and northeastern Oklahoma V 
develop men tally disabled \ This year's festival will he located on the NS U/ Broken Arrow 
campus , For $2, visitors can ride a shuttle departing from designated parking spots at Bro- 
ken Arrow High School and In Isa Community College’s Southeast branch to the site. Ad- 
mission: $3 for adults: free for children under twelve. All-day wristbands for activities in the 
children *$ area are available for $12, or kids can partake of rides for $2 each ♦ Live enter- 
tainment and food vendors will he present on the festival grounds. The 2002 Cates way Balloon 
Festival, August 2 from 3 pan. to II p.m. t August 3 from 6a.m. to // p.m ., and August 4 
from 6 nan* to noon. No shuttle service on Sunday , (918) 259-0587 or gates way. org. 


FESTIVAL 


3 3 


J.D, MERHYWEKTHER J.D. MERRYWEATHER 





Destroyed by Fire Seven Years Ago, Quartz Mountain 
Resort Arts and Conference Center Returns Stronger, 
Bigger, and Better. By Mary Logan Wolf 


J UST SOUTH OF LONE WOLF, STATE HIGHWAY 44-A VEERS HARD AND 
decisively toward the west, dipping and swaying across a prairie canvas of mini- 
mal shapes. Ahead, the land rises, announcing Mother Earth's womanly design. Here 
arc mountains, and here and perhaps one or two over there, powerful upheavals of lichen- 
streaked granite, the ancient peaks of the Wichita Mountains softened by the fall of rain- 
drops over the course of millions of years. 

Bands of Kiowa, Comanche, Cheycn ne-A rapaho , and Giddo Indians wintered in this 
country, Spaniards mined for gold, and early homesteaders sought refuge in the rollercoaster 
of earth. Today, this scalloped terrain encircles a new legend: die Quartz Mountain Resort 
Arts and Conference Center, Oklahoma's own special phoenix. 

Destroyed by electrical fire in 1995, the resurrection of the $17 million resort appeared 
less than miraculous at times. Mired in construction delays, the grand opening was post- 


poned five times. When at last it did happen on March 8, 200 1 , the public reaction was an 
appropriate rt Ooh-aah,” mingled with a collective sigh of relief from locals who depend on 
the resort to inject the welcome tourist dollar into their rural economy. 

“It was the vision that almost wasn’t,” says John Novack, who works for Tulsa s Urban 
Design Group and served as the project s chief architect. Developed in partnership with 
the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department (which publishes this magazine) and 
the Oklahoma Arts Institute (OAI) and now overseen by the State Regents for Higher 
Education, die resort's ambitious master plan triples the number of rooms to 1 1 8, offers a 
swanky new dining area, and provides hill conference facilities. 

“When the plan was initially unveiled* a growly kind of man approached me and said, 
'You'd damn sure better make it look like this plan when it's finished.' He made quite an 
impression on me,” Novack says. “Later, I sent him a note thanking him for the challenge.” 
Good to Novack* s word and true to design, the new r Quartz Mountain Resort is a 
grand facility. 


The Quartz Mountain Resort courtyard, above 
left, offers a panoramic view of the lodge and 
rooms and glimpses of nearby Lake Altus- 
Lugert, The performing arts theater, bottom 
left, is a short stroll from the main lodge across 
a quarter-mile expansion bridge. The main 
entrance to the lodge, right, incorporates o 
rustic yet modern design. 
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It’s everywhere you 
look.... These spaces 
were specifically de- 
signed for commis- 
sioned paintings.’ 




With stained pine logs and tall cathedral win- 
dows that mirror the sky, the lodge is cradled 
gently in the enclave of nearby mountains. 

“We chose not to compete with this,* Novack 
says, noting the powerful shape in ihc landscape* 
“Instead, we just wanted to exist within it.” 

In the same vein, the design team chose to 
embrace the history of the region and include it 
wherever possible in nearly every facet of the 
lodge* “We never go into a project without re- 
searching the area,* Novack says. Consequently, 
he spent hours studying archives at the 
Phiibrook Museum of Art, Gilcrease Museum, 
and the Museum of the Great Plains in Lawton. 

The reception area of the Grand Ballroom, above 
left, is a showcase for fine art. The halls of the 
resort's main lodge, bottom left, provide o built-in 
gallery for student and professional artwork* 


Digging deep into scholarly writings about Na- 
tive American and Western history, Novack pre- 
sented each detail to elders of the Kiowa tribe, 
“In many cases, the scholarly research presents 
only one side of the story,” he says. “Quite of- 
ten, it’s dead wrong.” 

Novack’ s team learned the tribal significance of 
colors and their multiple interpretations regard- 
ing the seasons* He emphasizes how the directions 
north, south, east, and west were frequently used 
in tribal ritual and how he honored this tradition 
in the placement of lodge cntryways* “I came away 
with an awesome understanding and appreciation 
of Oklahoma history,* he says* “This site literally 
resonated with it.* 

From building materials to color scheme, fur- 
nishings to artwork, nearly every segment of 
Quartz Mountain Resort reflects the influence 
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Built for ART 

"I went shopping For a horse but came home with a deer." That's how 
Mary Frates, president of the Oklahoma Arts Institute, describes her visit 
to the New York City studio of artist Joe Andoe, 

Andoe, a native Tulsan, is a Former guest artist of the institute. Two of his 
haunting portraits of pronged buck deer peer out from the foyer walls of the 
Quartz Mountain Resort Arts and Conference Center ballroom en byway . 

Prates' trip to New York in 1 999 was just one of many forays into the 
art market as she selected pieces for the Quartz Mountain Resort perma- 
nent collection, valued at $1 .5 million. 

The works of fifty-six of the nation's finest artists hang throughout the 
facHity- "It's everywhere you look/' F rates says, 'These spaces were 
specifically designed for commissioned paintings/' 

The collection is the accumulated vision of a designated committee, 
which included Prates, Quartz Mountain architect John Novack, and 
representatives of the Oklahoma Department of Tourism and Recreation, 
The collection includes paintings by Andoe, Carol Beesley, and Suzanne 
Klotz-Reily and works created by summer students of the OAI. Two 
acrylic-on-aluminum paintings by Don Nice hang prominently in the 
dining room of the resort. In the lobby stands As Long As the Rivers Flow , 
the famous sculpture by Allan Houser. Near the resort's conference rooms 
is the bronze Another Dream by Scottsdale, Arizona, artist Fritz Scholder. 

Giant charcoal drawings of insects and apples— student art and the 
only pieces to survive the fire of 1 995 — hang along the lodge corridors. 
'The bugs/' Frates says, "the kids go ape over the bugs!" 

Outside the lodge are the towering steel sculptures by Israeli artist 
Menashe Kadishman, representing the positive and negative image of 
trees. Tree # I stands at the landscaped entrance to the lodge; Tree #2 
stands in the resort courtyard. "He offered us the first piece," says Frates, 
"and it was so beautiful we said, We want two/" 

Frates commissioned Daniel Kiacz, the first drawing teacher at the 
institute in 1977 , to produce a collection of four hundred contemporary 
western serigraphs. Four of his serigraphs hang in each of the resort's 
1 1 8 guest rooms. 

According to Frates, "The fact that many of these artists have taught at 
the OAI is the unifying base for our collection." 


of Oklahoma’s diverse cultures. The physical 
shape of the resort — built around a central court' 
yard — mirrors the council ring used by Kiowa 
and other Plains tribes. Pine logs like those used 
by early settlers support the lodge structure, and 
red granite from local quarries complements the 
stone picnic areas, outdoor amphitheater, shel- 
ters * and comfort stations built by members of the 
Civilian Conservation Corps in 1937. 

The handiwork of Oklahoma artisans like 
Calvin Adair of Weatherford (who created nu- 
merous wrought- iron fixtures of cowboys, coy- 
ote, and cattle) punctuates the facility’s interior. 
Inlaid in the resort's primary entry way is a bril- 
liant floor mosaic by Linda Allen of Tulsa. Us- 
ing riles, colored glass, river stones, and pieces 
of castoff china, Allen's ground-level art is so 
lovely most guests step around it rather than 


plod across. Even the sidewalks ringing the resort 
are imprinted with the paw and hoof prints of 
wildlife indigenous to the region, 

EEK AND YOU SHALL FIND, NOVACK IS 
quick to point out that Quartz Mountain Re- 
sort is more than just a history lesson, “We like 
to make sure our projects are completely an- 
chored in time and place/ he says. While the ar- 
chitecture, furnishings, and detail work fit the 
theme of the lodge, the resort and conference 
center s comforts are pure twenty-first century. 

Half of the resort's guest rooms offer waterfront 
views of Lake Altus-Lugert; the other half face the 
courtyard, where regular games of volleyball, 
horseshoes, and shuffleboard provide action for 
amateur sports fans. An adjacent swimming pool 
and whirlpool beg visitors to dive in, cool off, and 



Artwork from the Quartz 
Mountain Resort collection, 
above, clockwise from left: Deer 
#f is a 1999 oil on canvas by 
Tulsa native Joe Andoe; Bug #1, 
a 1992 ink wash on paper 
created by Joseph Erb of El Reno 
while a student at OAI; and 
Centaur f, an oil on canvas 
painted by Arizona artist Fritz 
Scholder in 1 993. 
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calm down. All rooms feature small decks with 
French doors rhat swing open (be sure to get in- 
structions on how to Sock and unlock the doors 
from the from desk), allowing the rhythmic call of 
cicadas and the soft lap of waves to lull you to sleep, 

Reading lamps sprinkle light against vibrantly 
painted walls, and downy comforters in muted 
shades of sand offer an invitation to rest your weary 
head. If staying connected via the Internet is a must, 
all Quartz rooms come with dual- phone data ports. 
Deluxe suites offer ail of the amenities above, plus 
a mini fridge, wet bar, and fireplace. 

In the evening, warm light spills from the win- 
dows of the main lobby, illuminating an interior 
rich with Mission oak furnishings and the pleas- 
ing scent of leather. In cooler months, a crackling 
fire in the lobby's massive stone fireplace is the 
perfect spot to curl up with a good book or admire 
the suite of eight murals by Oklahoma City anise 
Mike Larsen; four depict an important moment 
in the tribal history of the Kiowa, and four reflect 
the Oklahoma Arts Institute experience. 

Just off the lobby, you'll find the Beverly Bad- 
ger Memorial Library', donated in honor of the 
Altus native and lover of great literature. Here arc 
works of masters: the plays of Shakespeare, Ibsen, 
and Tennessee Williams, volumes on art and mu- 
sic, and for the neophyte, even a copy of Classical 
Music for Dummies . 

Among the library’s many gems is a signed copy 
of The Way to Rainy Mountain by N. Scott 
Momadav. The Pulitzer Prize-winning author and 
alumnus oftheOAI donated a rare first edition to 
the library several years ago. When the lodge 
burned in 1995, this volume was one of many trea- 
sures lost. Momaday presented a second copy of 
his book, illustrated by his father, at the resort's 
grand opening in March 2001. 

To the east of the lobby lie the resort's five con- 
ference rooms. From the height of the rabies to the 
width of the chairs, every detail is designed to meet 
the criteria of the National Association of Confer- 
ences. Named after tribes in the region, the Caddo, 
Apache, Comanche, and Wichita moms seat up 
to 1 80 people. The grand Kiowa room encom- 
passes 4,800 square feet, seats up to four hundred 
people, and is ideal for weddings, proms, and the 

The lobby of the resort, left, welcomes guests 
with o stone fireplace and inviting furnishings. 
The Mike Larsen mural suite circles the ceiling of 
the room. At right: The Badger Library and the 
outdoor dining area of the Sundance Cafe. 


occasional Saturday night swing dance. 

AcroSsS the bay and connected by a quarter- 
mile expansion bridge sits the $4 million Twin 
Peaks Performing Arts Theater, surrounded on 
three sides by a large open deck that faces the 
lake. With a seating capacity of seven hundred, 
the grand structure is modeled after the Walk 
Festival Hall in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, 
home of the Grand Teton Music Festival, 
Designed by Richard R. Brown and Associates 
of Oklahoma City — the same firm that up- 
dated the Civic Center Music Hall there — the 
hall fills with notes of student musicians dur- 
ing the Oklahoma Arts Institute each June. 

For Mary Prates, president of the OAI, the 
performing halfs perfect acoustics more than 
meet the institute's needs, and then some. 
“The hall sets Quartz Mountain up to host 
music and film festivals, orchestras, concerts, 
you name it,* 1 Frates says, “Its one more cor- 
nerstone in establishing Quartz Mountain as 
a premier conference center.” 



‘In the evening, 
warm light spills 
from the windows 
of the resort’s 
main lobby.’ 


W ITH ITS RUSTIC YET REFINED ATMO- 
sphere, it’s easy to feel comfortable at 
Quartz Mountain Resort, Something about the 
looming and protective Wichita Mountains casts 
a hypnotic spell. Even the jovial greetings of fam- 
ily members grilling burgers at the nearby 
Mountain view Bun khouse seem muffled by the 
mountains. What the Kiowa, Comanche, Caddo, 
and Cheyenne- Arapaho knew centuries ago — 
and what a fire destroyed — is once again a sanc- 
tuary for artists, patrons, and vacationers alike. 
At Quartz Mountain, a phoenix is reborn. t£U 


At nearby Quarts Mountain State Park just two 
miles from the lodge, families can enjoy a roaring go- 
kart track amusement rides , paddleboats , canoe rent- 
als , and a waiet'park, The park's scenic eighteen-hole 
golf course attracts both novices and seasoned players. 
For anglers . Lake Altus-Lugert contains troplry bass , 
and the North Fork of the Red River — -which spills 
out of the lake and meanders through the park — of- 
fers seasonal trout fishing. 

The resort s Su ndance Cafe is open for breakfast , | 
lunch, and dinner. Dinner reservations are recant- | 
mended during peak tra vel seasons. ( 580) 563-2424. □ 
For details, rates , and reservations, contact Quartz 
Mountain Resort Arts and Conference Center at 
(877) 999-5567 or visit their website at 
quartzrno ttn tain resort, co m. 
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Editors’ Picks 


PLACES 

Every OkldhoTHttfl Should Visit 



How oo earth does a team of travel editors narrow a vast list down 
to a mere few, special, must-see places? And why take on such a 
task at all, for that matter? Summertime upon us, we feel sure 
you’re searching for some satisfying road trips and weekend 
getaways. With that in mind, we’ve created a core curriculum of 
important statewide destinations any true-blooded Oklahoman 
would be proud to have mastered. We readily admit it; Many 
worthy places are not on this list — a list that, space permitting, 
could include hundreds of locations. The distilled version over the 
next twelve pages — written by twenty-one Oklahoma Today 
contributors and staff — comprises what we believe to be die first 
semester of an Oklahoma traveler's education. : i : 



ALABASTER CAVERNS 
STATE PARK 

■ Location: 6 miles south of Freedom 

■ Area: 200 acres 

■ Appeal: Cool off down under 

The deliciously chilly experience of seeing 
your breach on a searing August afternoon is 
all it cakes to fall in love with Alabaster 
Caverns State Park, The largest gypsum cave 
tn the world open to the public* the 
underground recess has a year-round average 
temperature char hovers around fifty 
degrees. It's a cool place, indeed. 

No one knows who First discovered 
Alabaster Caverns, but it's been a favorite 
local destination since the late 1800s. 
Guided tours of the main cavern are 
offered, but with a permit from the 
visitor center, the more adventurous can 
explore five other undeveloped caves 
located in the park. 

Caves and bats arc synonymous, and 
five different species can be found 
hanging out (and upside down) at 
Alabaster Caverns. “Some people get a 
little nervous walking under the bats,” 


says assistant park manager Sue Mitchell. 
“But we try to explain that they’re really 
harmless.” (580) 621-3381 

— Chad Love 

ANADARKO 

• Location: 42 miles north of Lawton 

■ Population: 6.645 

■ Appeal: Hub of Plains Indian culture 
just about all things Native American are 

available in the southwest Oklahoma 
community of Anadarko. Founded when 
surrounding Kiowa-Comanche and Wichita 
reservations opened to white settlement* this 
cornfield community takes pride in its 
multicultural heritage and proudly proclaims 
itself the “Indian Capital of the Nation.” 

The Southern Plains Indian Museum and 
Crafts Center, home to an impressive 
collection of tribal an and artifacts* highlights 
the creative works of contemporary Native 
American artists and craftsmen from around 
rhe country, Fora more hands-on experience, 
Indian City* USA replicates seven Indian 
villages. (405) 247-6651 oranadarko.org 

— Mary Logan Wolf 


ARBUCKLE MOUNTAINS 

■ Location: 20 miles north of Ardmore 

■ Area. More than LOGO square miles 

■ Appeal; Water, rock, and exotic animals 

Rising from the windswept plains of 

southern Oklahoma* the Arbuckle Moun- 
tains house many of the state s natural and 
not -so- natural treasures. It’s hard to imagine, 
but these ancient* timeworn mounds may 
have once rivaled the majesty of the Rockies. 

Arbuckle Wilderness, I oca red within the 
park, Is home to more than 120 species of 
animals. Eleven miles of fence surround this 
400-acre drive- through animal park, where 
the wildlife roam free and you’re the caged 
spectacle. Don’t forget to buy a bucket of 
animal feed for the eight-mile safari: you’ll 
need it, (580) 369-3383 — Nicole Emmons 

BEAVERS BEND RESORT PARK 

■ Location: 7 miles north of Broken Bow 

• Size: 3,500 acres 

• Appeal: Eye candy for any naturalist 

“Beavers Bend was one of the first campsites 

established in Oklahoma after Lake Murray,” 
says park manager Terr)' Walker. “The 
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[Civilian Conservation Corps] built the 
Nature Center and thirteen of the cabins we 
use roday." 

Fishing* canoeing, hiking trails, scuba 
diving, boatings and golf are just a few 
perks at Beavers Bend Resort Park, which 
became a state park in 1937. Make 
overnight reservations at the Lakeview 
Lodge for a romantic getaway. (580) 494- 
6300 or beaversbend.com 

— Anne Schlesselman 

BLACK MESA 

■ Location: The Panhandle 

■ Size: Nearly 2,000 acres 

■ Appeal: Oklahoma's highest ground 

Altitude, solitude, and stunning natural 

beaut}' are the qualities that draw people to 
Black Mesa Nature Preserve and Black Mesa 
State Park, The 1 ,600 -acre Black Mesa Nature 
Preserve, just outside the tiny hamlet of 
Kenton, encompasses 4 ,9 73 -foot Black Mesa, 
Oklahoma's highest point, while 349 -acre 
Black Mesa State Park, established in 1 959, 
lies fifteen miles southeast of the mesa. 

Both areas are unlike anything else in 


Oklahoma. Geographically isolated, sparsely 
populated, and vast in scope, the Black 
Mesa area is Oklahoma's outback. Histori- 
cally, it's been a haven for those wishing to 
escape, whether nineteenth-century 
highwaymen fleeing the law or modern 
adventurers fleeing the city. 

Bird watching, hiking, and fishing are three 
of the favorite activities at Black Mesa. The 
Panhandle is arid, but 1 59-acre Lake Carl 
Etling in Black Mesa State Park offers fishing 
and camping, while the preserve's scenic 
summit trail is a good way to touch the state's 
roof. (580) 426-2222 ‘ —Chad Love 

BOSTON AVENUE UNITED 
MET 1 1 ODIST Cl I LI FECI I 

■ Location: Downtown Tulsa 

■ Size: 255-foot tower and 1 ,800 seats 

■ Appeal: Art deco masterpiece 

Of all the architectural masterpieces in 
Tulsa, the sweetest may he Boston Avenue 
United Methodist Church. Nowhere in the 
world does art deco's modernistic and 
distinctively American style merge so 
harmoniously with spiritual expression. 


resulting in a union of terra cotta and steel 
that is at once earthbound and transcendent. 
The church's majestic 255-foot cower 
stands like a sacred sentinel, testifying to a 
vanished era when oil-boom optimism and 
religious fervor intermingled. For Tulsa 
visitors, the church elicits wonder and 
admiration. For residents, it has become a 
source of civic pride. 

History credits Boston Avenue's design ro 
professor and church member Adali Robinson 
and to her former student- turned-architect, 
Bruce Goff — though who deserves ultimate 
credit remains a source of debate. The church 
was completed in 1929 for $3,5 million. In 
1999, the U.S. Secretary of the Interior named 
it a National Historic Landmark. 

A compelling interior, adorned with an 
deco flourishes, contains a 1 ,800-seat 
auditorium, 750,000-piece mosaic, and a 
million dollar, 105-rank organ. "All appoint- 
ments have been designed with the hope of 
creating a place that is honest, harmonious, 
and spiritualized,’' wrote Robinson. 

Her hope was not in vain, (918) 583-5181 
or bostonavenueumcorg — Scott Wigton 
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BRICK I OWN 

■ Location: East of downtown Oklahoma City 

■ Annual visitors: More than 7 million 

■ Appeal: Big-city fun with a down-home feel 

Oklahoma historian Boh Blackburn cat Is 

Bricktown the “historic crossroads of 
commerce in Oklahoma City/ 7 One look at 
the timeline reveals why. In the late 1800s* 
four railroads laid tracks in Oklahoma and 
settled their operations just cast of them, in 
p resen t-day B ric k town . 

Over the next three generations, large red- 
brick buildings were constructed to accommo- 
date the commercial traffic created by the 
railroads. All of this industry came to a halt 
during the Great Depression and stayed calm 
lor years to come, leaving shells or success in 
the form of real estate. 

Though the name “Bricktown’ 1 was coined 
in 1980, plans for the district were continually 
on hold until 1993, when they resurfaced and 
were funded in part by the MAPS program. A 
former graveyard of Oklahoma City's past has 
become its future, I he district is the perfect 
place for a complete night out with restaurants 
and nightlife galore, flanked by a canal system 
and river walk The adjoining SBC Rrtcktown 
Ballpark livens up many a summer day with 
peanuts and Cracker jacks and an outfield 
perfect fora blanket and hot dog. (405) 236- 
8666 or bricktowiiokc.com 

— Andrea Lopez Walker 

Cl 1EROKEE I IERJ FACE CEN I ER 

■ Location: 3 miles south of Tahlequah 

■ Size: 44 acres 

■ Appeal: Unforgettable tribal history 

Like any historical attraction worth irs 
weight in paper, the Cherokee Heritage Center 
has reams to challenge the fittest researcher: 
artifacts, genealogical files, and just about every 
document important to the vast Cherokee 
Nation. Yet the cultural home of Oklahoma’s 
largest tribe also can be physically demanding. 

How about a little stickball? In the Tsa- La- 
th Ancient Village — depicting sixteen th- 
century life before European settlers — visitors 
can cheer on the old national pastime, 11 It was 
the way to resolve conflict in the tribe,” says 
the center’s spokesperson, Marilyn Craig, “Ids 
a very rough game,” 

Real history is not for the faint-hearted, 
either. The Cherokee National Museum holds 
the tribe s official archives, while a walk- 
through exhibir brings the Trail of Tears to 
vivid, tragic life. (918) 456-6007 or 
cherokeehentage.org — -Rod Walton 


CHICKASAW NATIONAL 
RECREATION AREA 

S Location: Adjacent to Sulphur 

* Size; Nearly lG r Q0G acres 

■ Appeal: Tribal -turned-tourist mecca 
Believed to have medicinal value, the 

mineral springs of the Chickasaw National 
Recreation Area were permanently protected 
in 1906 when the Chickasaw Nation sold the 
land to the federal government. Today, the 
sulfur-saturated springs are still prized for 
their healing effects. Says Chickasaw 
spokesperson Susie Staples, “h smells like 
rotten eggs, but visitors still fill milk jugs with 
the mineral waters of Vendome Well." 

More interactive rhan most national parks, 
the Chickasaw National Recreation Area also 
offers the buzzing of motorboats on Lake of 
the Ai buckles, the more reserved charter of 
family reunions, and the quiet solitude of 
fishing. With two Jakes, numerous campsites 
and RV hookups, miles of multiuse trails, and 
the educational draw of Travertine Nature 
Center, ids no wonder Chickasaw has been a 
favorite destination for nearly a hundred years, 
(580) 622-3165 or nps.gov/chic 

— Jay Swearingen 

FORT GIBSON, FORT RENO, 
FORT TOWSON, FORT CiOfiB 

■ Location: Across Oklahoma 

■ Number: 4 

* Appeal: Condensed history lessons 

Oklahoma’s forts have seen a rich tapestry 

of United Stares history. Port Gibson (918/ 
478-4088) was created in 1824 as a peacekeep- 
ing measure with the Indians. Though the fort 
was never attacked, irs eighty acres operated 
throughout the Mexican- American War, the 
Civil War, and the Indian Wars. Today, F : ort 


Gibson, east of Muskogee, has more standing 
buildings than any other Oklahoma fort. 

In the early 1900s, Fort Reno (405/262- 
3987), in west El Reno, was used primarily 
for the cavalry. The fort was considered a 
"remount depot," where horses and mules 
were bred and trained for both world wars; it 
eventually hosted polo matches, horse races, 
horse show's, and horse auctions. Today, Fort 
Reno offers regular tours. 

Stand Wane, the last Confederate Civil War 
general to surrender, did so at Fort Towson 
(580/87 3-2634) in 1 865. A Cherokee, he was 
the highest -ran king Indian military officer in 
the Indian Territory and rhe only American 
Indian to achieve the rank of genera! during 
the Civil War. The site offers a museum foil 
of artifacts and a refurbished historic store. 

One of the more obscure forts is Port 
Cobb (405/643-2249), tucked away in Fort 
Cobb State Park near Anadarko. Generals 
Philip Sheridan and George Custer both held 
command at Fort Cobb after the Batde of rhe 
Washita near Cheyenne. Pew T remnants 
remain of the fort, but an alert tourist can 
find traces of a stockade on the bilk 

—Brooke Demetz 

GALLAC1 1ER-IBA ARENA 

■ Location: OSU campus 

■ Size: 120 feet tall with seating for 13,61 1 

■ Appeal: Home to more national 
championships than any other facility 
in the country 

One of the mosr admired and , in oppo- 
nents' eyes, intimidating college venues in the 
nation, Gallagher- Iba Arena has undergone 
big changes with irs recent $55 million 
expansion. During rhe remodeling project, 
contractors built a new roof and concourse 


42 


OKLAHOMATODAY ■ JULY/AUGUST 2002 



GOVERNOR’S MANSION 

Location: East of the State Capitol 
Size: 14,000 square feet 
■ Appeal: Gubernatorial style meets 
southern charm 

Though a site was designated for 
Oklahoma's executive residence in 
1914, it remained bare until the 
summer of 1927, when construction 
began on the open lot. Mansion 
architects Layton, Hicks, and Forsyth, 
who had previously designed the State 
Capitol, decided upon Indiana 
Carthage limestone for the exterior of 
the Dutch Colonial mansion. The home 
rises three stories and has one 
additional level underground. 

Signs of the state are found through- 
out, from the etched-glass windows 
and dining room chairs— each marked 
by the state seal— to the Oklahoma- 
shaped outdoor swimming pool. Tours, 
offered each Wednesday* give visitors a 
glimpse of the twelve-room wonder. 
(405) 521-2342 orgovernonstate,ok.us 
—Andrea Lopez Walker 



around the old arena — named for coaching 
legends Ed Gallagher (wresding) and Henry 
Iba (basketball)— then tore down the original 
roof and upper wall. Today, the unique 
Athletic Center encompasses Gallagher- 1 ba 
Arena, an academic counseling center, training 
and rehab facilities, athletic department 
offices, a museum, and sky box suites* How 
many high- tops and mats have squeaked 
against Gallagher- 1 has original, circa- 1938 
white maple floor, the oldest collegiate court 
surface in the United States, is impossible to 
tell (405) 744-5745 or okstate.fansonly.com 
— Steffie Corcoran 

GERONIMO’S GRAVE 

m Location: Fort Sill, near Lawton 

■ Population: 1 

■ Appeal: Here lies a legend 

Jim Morrison in Paris, JFK at Arling- 
ton, Geronimo at Fort Sill. In the annals 
of gravesites, Geronimo's final resting 
place is one of the most historic sites in 
America. The medicine man and warrior's 
grave is near the Fort Sill Museum at the 
Fort Sill U.S. Army Field Artillery Center 
and School. Geronimo, an Apache, was 
brought to Fort Sill in 1894 as a prisoner 
of war. He was granted permission in rhe 
early 1900s to join Pawnee Bill's Wild 
West Show— where he traveled around 
the Uni red States entertaining and gaining 
fame — while still a prisoner* In 1909, 
gripping the hand of a beloved cousin 
who sat beside him, Geronimo died of 
pneumonia, a POW, at Fort Sill's Apache 
hospital. (580) 442-5123 or 
findagrave.com 

— Ryan Marie Mendenhall 


GILCR EASE MUSEUM 

■ Location: Northwest Tulsa 

■ Collection: Nearly 400,000 objects 

■ Appeal: American West galore 

There are 101 Ranch Wild West Show 

posters, a Santee Sioux pipe, and a pair of 
beaded, fringed leather gloves; a July 1, 1776, 
letter written by Thomas Jefferson; necklaces 
of colorful glass and seed beads, eagle bones, 
milk teeth of an elk, bear daws, a turde spine, 
and a beaver tooth; an armor breastplate and 
brass stirrups used by a sixteenth -century 
conquistador; and artifacts from the Aztec 
and Mayan empires of Mexico and Mound 
Builder civilizations of the American Midwest* 
These treasures — some on display and 
some under wraps — are in Oklahoma, thanks 
to oil mao Thomas Gilcrease, one of a few 
collectors who, during the urbanization of 
the rmd-l90Qs, was determined to preserve 
an accurate portrait of the American West. 
His collection is housed in a museum 
adjacent to the home where he lived and the 
mausoleum where he lies in rest on 460 acres 
overlooking the Osage Hills and downtown 
Tulsa* (918) 596-2700 orgilcrease.org 

—Suzanne Fitzgerald Wallis 

GREENWOOD DISTRICT 

■ Location; North Tulsa 

■ Size: 1 block 

■ Appeal: Recovery incarnate 

In the early 1900s, entrepreneurial spirit 
brought Tulsa's historic African American 
community, known as Greenwood, national 
renown. “Black Wall Street,” as some dubbed 
it, teemed with business activity* Greenwood 
Avenue, the vibrant hub of the district, drew 
Favorable comparisons to Memphis’ BcaJc 


Street and Chicago's State Street. 

The calamitous 1921 Tulsa Race Riot* 
the worst such incident in American 
history, temporarily stilled Greenwood. In 
an orgy of violence, marauding rioters 
seized upon the neighborhood, leaving in 
their wake death and destruction* In a 
remarkable resurrection, Greenwood rose from 
the ashes with renewed vitality and splendor, 
peaking in the 1940s* Decades later, changed 
social and economic conditions sparked a 
prodigious downward spiral. 

The Greenwood Cultural Center, built in 
1985, stemmed the tide of decline. Featuring 
an art gallery, a gift shop, and myriad cultural 
offerings, the center anchors modern-day 
Greenwood* Ir also houses the Oklahoma 
Jazz Hall of Fame and manages the Mabel B* 
Little Heritage Center* Says Fai Walker, 
executive director, “The history and culture 
of African Americans in Tulsa is multifac- 
eted. It chronicles the migration, challenges, 
and transformation of a rural people into 
urban dwellers.’' (918) 585-2084 or 
gree n wood cul turalcen ter. com 

— Hannibal B* Johnson 

GUTHRIE 

■ Location; Central Oklahoma 

■ Population: Around 10,000 

■ Appeal; The old west is still smokin 1 

Territorial life In Oklahoma is still 

palpable in Guthrie, Oklahoma’s first 
capital and the largest contiguous site on the 
National Register of Historic Places* Quaint 
streets lined with restaurants, saloons, and 
antique stores make this town a favorite for 
Saturday getaways* (405) 282-1948 or 
guthrieoLcom - — Louisa M cCime 
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KIRKPATRICK SCIENC! & AIR 
SPACE MUSEUM AT OMNIPLEX 

■ Location: Between Remington Park and 
the Oklahoma City Zoo 

■ Size: More than 10 acres under one roof 

■ Appeal: Moon modules, hands-on 
science exhibits, and 70-foot movies 

This isn't just your granddaddy's 
museum. In fact, calling it a museum is a 
little like referring to the White House as 
government housing. “Omniplex is so 
much more than what 'science and air 
space’ intimates/ says Nancy Coggins, 
Omniplex spokesperson, “It’s more Mke an 
amusement park for the mind,” 

Omniplex boasts science exhibits like the 
earthquake simulator, echo chambers, and 
build -your-own remote-controlled robots* 
Plenty of air and space paraphernalia is on 
hand* including an original Wiley Post 
airplane* a lunar lander, space suits, and an 
authentic NASA command center. 
Traditional museum enthusiasts will enjoy 
the galleries filled with the works of 
Oklahoma artists and the botanical gardens 
and greenhouses. The seventy- foot 
OmniDome theater shows regular features* 
(405) 602-7652 or omniplex, org 

—Jay Swearingen 


1 1 II MAR LAND MANSION AND 
PIONEER WOMAN STATUE 

■ Location: Ponca City 

■ Size: 55 rooms 

■ Appeal: For the oil man wannabe In us all 

E*W. Marl and had already built one 

mansion in Ponca City when he began 
work on an even larger home in 1925. 
Modeled on the Davanzati Palace in 
Florence and located on what was then an 
isolated hill northeast of dow ntown* the 
Marland Mansion was finished in 1928. 
Surrounded by trees and island-studded 
lakes, the house was a fitting showcase for 
the man who at one time controlled one- 
tench of rhe world's oil reserves. 

With the mansion under construction, 
Marland commissioned the Pioneer Woman 
statue. Following a public competition of 
twelve prototypes, the winning seventeen- 
foot bronze by artist Bryant Baker of New 
York was unveiled in 1930 to a crowd of 
40,000 people* Today, rhe statue is consid- 
ered an important centerpiece of Ponca City. 

Marland sold the house in 1941 and died 
six months later. The home passed into 
other ownership until purchased by the city 
in 1975. Now, the fully furnished mansion 


once again projects the Splendor it enjoyed 
nearly eighty years ago, (800) 422-8340 or 
marland mansionxom — John Elk III 

MEMORIAL STADIUM 

■ Location: Fast side of the OU campus 

■ Seats: More than 75,000 

■ Appeal: Home to 7 national football 
championships 

Towering at the east end of cam pus, historic 
Memorial Stadium at OU is a source of pride 
for every Sooner* On game days during the 
fall, the place comes to life as 75,000 fans 
gather to watch the crimson and cream crush 
their opponents on the gridiron* Named for 
Bennie Owen, legendary Sooner football 
coach from 1905 to 1926, Owen Field sports 
a natural turf after making the switch from 
artificial grass in 1 994. Recent construction 
has added nine sky suites on the west side of 
the stadium, brand-new seats, structural 
upgrades, and new offices* Though game 
times are ideal for taking in the facility', even a 
quiet afternoon walk around the behemoth 
stadium recalls glory days for Sooners past* 

You can almost hear the echoes* 

(405) 325-8235 or sooners ports* fan son iy.com 
— Andrea Lopez Walker 


LITTLE SAHAR A STATE PARK 

■ Location: 4 miles south of Waynoka 
• Size, 1,800 acres 

■ Appeal: Large-scale sandbox 

Strap on a helmet and visit the dunes* 
Little Sahara State Park has been around for 
almost forty years* Owned and operated by 
the Oklahoma Department of Tourism and 
Recreation, the sand dunes were actually 
created over 1 1 ,000 years ago, a result of 
terrace deposits and well-quartz left by the 
Cimarron River when it occupied the land 
during the Pleistocene Age* Today, the park 
offers dune buggy and four-wheeler rentals 
at Little Sahara Tours and Rentals. The 
dune area is open twenty-four hours a day. 
every day of the year. (580) 824-147] or 
w ay n ok a* com/1 i tt 1 esa h a ra 

— Anne Schlcsstlman 


MYRIAD BOTANICAL GARDENS AND CRYSTAL BRIDGE 

■ Location: Downtown Oklahoma City 
i Size: 17 acres 

Appeal: A premier botanical attraction in the Southwest 

Situated in downtown Oklahoma City, the Myriad Botanical Gardens are hard to miss. 
The architecturally poetic Crystal Bridge is surrounded by lush foliage and splendid 
specimens of plant life. A walking tour of the outdoor grounds winds throughout the 
seventeen acres and includes many stops along the way. Railed pathways surround small 
nonds dotted with lily pads, making for a serene noontime walk. But save some energy: 
itssde scenery is just the beginning. Once inside the 22 4-foot-long Crystal Bridge, a 
« w r[ jaf wonderland awaits. The translucent cylinder, crafted of acrylic and steel, is home 
to more than a thousand species of plants, highlighted by cascading streams and a 
towering waterfall. The conservatory, open year-round, frequently features special exhibits 
in addition to the permanent collection, all promising to teach even the most novice 
botanophile a thing or two about photosynthesis. (405) 297-3995 or okc-cityhall.org 

— Andrea Lopez Walker 


NATIONAL COWBOY AND 
WESTER. N HERITAGE MUSEUM 

■ Location; East Oklahoma City 

■ Size: 220 r 000 square feet 

■ Appeal: The real West 

“Oklahoma's history teems with talcs of 

immigrants and Native Americans who 
shaped and were shaped by this beautiful 
bur harsh land wc call the American 
West** says Chuck Schroeder* executive 
director of the National Cowboy and 
Western Heritage Museum. Those stories 
come alive through a blend of art and 
history at this legendary Institution* 

Visitors can walk the route of the great 
cattle or listen to western yarns told in true 
cowboy voices In the American Cowboy 
Gallery. Other galleries include Trappers and 
Traders, Hunting in the West* and the 
Frontier Military. In the Children s Cowboy 
Corral* little wranglers can try on western 
duds and feet the hairy hide of a mounted 
longhorn steer. The museum's art galleries 
include historic works by artists like Charles 
M, Russell and Frederic Remington and an 
unparalleled collection of contemporary 
masters like Wilson Hurley and Tom Lovell* 
(405) 478-2250 or cowboyhalloffame.org 

—Marcia Preston 



the End of tho Trail is o focal point at the 
National Cowboy and Western Heritage 
Museum in Oklahoma City, 

OKLAI fOMA CITY NATIONAL 
MEMORIAL AND MUSEUM 

* Location: Downtown Oklahoma City 

■ Impact: 168 empty chairs 

■ Appeal: A haunting reminder of 
terrorism's effects 

Both pre-September 11 and post, nothing 
outside of ground zero is more sobering than 
the Oklahoma City National Memorial and 
Memorial Center Museum. A tribute to the 
victims and survivors of the Alfred P. Murrali 
Federal Building bombing in 1995* the facility 
draws tourists worldwide who come to pay 
homage. (405) 235-331 3 or 
okl aho niac i ry na t i o na I n i e m or ial.org 

— Louisa McOme 


OKLAHOMA CITY 
MUSEUM OF ART 

Location: Downtown Oklahoma City 
• Size: 1 10,000 square feet 
■ Appeal: Art house opens to rave 

reviews 

The Donald W, Reynolds Visual Arts 
Center houses the Oklahoma City 
Museum of Art, established in 1958 at 
State Fair Park. The atrium's spectacu- 
lar 2,400-piece, fifty-five-foot glass tower 
was designed by Seattle artist Dale 
Chihuly, Adorned with natural materials 
like glass, limestone, granite, and wood, 
the museum's interior contains fifteen 
galleries. The permanent collection and 
special exhibits are ably supported by 
an upscale bistro, museum store* and 
theater. “Our greatest challenges lie 
ahead,” says museum director Carolyn 
Flitl, who oversaw a $40 million capital 
campaign. "The programs, the activities, 
the visitor services must be on par with 
the gorgeous facility.” (405) 236-3100 
or okcmoa.com 

— Steffi e Corcoran 



OKLAHOMA 
ROUTE 66 

■ Location: From Qua paw to Texola 

■ Size: Almost 400 miles across the state 

■ Appeal: An authentic American experience 

Bona fide travelers who wish to cake the 

pulse of the land need to head straight for 
Route 66* the nation s most enduring artery of 
asphalt and concrete* The Mother Road, as 
John Steinbeck dubbed the highway in The 
Grapes of Wrath, winds more than 2,400 miles 
through eight states and three rime zones 
between Chicago and Santa Monica. 

Today, as a revival of interest in the old road 
continues, legions of travelers from around the 
world are finding that more than 85 percent of 
Route 66 am be driven. They are also finding 
that Oklahoma's almost four hundred miles of 
vintage roadway — more than in any other 
state — remain the heart and soul of Route 66. 

Visitors continue to flock to see the necklace 
of attractions* They include the Coleman 
Theater in Miami* Foyil's totem poles, Will 
Rogers sites in Claremore* the Blue Whale in 
Catoosa, the Rock Cafe in Stroud* Arcadia's 
Round Barn, the Oklahoma Route 66 
Museum in Clinton* and the National 
Route 66 Museum in E\k City**. to name 
but a few. route66*com — Michael Wallis 

OKLAI IOM.A STATE UNIVERSITY 
N UNIVERSITY OF OKLAI iOMA 

■ Location: Stillwater and Norman 

■ Student population: 41,777 

■ Appeal: Brainiacs apply here 

What's Oklahoma without crimson and 
cream* orange and black? Theta Pond and 
the Duck Pond? Division 1 football in 
autumn* basketball in winter? Eskimo Joe’s 


and The Mont? Created by the Oklahoma 
Territorial Legislature in 1890, the Univer- 
sity of Oklahoma and Oklahoma State 
University have been a home away from 
home for countless students over the years. 

In Stillwater, OS U’s red brick Georgian 
architecture provides a pleasing 850-acre 
setting with the Student Union (largest in 
the country) and Old Cenrral as its 
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Hie National Route 66 Museum in Elk City, 


centerpieces. Down the road in Norman* 
OlTs campus offers eclectic architectural 
styles ranging from the Collegiate Gothic 
of Evans Hall and Bizzell Library to the 
contemporary Fred Jones Jr, Museum of 
Arc, home to the Wei crenh offer collection 
of impressionist paintings. 

The OU campus Is completed with 
gardens* fountains, and sculpture that 
President David Boren says provide “a 
major university experience in a private 
college atmosphere," At OSU* visitors can 
enjoy the Oklahoma Botanical Garden 
and Arboretum* where the popular OETA 
program Oklahoma Gardening is taped, 
(405) 325-031 1 orou.edu; (405) 744 - 
5000 or okstate.edu 

— Carolyn Tharp 

PENSACOLA DAM 

■ Location: Langley 

■ Length: 5,145 feet 

■ Appeal; The dam's the thing 

“Lengthy” puts it mildly. The world's 

longest multiple-arch dam, which spans 
approximately one mile from valley wall 
to valley wall between Langley and 
Disney* boasts fifty-one arches and 
twenty-one spillways. Envisioned at the 
turn of the century as a powerhouse for 
the Cherokee Nation* the Pensacola Dam 
became a reality in March 1940. Tower- 
ing 150 feet above the riverbed, it filled 
the Grand River Valley with what is now 


the Grand Lake o the Cherokees, Some 
sixty years later, visitors to the dam can 
walk its impressive expanse and wonder 
at this engineering marvel. Lake patrol’s 
Kenny Baker says, “You have to see it to 
understand; it’s quite a construction feat 
for the late 1930s," Built at the height of 
the Great Depression, the Pensacola Dam 
invites awestruck guests to walk the 
distance. (918) 782-3382 

—Nicole Emmons 

PRICE TOWER 

■ Location: Downtown Bartlesville 

■ Size: 19 floors of Frank Lloyd Wright 
• Appeal: “The tree that escaped the 

crowded forest" 

In 1954* pipeline executive Harold C. 
Price hired Frank Lloyd Wright to build an 
ofFice/apartment building in downtown 
Bartlesville, By 1956* Price Tower* a 
nineteen-story* louvered masterpiece* was 
the talk of rhe town. Wright’s organic 
philosophy is evident in its cantilevered 


design: T he building’s center provides 
treelike structural support and a jumping-off 
point for the floors. But by the early I98f)s, 
years of neglect had taken their toll* until a 
cadre of volunteers made ir their mission to 
refurbish Oklahoma s only publicly 
accessible Wright structure. 

Today* the Price Tower Arts Center owns 
the building, administers an art gallery* and 
occupies the first two floors. According to 
PT AC executive director Richard P. 
Townsend* during the first phase of a capital 
campaign to benefit the building, PTAC 
raised more chan $10 million. He says* “We 
continue to build our endowment and look 
forward to rhe campaign’s second phase, 
which will allow us to enhance our pro- 
grams and services and expand our facility.” 
One portion of that expansion involves 
converting the tenth and sixteenth floors 
into the Price Tower Hotel, slated for 
co m pi e t io n n ea r yea r$ etui, (9 1 8) 3 3 6- 4 94 9 
or pricctower.org 

— Steffie Corcoran 


Pi IILBROOK MUSEUM 
OF ART 

■ Location: Midtown Tulsa 
Collection: 8,500 pieces strong 
Appeal: An artistic combo of rare 
beauty 

“Philbrook is a world-class 
regional art museum," says 
director Marcia Manhart, “not 
only for its setting but its perma- 
nent collections and highly visible 
special exhibition programs," 
Upon arrival, visitors quickly note 
the bursts of color emanating 
from twenty-three acres of 
carefully manicured, English 
parkland-style formal gardens, 
Inside the museum, the 
permanent collection, spanning 
three floors, graces the building’s 
1920s Italianate architecture, The 
mansion, which oil man Waite 
Phillips and wife Genevieve 
donated to Tulsa citizens in 1938 
for use as the city's first art 
museum, is home to an expansive 
collection ranging from circa- 
3500 B.C. Egyptian art to Native 
American art. The Helmerich 
Exhibition Gallery hosts frequent 
special exhibits, and La Villa 
Restaurant and a gift shop 
provide spending opportunities. 
(918) 749-7941 or philbrook.org 
— Steffie Corcoran 
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As Long os the Waters Flaw 
by Allan Houser stands in 
front of the State Capitol in 
Oklahoma City. 
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REN riESVlLLEfl fONEY SPRINGS 
BATTLEFIELD 

■ Location: 3 miles northeast of Checotah 

■ Population: 68 

m Appeal- From slavery to freedom 
For such a small town, Rentiesville has a 
remarkable history. Before rhe once all-black 
row it was established, the “Gettysburg of the 
West” was fought nearby ar the Honey Springs 
Battlefield. The battle was unusual because of 
the soldiers who fought it, described by one 
historian as a “rainbow coalition 5 ' of Native 
Americans, Anglo-Americans, and African 
American troops from the First Kansas 
(Colored) Regiment who 
to victory, 'rhe barrlcflcid 
guided tours and recently 
added a visitor’s center, 

Renriesville is also the 
birthplace of renowned 
historian Dr, John Hope 
Franklin, who was 
inspired to chronicle 
African American history 
by his experiences there, 

(918) 473-5572 
— Maura McDermott 

ROBBERS CAVE STATE PARK 

■ Location: 4 miles north of Wilburton 

■ Size: 8,246 acres 

■ Appeal: Jesse and Belle hid here 

Robbers Cave, nesrled within the San 

Bois Mountains near Wilburton, is a 
favorite for fall foliage enthusiasts, but the 
state park lures tourists throughout the 
year with its lush landscapes, hiking and 
caving opportunities, and wildlife viewing. 
Don e miss the actual cave, where robbers 
and thieves of yore routinely hid from the 
law. (918) 465-3831 —Louisa McCune 

SALT PLAINS 

■ Location: Near Jet 

■ Population: 300 species 

■ Appeal: Selenite digging and endless vistas 

Few places in Oklahoma have the visual 
impact of the Salt Plains Federal Wildlife 
Refuge and the Great Salt Plains State Park 
during migratory season. The 1 1,000-acre 
spread of ancient salt flats hosts least terns and 
snowy plovers, birds who make sweeping 
passes across Great Salt Plains Lake with the 
grace of an artist’s paintbrush, A must-see area 
for any Oklahoma naturalist. (580) 626-4794 
orgreatsaltplains.com — Louisa McCune 

SAM NOBLE OK LAI IOMA MU- 
SEUM OP NAT URAL I IISTCRY 

a Location: OU campus 

■ Size: 195,000 square feet 

m Appeal: The Stone Age r Sooner style 
In 1 889, the Oklahoma territorial 
leg I stature desi gna ted a n atu ral his tory 


museum at the future University of Okla- 
homa. More than a hundred years later, the 
museum opened its doors. 

The natural history museum existed before 
that time, only in more humble terms. 

Although the collection was still growing, the 
limited binding wouldn’t allow a station a ry 
facility. Instead, collections made their rounds 
throughout the campus, at one time encom- 
passing ren different university buildings. After 
much lobbying, the dry of Norman passed a 
bond issue in 1991 that, in addition to a state 
bond issue and many private donations, funded 
the Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural 
History, which opened in May 2000. 

Now, 300 million years of state history is 
up for view in the modern facility. Among the 
many exhibits is the world's largest and most 
complete Pmtaceratops — a cousin to the 
Triceratops. In all the museum is home to 
more than six million artifacts, highlighted by 
special exhibit io n s a n d k n ow I ed gea b I e cu rators 
eager to convey the s rate’s prehistoric story* 
(405) 325-4712 orsnomnh.ou.edu 

— Andrea Lopez Walker 

SPIRO MOUNDS 

■ Location: 6 miles northeast of Spiro 

■ Size: 140-acre archaeological site 

■ Appeal: Ghostly burial mounds and relics 
of an early civilization 

Long before tugboats carrying timber, 
wheat, and other goods skirted its banks, 


rhe Arkansas River served as the central 
trading route for an ancient civilization 
whose political, religious, and economic 
influence spanned the southeastern United 
States. Identified by characteristic ceremo- 
nial burial mounds, the Caddoan culture 
thrived in the Spiro area until 1450 A.D., 
when a possible drought forced its people 
to disperse, leaving traces of their history in 
twelve mounds of earth. 

Unearthed by treasure hunters in 1933 and 
later systematically excavated by a team of 
WPA workers and Oklahoma archaeologists, 
Spiro Mounds is a National Historic 
Landmark and considered one of the most 
important archaeological discoveries east of 
the Rockies, “Of the sixty-seven tribes in 
Oklahoma today, thirty-five can trace their 
culture to this period,” says Dennis Peterson, 
historic properties manager. Today, the Spiro 
Mounds Archaeological Park and Interpretive 
Center offers a glimpse of our early inhabit- 
ants, (918) 962-2062 — Mary Logan Wolf 

STATE CAPI FOL 

■ Location: East Oklahoma City 

■ Size: 11 acres of floor space 

■ Appeal: State officials at work 
Business suits and politics arc nor all that 

make up the State Capitol. The Capitol not 
only houses all three branches of state 
government but also beautiful architecture and 
extensive art collections. 

Completed June 30, 1917, for $ 1 .5 
million — only 25 cents per square foot — the 
building h mainly composed of white 
limestone bur has a base of Oklahoma pink 
and black granite. Newly restored House and 
Senate chambers and the addition of the new 
dome create an updated environment. (405) 

52 1 -3356 or state. ok. us - — Brooke Demeiz 


RED ROCK CANYON 

Location: 5 miles south of Hinton 

Size: 310 acres 

■ Appeal: Reck climbing galore 

For those wishing to experience sheer 
vertical in an otherwise horizontal world, there 
is no better place than Red Rock Canyon 
State Park, a deep cleft in the flat western 
Oklahoma prairie that is a study in contrast. 
Donated to the state by the Hinton Kiwanis 
Club in the mid-1950s, the park’s 260 
million-year-old Permian sandstone cliffs are 
surrounded on all sides by Oklahoma prairie, 
but within its protective walls thrives a unique 
ecosystem. Caddo maples and other typically 
eastern flora thrive in this oasis, and a 
beautiful, spring-fed creek flows through the 
canyon. Easy access, sheer walls, and a 
beautiful setting have made it one of the 
most popular rappelling destinations in the 
region. (405) 542-6344 — Chad Love 


led the Union forces 
has six trails for self- 
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WASHITA BATTLEFIELD 
NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE 

■ Location: 2 miles west of Cheyenne 

■ Size: 300 acres 

■ Appeal: Historic homage 

In the fall of 1868, Major General Philip 
M. Sheridan ordered a winter campaign 
against hostile Plains Indians — particularly 
Cheyenne Dog Soldiers — who were making 
raids in Kansas. He ordered Lie u ten an r 
Colonel George Armstrong Custer to 
command the ITS. Seventh Cavalry. Traveling 
in extremely cold weather from Camp Supply 
on November 23, cavalry scours found a 
village thought to be a camp of hostile*. A 
dawn attack was made on November 27. An 
initial charge through the village and later 


STOCKYARDS CITY 

■ Location: Near M0 in Oklahoma City 

■ Size: 8 city blocks 

■ Appeal: Honest-to-goodness cowboys, 
western duds, hats, boots, and tack 

A preferred stop for famous heads of state 
as well as Wrangler-clad clientele. Stockyards 
City is an eight-block catch pen of pure 
cowboy appeal. Founded in the early 1900s 
to serve the nation's meat processing 
industry, a small herd of shops and restau- 
rants soon kicked up, catering to those in 
the horse and cattle “bid ness/ 

The most famous. Cattlemen's 
Steakhouse (405/947- 1484), earned a 
dubious reputation during the Prohibition 
era as a popular cowboy watering hole. 
Nowadays, visitors dine on thick steaks 
done right amid a gallery of famous cowboy 
portraits and a horde of dusty “regulars” 
who stop in after an active day at the largest 
scocker- feeder cattle market in the world. 
(405) 235-7267 or stockyardscity.org 

— Mary Logan Wolf 


TALIMENA SCENIC DRIVE 

■ Location: Ouachita Mountains 

■ Length: 54 miles 

■ Appeal: A breathtaking scenic route 

The fifty-four mile TaJimena Scenic Drive, 

located in the Ouachita National Forest, loops 
its way through the highest east- west mountain 
range in America. Stunning mountain cops line 
the road that travels from Tdihtna to Mena, 
Arkansas, ‘it’s a unique landscape in Okla- 
homa," says Washita National Forest spokes- 
person C.J. NorvelL “Jr feek like you are 
stepping into a different part of the country* 
One of the first National Forest Scenic 
Byways, the drive was established in February 
1989, The route was originally built as a 
federal public highway in 1 969 and connected 
two truck trails first built by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps in the 1 930s. On a clear 
day, stop at Sugarloaf Vista to view the 
mountain with the same name that peaks out 
of the middle of a long ridge, (918) 567-3434 
— Ryan Marie Mendenhall 


TULSA GARDEN CENTER/ 
WOODWARD PARK 

« Location: Central Tulsa 

■ Size: 45 acres plus a 21 -room mansion 

■ Appeal: More horticulture than you can 
shake a flower at 

Tulsa’s lush Woodward Park complex is 
one of Oklahoma's horticultural treasures. 
This bountiful urban garden welcomes 
visitors to its forty- five acres of growing 
things, planting organizations, and educa- 
tion on all things gardening. 1 he terraced 
Municipal Rose Garden (constructed in 
1934 by the Works Progress Administra- 
tion), Azalea Garden, Rock Garden, Anne 
Hathaway Herb Garden, conservatory, 
arboretum, and Garden Trowel gift shop 
offer so many treasures that repeat visits may 
be necessary'. Tulsa Garden Center executive 
director Bonnie J, Hammond says, “A trip 
to Woodward Park and a tour of the historic 
garden center is a must-do for any visitor to 
Tulsa/ (918) 746-5125 or 
tulsagardencenrer.com - — Steffie Corcoran 

TURNER FALLS 

■ Location: In the Arbuckle Mountains 

■ Size: 1, 500 acres 

■ Appeal: Water-park fun m a natural setting 
One thing is a guarantee in O klah oma: 

Summers are hot* When you’ve had enough of 


the neighborhood pool, liven things up with a 
licrle help from Mother Nature. Turner Falls, 
located in the heart of the Arbuckle Moun- 
tains, is the oldest park in Oklahoma. 
Naturalists and I un-seekers will enjoy the 
beauty and wet relief this retreat provides, 

I he site is reputed to be one of the major 
geological windows into the past, alongside 
the Black Hills of South Dakota and the 
Grand Canyon. The crown jewel of this park 
is the majestic seventy- seven foot waterfall, 
the largest in the state, and natural swimming 
poo I bel o w . The rets no rh i n g q u i te I i ke a 
chlorine-free dip into the earth’s deep end. 
(580) 369-2917 or turnerfallspark.com 

—Andrea Lopez Walker 


I ALLGRASS PR AIR II PRESERVE 

■ Location: 55 miles north of Tulsa 

■ Population: More than T200 buffalo 

■ Appeal: Endless vistas, wide-open spaces 

Trust the signage, and you ! I find your 

way to the Tail grass Prairie Preserve in the 
Osage Hills near Pawhuska. Situated on the 
former Barnard Ranch of northwest 
Oklahoma, the land was sold to the Nature 
Conservancy in 1989 to protect the lower 
section of the largest rail grass prairie tn 
America, the Flint hi ills. Less than 10 
percent of these original grasslands remain. 
(918) 585-1 1 17 or nature.org 

— Louisa McCune 
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battles took the lives of Cheyenne peace chief 
Black Kettle and his wife, Medicine Woman 
Later. Chief Litde Rock and about thirty 'three 
ocher men, women, and children were killed* 
Twenty- two soldiers lost their lives. 

Today, the battlegrounds, now known as 
the Washita Rardefield National Historic 
Site, are operated by the National Park 
Service* Twelve thousand visitors from 
around the world travel each year to the site 
revered by Indian people* (580) 497-2742 
or nps.gov/waba — Lawrence H, Hart 

WICHITA MOUNTAINS 
WILDLIFE REFUGE 

■ Location: 25 miles northwest of Lawton 

■ Size: 60,000 acres 

■ Appeal: Unspoiled wilderness 
Established by President McKinley as a 

Forest Reserve in 1 901, the Wichita Moun- 
tains Wildlife Refuge is the nations oldest 
managed preserve and part of the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service's National Wildlife 
Refuge System. Protecting native species — 
bison, Texas longhorns, Rocky Mountain elk. 


white-tailed deer- — while allowing public 
access to their habitat is the refuge's mission. 
(580) 429-3222 or wichitamountajns.fws.gov 

— Steffi e Corcoran 

WILL ROGERS MEMORIAL 
MUSEUM 

■ Location: Cla remote 

■ Size: 9 galleries 

■ Appeal: Explains why this native son was 
number one at the box office 

Will Rogers said, “Live vour life so that 
when you lose, you are ahead/' and he did 
exactly that. Like the larger-than-life statue 
greeting visitors at its entrance, the Will 
Rogers Memorial is an exuberant tribute to his 
memory. Dedicated on his birthday, Novem- 
ber 4 f 1938, the limestone-quarried memorial 
opened three years after Rogers' death with 
10,180 square feet. Today, its doubled in size 
to 20,341 square feet, with nine galleries of 
memorabilia, theaters playing daily classics, 
dozens of audio-visual kiosks, and a research 
library, (918) 341-0719 or wilbogers.com 

— Joan Rhine 



WOOLAROC RANG 1 1 MUSEUM AND WILDLIFE PRESERVE 


Location: 12 miles southwest of Bartlesville 
■ Size: 3,600 acres 

Appeal: A, B, and see: Art, buffaloes, and beautiful vistas 

A trip through Woolaroc is the equivalent of visiting an art museum, a wildlife refuge, a 
scenic park, and a festival on the same day. Desiring a rustic getaway from the everyday 
pressures of running his company, Phillips Petroleum, Frank Phillips carved Woolaroc 
out of the Osage Hills In the 1920s. Named for Its abundance of woods, lakes, and 
rocks, it played host to such famed Phillips contemporaries as Will Rogers, Harry 
Truman, and numerous hemes of Native American and cowboy history. Woolaroc, 
owned today by the Frank Phillips Foundation, is one of Oklahoma's favorite tourist 
spots. Buffalo grazing and a petting zoo are popular attractions, as Is a 55,000-piece 
collection of Native American and western art. The Woolaroc monoplane and the oil 
man's lodge also are on hand. (918) 336-0307 or woolaroc.org —Rod Walton 



ABOU I OUR 

CONTRIBUTORS 


Chad Love is a writer living hi 
Woodward \ * Mary Logan Wolf is a 
frequent contributor to Oklahoma Today. 
A Vinita native, the lives in Oklahoma 
City, * Former Oklahoma Today intern 
Nicole Emmons is obtaining her masters 
in writing at Oklahoma City University 
and Him in Edmond with her husband 
and two sons > Idabel native Anne 
Schlesselman is a journalism student at 
the University of Central Oklahoma and 
a former Oklahoma Today intern . * 
Scott Wigton is a writer and longtime 
resident of Tulsa. : Andrea Lopez 
Walker is associate editor ^Oklahoma 
Today and an Oklahoma City native. * 
Rod Walton is a reporter for the Tulsa 
World. He lives in Bartlesville. * San 
Antonio native Jay Swearingen is a 
writer living in Oklahoma City , :: 
Editorial assistant and Fort Worth native 
Brooke Demetz is a University of 
Oklahoma senior majoring in journalism, 
Oklahoma City native Steffie 
Corcoran is senior editor 0 /Oklahoma 
Today. * Editorial assistant and Enid 
native Ryan Marie Mendenhall is a 
journalism student at OU. Writer and 
photographer Suzanne Fitzgerald Wallis 
headed an advertising and public relations 
agency in Tulsa for eighteen years. :{: 
Hannibal B* Johnson is the author of 
several books, including Up from [he 
Ashes, He lives in Tulsa. * Louisa 
MeCune is editor in chief of Oklahoma 
Today. * Ponca City native John Elk III 
is a contributing editor to Oklahoma 
Today. He lives in Oakland . California. 

:i Marcia Preston is the editor of 
Byline. She lives in Edmond ' * Tulsan 
Michael Wallis is the author of eleven 
books including Route 66: The Mother 
Road. * Carolyn Tharp is a writer living 
in Norman , :J: Contributing editor Maura 
McDermott is communications director for 
the Kerr Center, ;|i Cheyenne peace chief 
Lawrence H. Hart is executive director of 
the Cheyenne Cultural Center in Clinton. 
* Joan Rhine is a writer living in 
Claremore. lZ ' 1 Photography editorial assistant 
Heather Sugrue, a student at UCO t was 
the research editor on ‘45 Places, ” 
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At left; The tandoori 
chicken, 0 classic Indian 
dish, is served here with 
basmati rice, potato bKaji, 
and naan; Nasir Ghouri, 
44, now partners with his 
cousin Neelam in 
ownership of Misal. 
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I BELIEVE IT WAS JOURNALIST WILL CUPPY WHO SUG 
gested that Columbus’ alleged discovery of America was not 
that big a deal: When sailing west toward India, it's pretty 
difficult not to discover America, 

Bu t why was Coin mbits sailing westward? 1 Tic answer Is rela- 
tively simple: I maintain that Columbus was in search of a steady 
supply of sarnosas — the mildly pungent subcontinental meat or 
vegetable pie that regularly delights the patrons of the Misal of 
India Bistro in Norman. (Truly, Columbus was in quest of 
spices — -and just 3 little gold). 

Culinarily, Columbus’ trip had the most gustatorily delicious 
consequences. In search of the cinnamon, nutmeg, cloves, and 
peppercorns of the East, Columbus and his heirs discovered the 
potatoes, tomatoes, chocolate, and chili peppers ol the West. 

The fusion of these elements is absolutely apparent in mod- 
ern Indian and Pakistani cuisine, just as the blend is inescapable 
in the continental cooking of Europe. It is impossible to imag- 
ine European cooking without pepper, cinnamon, and cloves; 
subcontinental (at Misak Indian and Pakistani) cooking is equally 
unfathomable without Fiery chilis, delightfully flavored spuds, and 
yogurt -laced salads of tomatoes and cucumbers. 


An Exemplary Discovery: 
A Fusion of Cuisines at 


ISAL 

of India Bistro in Norman 


By Robert Henry 
Photography by John Jernigan 






Shami Kebab 

2 pounds lean beef 
1 cup lentils 
1 /2 teaspoon cumin 

1 0 red chilt pods 

4 black cardamoms 
1 2 peppercorns 
1 2 garlic cloves 
1 inch piece of cinnamon 
1 small piece of fresh ginger 
1 / 2 tea spoo n cori a n d er seed s 
1 tablespoon plain yogurt 
1 egg, beaten 
Salt to taste 

011 for frying 

FILLING 

1 bunch fresh cilantro, finely chopped 
1 small piece of ginger, finely chopped 
1 bunch of fresh mint, finely chopped 
I large onion, finely chopped 








Pour five cups of water in a pan, add beef, 
washed lentils, all the dry spices, yogurt, ginger, 
and garlic. Boil the mixture on medium heat until 
the meat becomes tender. Remove from heat. 


Leave to cool. Meanwhile, prepare the stuffing. 
Mix all the chopped ingredients— onion, ginger, 
cilantro, and mint leaves — together. Now grind the 
beef mixture in a food processor, pour in the 
beaten egg, and knead well. Break off one table- 
spoon of the mince paste, wet your palm, and 
place the paste in the center of the palm. Shape it 
into a smooth ball. Indent the center with your 
thumb and press a little of the stuffing mixture into 
this. Fold the sides over carefully and reshape into 
a smooth, three- inch patty. Repeat with the remain- 
ing mince. Heat a heavy frying pan (or cast-iron 
skillet) and add just enough oil to cover the sur- 
face. Add three to four kebabs at a time and fry 
on low heat to a crisp golden color on both sides. 


Misal Bistro in Norman is itself a fusion of fusion cuisines. The 
restaurant was founded as Misal of India in 1978 by Neelaiii Misal, 
a vivacious thirty- two-year-old woman with a deep commitment 
to the flavors of the Himalayan foothills of her youth. 

She longed for the samosas and the fabulous meats from the 
tandoor, the heavily insulated day furnace that produces quickly 
cooked, succulent meats of incomparable tenderness while also pro- 
ducing naan, the rounded pita-like bread freshly baked on the sides 
of the tan door. The original restaurant, on Campus Corner, was a 
veritable Harry’s Bar of Norman — a haven of culinary intrepids, 
academics, and students from every country. 

“Misal” means “example" or “exemplary and the restaurant 
more than meets this definition. Neelam and her cousin Nasir 


Ghouri, who today oversees the Bistro, have created a true example 


of the subcontinent's great flavors. As Muslims, their native cui- 



sine allows the consumption of meat. And though Misal offers 
vegetarian fare permissible for Hindu diners, the restaurant also 
offers a complete list of meats, both tandoor and otherwise. 

But, perhaps reflecting the only British contribution to Asian 
cuisine, the restaurant also features a full bar that dominates the 
wall opposite the ornately decorated Mogul door. (After all, the 

The tandoor, left y is a traditional Indian day oven used for 
cooking meats, particularly chicken. The tondaor is considered 
the mainstay of all sub continental cooking. 
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Brits combated malaria with gin and its quinine-laden ionic; now 
the gin and tonic is available for less-than -medicinal purposes.) The 
synthesis has not stopped and never will, 

"Actually, Misal hasn't been traditional from the start,” says 
Chouri. "We always hired people from other parts of the world to 
cook or serve, and they often have contributed recipes and refine- 
ments to our often ng$7 An example might be when waiter Kashif, 
a gregarious rvven ty- fo u r-year-old from Pakistan, recounted the des- 
sert choices, listing with the traditional rice pudding {kheer) a "not- 
too- Indian strawberry shortcake, homemade, of course.” 

Besides the merging of cuisines under the overall tent oflndian 
food (or, rather, "under the shamiamt — -a festival tent at Misal 
that hangs from each major ceiling panel in colors of navy blue 
and, appropriately, saffron), Misaks offerings arc healthy: no ad- 
ditives, MSG, preservatives, or artificial colors. 

Misal, which expanded its restaurant size in 1998, is now lo- 
cated in Norman in the Parkway Plaza Shopping Center adjacent 
to Interstate 35* The bustling noises of road and mall diminish 
upon opening the glass door and then vanish completely after en- 
tering the ornate “Old Delhi” second door. 

The darkened room, which seats up to a hundred guests, reveals 
Mogul columns Hanking the line of sight to the British bar located 
in from of huge place-glass windows that reveal the ceremonial cen- 
ter of the culinary temple: the restaurant’s steamy tandoors. Along 
one wall, a large mural of a caravan evokes memories ol India. 


Favorite bills ol lare include the a I ready- touted saniosa and 
the standard mulligatawny, a chickpea soup. Mexican -influ- 
enced cuisine includes a caesar salad (invented in 1924 by Cae- 
sar Cardin i in Tijuana), and Mediterranean fusion offers 
hummus and taboo I eh. The real crowd pleasers are the tandoor 
meats — Iamb boti kebabs and chicken tikka, The curries— and 
never believe there is only one kind — include the celestial 
makbani chicken (is there a bit of cardamom in there?), lamb 
kudaiy anil chicken karma . 

Vegetarian specialties include dahl, a yel!ow f lentil stew* and my 
personal favorite, $aag> a spinach tomato saute — a bit of an acquired 
taste to some — accompanied by fresh naan. Should there be a 
no nad venturous type among your dining crew, other specialties 
are available, from rack oflamb to salmon, usually given the ben- 
efit of the tandoor s fabled cooking. 

All in all, Misaks offerings are exemplary' ol Chouri philoso- 
phy for the restaurant: “To serve food with integrity to all kinds 
of people from all kinds of places. Misaloffers Indians, Pakistanis, 
and Nepalese, as well as Christians, Hindus, Muslims — or people 
from other countries and other faiths — a place to cither work or 
dine in harmony and friendship,” 

Misal of India Bistro is loaned at 580 Ed Noble Parkway in 
Norman at the Parkway Pbiza Shopping Center , located just 
southwest of 1-35 a ltd Main Street The restart rant is open Mon- 
day through Friday from 1 / a. m. to 3 p. nr. for lunch and from 5 
p.m, to 10 p.m. for dinner* On Saturday and Sunday, a lunch 
buffet is served from 11 a.m . to 3 p.nu (405) 579-5600. 


A traditional Indian 
appetizer, samosas at 
Misal come in two 
varieties, meat and 
vegetable. The small, 
fried turnovers are ane 
of the most papular 
menu items at Misal. 
Samosas are often 
served with sauces, 
such as those shown 
here, jalapeno chutney 
and raita, a dip made 
from an Indian cuisine 
staple, yogurt. 
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Touches of India are 
found throughout Misal, 
from the multicolored 
mural that covers the east 
wall to details such as the 
mosaic-tiled front door 
and Hindu gods posi- 
tioned along the bar. 
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TRAVEL PLANNER 

Colorado • Oklahoma • Texas 



LEWISVILLE golf courses 

VICTORS K BUREAU 


replicas of some of the most chal- 
lenging holes in the world, your 
next international golf experience 
is closer than you think — in 
Lewisville, Texas 1 Plus 2,500 guest 
rooms, 250 restaurants, great shop- 
ping and Lewisville Lake, For golf 
packages call, 1-866-DFW-GOLR 
For visitor information call, 

1-800-657-957 1, 

55 1 N. Valley Parkway 
temsuitki Texas 75067 

800/657-9571 
972/456-9571 
unvm visitkn ns ville . co in 



MNiPLEX, 


Coll or visit our Wob site for 
hours and admission prices. 


2100 NE 5 2ND STREET * OKLAHOMA CITY 
405.602.OMNI (6664) • 1.800.532.7652 • WWW. OMNIPLEX.ORG 
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SPRINGS 

Call for your free visitors guide 

1 - 800 - 642-2567 



DENISON ... Ret iew Your Spirit - Visit a Texas Treasure 

CTT\^ A Blending of 
3 ( pL I History and Art 

•9 m 7 


S troll through mr historic downtown 
distort and vifrt one oj‘ thejmr 
international artists and ham morf ahant 
their an. Oar distnfts stx art galhnts 
are open an a regular basis and six 
tfrrijfi studios are open by appointment. 

From Brauson-styk entertainment la 
wineries end antiques, thercs s&mtbing 
Jar everyone. Plan ahead aid lx in 
Denison far one of our major events — 
Arts & MW Renaksttm hi Mimh, 
Tbatma Liltefest Regatta in April , 
Afrrtioritf/ Day Festivities, July 4th 
Celebration, Texonia Fine Art 7i>«r t 
Holiday Hw of Homes, Holiday Lights 
Display and more. 


f rsr the perfect gmwayv contact 

i he Denison CVft and 
[In Denison Art* Council 
903 / 465-1551 
mvwdtniton tc xns.tum 
I -mail ; Jen imm-iviVf itrMima.n f t 








a great visit 



fnT5*yi reTC^Ini * 1 Fi^Sc 

iffP?*T!|TfuT( 

ffnrSRilffSTTS 



:-jiBfi?rar^iii 


Born on tl 

O HAWNEE HAS A SPIf 
vJ tures that began short! 

he Four 

UT OF GROWTH A 
lv after the Civil Wa 

■th 

l ndbri 

r, when 

o 

ENI 

the 

t July 

. * - j2*$i 

jofcUl- 

Shawnee, Sac 


tai 

■vatu mi tribes first 

settled 

the 

area. A few 


lost p 

>n<e tl 

hotc 
he d 

>9 

iv 

rophed 
is ion pc 

burl 
»it>t i 

ie nomaii 

jrrently h 
otto wa to 

ei 

Ol 

m 

sque re\ 
me to th 
ie Coun 

fivpl 
1C Hi 

f&h 



TRAVEL PLANNER 

Oklahoma 


Wanted: Your Family! 

For an Oklahoma Ranch Party! 



June 6 - August 17 
Nightly, except Sundays! 

(918) 245-OKLA 


An Evening of Rip 
Roarin' Family Fun! 

featuring. * , 

• 1,500 Seat Amphitheater 
•Summer Ranch Dinner 

• Ice Cream Desserts 

• Free Pony Rides 

• Haystack Treasure Hunts 

• Indian Face Painting 



Discoveryland! 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 



Repertory romp,,. 


JUNE 12, 2002 - AUGUST 10, 2002 


Join us for quality family 
entertainment In historic 
downtown Tahlequah, OK! 


— £ 




co uiuTRir 

rvrcirrrn 
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Buy 3 net orb 
ml ei 


W htn v*b flirt ti nt l ll mm 
WL1H till CIBDIi VRU *11 


Wednesdays - Saturdays ^ 7; 3d PM 
Saturday 4* Sundav Matinees («' PM 


The Spirit of the West 



Heart of 
Will Rogers 
Country 


Come share the spirit at 

CLAREMORE! 

Humbug Days. June 29/30 

Independence Day ... June 27 - July 4 
Celebrations 

Will Rogers Fly-In t August 15 

Bluegrass ? September 5/6/7 

& Chili Festival 

Will Rogers Days November 3/4 

December Holiday Festivities 

You ii find yourself in the center 
of fun with plenty of hospitality from 
friendly hometown f&tks. 

Claremore Convention and Visitors Bureau 

419 West Will Rogers Boulevard 
Claremore, Oklahoma 74017 

918-341-8688 

rrenfrow@claremore.ory 








"It's more about what's not said in the South Jt's a different vibe 
It's what's between the lines," — Shawnee-born Brad Pitt 


SUMMER FUN 





Hallowed Halls 

St. Gregory’s University (405/878-5 1 00; sgeedu), left, is Oklahoma's 
oldest higher-education institution. A private. Catholic university, SGU 
averages eight hundred students annually. The founders’ spirit oh 1875 
breathes through the tree-lined drive and historic buildings of the 
campus. Its Mabee Aerobic Center (405/878-5290) is open to the 
public, Oklahoma Baptist University (405/878-2109; okbu.edu), a 
liberal arts institution, averages 2,000 students annually and has an 
= alumni base of over 20,000. Raley Chapel, which stands high above 189 
sj acres of fountains, buildings, and historic Stubblefield Chapel, speaks to 
cj the private Baptist university's message of wisdom, faith, and knowledge. 


THE PAST IS 
PRESENT 


DINING AND ACCOMMODATIONS 

Among Shawnee's many eateries are several perennial favorites. Jay's Classic 
Steak house (405/275-6867) offers catfish, lobster and, customers soy, the city's best filet, 
Van's Pig Stand (405/273-8704), once mentioned on the air by David Letterman, serves 
world-famous barbecue, seafood, and pies. Downtown, Hamburger King (405/878-0488), 
a classic diner since 1 927, provides burgers, plate lunches, and homemade pie, and Kim's 
Place (405/275-4005) has fine-tuned fresh Oriental dishes to local tastes for sixteen years. 

Shawnee has motels in every price range. The Hampton Inn (405/275- 1 540; $58-$85), 
Best Western (405/273-701 0; $51 -$71), Motel 6 [405/275-5310; $38-$40), and 
Ramada Inn (405/275-4404; $58- $75) are close to events and shopping. 


THE MUSEUMS OF 
SHAWNEE 


Your nip ro the city the railroads 
built isn’t comp le te wi t h o ut enjoy i n g 
Shawnee's great museums and tours. 
Father Gregory Gerrer’s wish to share 
his world travels with the people of 
the prairie brought a diverse 
collection of six thousand an and 
ethnological items to theMabee- 
Gerrer Museum of Art (405/878- 
5300; mabeegerrermuseum.org) on 
St. Gregory's University campus. 
The Santa Fe Depot Museum 
(405/275-8412) holds 
Pottawatomie County Historical 
Society’s collection of railway and 
pioneer articles in one of 
Oklahoma's most photographed 
and distinctive buildings, a 
1903 Romanesque revival 
depot. Townsend's Classic 
& Antique Auto Museum 
(405/273-0330) displays a 
private collection of Dusen bergs, 
Elvis' Lincoln, Mae West's 
Cadillac, and scores of classics. 
Make an appointment for the 
Stained Glass Tour (405/275- 
9780) of several historical churches 
in Shawnee. 


Feed the Body, Rest the Bones 


Shawnee hosts a number of events for summer enjoyment. First up is the annual Red, 
White, and Blue Celebration on July 4 {405/878-1 538), featuring live music and a 
0 reworks display. The city’s largest annual event, the InternationaJ Finals Youth Rodeo 

; shawneeexpo.org), now in its tenth year, returns to the 
Heart of Oklahoma Exposition Center July 8 di rough 13, The 
200 1 rodeo drew 1 ,035 contestants from thirty states, with 

winners sharing a $200,000 purse. The Triangle Horse Sale 
{405/273-28 1 8; trihorse.com), a consignment auction of 
several breeds, runs August 9 through 1 1 , also at the expo 
center. Pickers and toe-tappers should plan to attend the 
Midwest Bluegrass Festival (405/391-2338; geocities.com/ 
tommieboward} August 23 and 24 on the Citizen's 
Potawatomt Nation Powwow Campground. Restrooms 
and RV facilities arc available, but no alcohol is allowed, so 
be sure to stock up on soft drinks and H,G. 


JULY AND AUGUST EVENTS 
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TRAVEL 
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ASSOCIATION 


KAW LAKE 

For more information, contact us at 
1-877-671-6985 • www.kawlake.com 


OKLAHOMA. 

NAIM AMERICA 


W MARINA 


Slip Rental 
Boat Rental 

Convenience 

Store 

Deli 

24-hour Fuei 
Service 

MARINA 

580 / 765-0696 

on Kaw Lake 



Fun sunner spots to visit! 

Top of Oklahoma Museum 

Historic Electric Park Pavilion * The Derailed Railroad 
6 Antique Malls - Over 250 dealers 
Outstanding dining and shopping 
Batting cages * 9-hole Golf Course * RV parks 
Beautiful Parks for family reunions or picnics 

Hotel Information: mm 

I eQz, H 

(800) 800-8000 (800)329-7466 (800) 228-5150 

For information, contact the Blackwell Chamber of Commerce 
120 S, Main I (580) 363-4195 1 e-mail: chamber@kskc.net 
Visit our website - www.blackwelichamber.org 


DAYS INN 



Ponca City. Oklahoma 
9tll Annual PtmUow 
September 27 & 2!) 
(580) 762-1 514 
wwv.stantliii^bear.coni 





Rodeo 


PONCA OTY RODKO FOUNDATION, Inc. 

Fifth & Grand/ Ml Box 11(8/ Ponca City OK 74602 


101 Rodeo Arena ■ Ash and Prosped - Ponca City, OK 
Wednesday - Saturday’ August 14 - 17, 2002 
Specialty Act: Jim Bob Feller 
Home of Jerome Schneeberger - Olympic Gold Medalist 
www, 10 1 Hindi rodeoeom 




a 

Jhe Poncan Theatre 

104 East Grand, Ponca City, OK 

COMING 

ATTRACTIONS 

The Bop Cats 

May 31,2002 

Michael Martin Murphey 

June 6, 2002 

Les Gilliam 

June 22, 2002 

Larry Gatlin & 
the Gatlin Brothers 

July 20, 2002 

1964: The Tribute 

August 2, 2002 

The Lettermen 

August 31, 2002 

Box office (580) 765-0943 
1pm to 5pm, Mon. - Fri. 

www.poncantheatre.org 








GREAT PLAINS COUNTRY 

For more information, contact us at 
1-580-482-0210 • www.gpcok.com 


OKIAHOMA 

NAM AMERICA 




OKLAHOMA S 

Grean 

Plains ) 


Plains Indians 
legends, cow- 
boy traditions, 
buffalo, fishing 
and comping, 
arts and culture, 
parades ond festivals, 
museums, rodeos.,. 


580 . 482.0210 

www, g rea tpl a f n scou n try. co m 



Need an escape 
from the present? 

How about a Road Trip! 

This time... take the 
Mother Road. 

Bring the whole family to 
Elk City, Oklahoma. Home of 
the National Rb 66 Museum, 


Brirtji this mi to tlK Ahiscum’s 

jjift shop mid yet a free souvenir pin 


Call for a Free 
Elk City Travel Guide 

800-280-0207 

\va\tv . dkei tveh amber, com 

li_: 



e/ / c m 


(580) 354-2000 
1-44 (/ Gore . Lawton, OK 
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ELK CITY 
HOLIDOME 


complete with: 

151 Rooms 
Meeting Space for 300 
Free Local Calls 
Free In- Room Coffee 
1 ndo< >r Swim ming Po< )1 
Whirlpool * Steam Room 
Sauna * Fitness R<xim 
Game Rtnim * Shuffleboard 
9- Hole Miniature Golf Course 
Ping-Pong * Payzone Club 
Gazebo Restaurant 

l Mile from l- Ik City Golf & 
Country Club 

Toll Free Reservations: 

1- 800-HOLIDAY 

1-40 & Hwv. 6 
Elk City, OK 73644 

(580) 225-6637 

Bob and Anna 
Welcome Ton! 



Wklanoma 
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Each of the 4,500 Oklahoma 
teachers who have attended the 
Fail Arts Institutes have returned 
to their classrooms eager to share 
their new skills with their stu- 
dents. I encourage every teacher 
to go to Quartz Mountain!” 

—SANDY GARRETT 
^ilcSii^LTiirKTkk-fitoi Public liisuixtkm 
Oklahoma Stale %.*|irui Kill ill' Education 




A rrisis unci educators alike arc inv lied to 
discover die Oklahoma Art* Institute, 
With a txuimment home at Quitrtit 
Mountain Resort Arts am! Conference 
Center, the Institute offers art* education 
programs in :i truly inspiring and suitably 
secluded site for learning, 

Tfac Pall Arts Institutes, held each October, 
are a series of four-day workshop retreat* 
for public school teachers, college and 
university educators anil artists from across 
tile state and country, These hands-on 
workshops are lauglll by nationally 
rerfovvned artists in the areas of choral 


music, ballroom dance, theatre, visual arts, 
photography and writing. 

Admission is on a Ikst-come, fipst-sened 
basis. Classes are designed to satisfy ix i gin- 
ning and advanced jxmicip.mis alike 
Oklahoma s public school teachers and 
college faculty are eligible for full scholar- 
ships, Fur more information. call 
•*05-3 199019 or V Lsit wmvjokir LinsU n*g. 


10S V lludstm, SU*,UH 
Oidahoata rift; OK 73102 
■4GV319-W 19 * Fa\: M’>W) 

K-rTcii): cikarts^akarti iist.orp 
twx.okailliiM.uiy 


Qa amcx* Mv bum m 


2002 Fall Institute Workshops 

Oct. 3*6 Photography & Visual Arts 

Oct. 10-13 Choral Music & Writing 

Oct, 17-20 Theatre & Ballroom Dance 

Oct. 24-27 Visual Arts 

■mh||i wpi MMH 







ANNUAL LABOR DAY FESTIVAL 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 30 - MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 

Everyone is welcome to attend the Choctaw Nations annual four-day Labor Day Festival 
held in Tushka Momma, Oklahoma. Featured events include cultural demonstrations such 
as stickball and Choctaw dancing, a PowWow, Princess Pageant, country music concerts, 
gospel singing, tournament games, arts and crafts, a wide variety of food vendors, 
playground activities for children and a carnival. On Monday, Chief Gregory Pyle gives the 
State of the Nation Address and a free lunch is provided for everyone. For more information, 
call toll-free 800-522-6170 or 580-924-8280 or log on to www.choctawnation.com. 




* 





EVENTS GUIDE 


A GUIDE TO ACTIVITIES AND 
EVENTS STATEWIDE 


ARDMORE 

Lake Murray Resort 33 10 S Lake Murray Dr, 
July 4j Fourth of July Celebration* Aug 30-3 1 , 
Labor Doy Weekend [580] 223*6600 

Birthday Celebration July 20-28, Glywide, 
(580] 223 7765 

BARTLESVILLE 

Community Center Adams Blvd, & Cherokee 
Ave. July 8, Beethoven Bash. July 15-26, Art 
Encounters. (918} 336 2787 
Downtown Frank Phillips & Johnstone, July 1 

27, Heart of Town Open-Air Market. July 13, 
A Taste of Bartlesville* [91 8] 336-9 1 00 

Price Tower Arts Center 5 10 Dewey, July 1- 

28, Music s Power: Great European Paintings 
on Musical Themes. July f I , But Oh) What Art 
Can Teach: Music and the Old Masters, Aug 
9*3 1 , Window on the West. (9 1 8) 336-4949 

Green Country Rodeo Aug 1-3, Roundup 
Club, (918) 336-8498 

No Sales Tax Days Aug 2-3, Washington 
Park Mall- (918) 335-2535 

EDMOND 

LibertyFest Parade, Concert & Fireworks 
Show July 4, Citywide. (405) 340*2527 
Krazy Daze July 25-28, Downtown. (405) 
330-6402 

Shakespeare in the Park: Macbeth Aug 8 

31 r HaFer Park, (405) 340-1222 

ENID 

Chatauqua in the Park July 1-2, Government 
Springs Park. (580) 237-2494 

Fourth af July Celebration July 4, 
Meadowlake Park, (580) 237 2494 
Horse Show July 4, Meadowlake Horse 
Arena. (580) 233-7578 
Guys & Dolls July 19-21, 25-27, Gaslight 
Theatre, (580) 234*2307 

GUTHRIE 

Lazy E Arena 9600 Lazy E Dr. Aug 1-4, 
North American Team Raping Association 
Finals. Aug 31, Booger Barter Team Rop- 
ing, (405) 282-3004 

Cycle Guthrie Aug 17, Citywide [405] 
282*8524 

KINGFISHER 

Independence Day Celebration July 4, 
Glywide- (405] 375 4445 
OK Shuttle Bug Tatting Group Work* 
shop July 20, Aug 17, Chisholm Trail Mu- 
seum. (405] 375-5176 

Citywide Garage Sale Aug 17, Citywide. 
(405] 375 4445 


NORMAN 

Cleveland County Fairgrounds 615 E 

Robinson. July I -Aug 31, Farmer's Market. 
Aug 24, Horse Show. (405) 360*4721 

Lions Park 400 S Flood July 7, Summer 
Breeze Concert: Banish Misfortune, July 19- 
20, Midsummer Nights' Fair. July 28, Sum- 
mer Breeze Concert: Conjunto Clave. Aug 
4, Summer Breeze Concert: Jahruba & the 
African Connection. Aug 1 8, Summer 
Breeze Concert: Lorry Hammett Group, 
(405) 329-4523 

Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of 
Natural History 2401 Chatauqua Ave. 
Aug 18-31, Flash: The Associated Press Cov* 
ers the World, Aug 26-31, Small Wonders. 
(405) 325-4712 

Norman Day July 4, Reave' s Park (405] 
366-5472 

US Nationals: Kart Racing Champion- 
ships July 5*7, Oklahoma Motorsports Com- 
plex. (405) 579*5278 

Norman Open Rodeo July 12-13, Norman 
Roundup Club, (405] 872 5046 

Herb Rousey: For the Birds July 1 9-Aug 3 1 , 
Firehouse Art Center. (405) 329*4523 

Norman Conquest Bike Race July 20, 1 20 
E Lindsey. (405) 360*8970 

Firehouse Art Center Clay Department 
Auction July 26, Villager lodge, (405) 
3294523 

No Sales Tax Weekend Aug 2 4, Gtywide 
(405] 321-7260 

OKLAHOMA CITY 

The Bl ue Door 2805 N McKinley Ave July 
20, Tanya Savory. Aug 24, Terri Hendrix, 
(405) 524*0738 

City Arts Center 3000 Pershing Blvd. July 1- 
Aug 2, Pop Art Acting Camp, July J-Aug 9, 
Pop Art: Fabulously Funky One Week Art & 
Theatre Camp. July 15-Aug 24, Summer 
Adult Gasses. Aug 23-31, Rumplestiltskin. 
(405] 951-0000 

Lyric Theatre at the Civic Center Music Hall 

201 N Walker. July 9 1 3. Gypsy. July 23-27, 
Grease. Aug 610, Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat. (405) 524-9310 

Myriad Botanical Gardens Reno & Robinson 
July 1, African Plants in Crisis: Endangered 
Plants Series. July 4, Fourth of July Celebra- 
tion. July 7-28, Sunday Twilight Concerts. 
(405) 297 3995 

Nat'l Cowboy & Western Heritage Mu- 
seum 1700 NE 63rd. July l-Aug 31, The 
Best of Persimmon Hill. July l-Aug 31 , Prix de 
West Invitational Exhibition. July l-Aug 31, 
The Santa Fe Influence. (405) 478-2250 

Oklahoma Children's Theatre 3000 
Pershing Blvd. July 18-Aug 2, The Emperor's 
New Clothes. Aug 22-31 , Slicks & Stones. 
(405) 951-0000 



TALL COTTON 
COMES TO LIFE 


Talk about decision-making. In 1901 , 
Choctaw Townsite Commissioners were 
faced with where to select the next town site 
along the Choctaw and Arkansas Railroad 
(later the Frisco Railroad). The railroad's 
completion in 1902 spurred site commis- 
sioners to survey and plat the territory, and 
the area- — which would become Me Curtain 
County in 1907— was dissected into four 
parts: Valliant, Garvin, Harrington (now 
Haworth), and Purnell (now Idabel). 

Purnell went through several name 
changes until 1 904, when town name- 
sake and railroad superintendent Isaac 
Purnell combined his two daughters' 
names, Ida and Bell. 

Now, a hundred years since the town's 
beginnings, area civic groups and the 
Oklahoma Arts Council have joined up 
with Serpent Child Ensemble, a North 
Carolina performance company, for the 
centennial production In Toll Cotton. 

Interviews and research for the play 
have been conducted by the committee 
over the past three years. "We don't just 
come in and write a play about the 
interviews; we also try to help build a 
community committee," says Jerry Pope, 
cofounder of Serpent Child Ensemble. 

The two-act folk ploy will incorporate 
song and dance and provide unique 
insight into Idabel's heritage, Idabel 
mayor James Mills sparked the idea for 
the title. During Pope's interview with 
Mills, he said, "We didn't know we were 
poor. We were just in tall cotton," 

— Anne Sell lessel man 

In Tall Cotton will run July 5-7 at the E,T, 
Dunlop Center m Idabel. For ticket in forma- 
tion, call (580) 208-2000. 
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EVENTS GUIDE 


Oklahoma City Zoo 2 1 01 NE 50th. July 1 -Aug 
3 1 , Morning Zoo Rise. July 6, Aug 3 H Pachy- 
derm Painting Demonstrations, July 17, Sales 
Tax Appreciation Day. Aug 2, Story Time; 
Angelina Ballerina (405] 424-3344 
Omniplex 2100 NE 52nd, July 1-7, Oriental 
Brushworlts: Giving Pleasure to the Eye, July 
1-17, Oklahoma Watercolor Association 
Members & Traveling Show, July 1 Aug 2, 
Respect Diversity, July 1 -Aug 3 1 , Adventures 
in Wild California, July 1 Aug 31, Basils & 
Scented Geraniums. July I -Aug 31, Everest. 
July 1-Aug 31, Gardening for Butterflies & 
Hummingbirds. July 1-Aug 31, Hardy Ferns 
for Oklahoma Landscapes, July 1-Aug 31, 
Images of the Infinite: Hubble Space Tele- 
scope. July 1 -Aug 3 1 , Oklahoma's Place in 
Space, July 1-Aug 31, Perennials for Okla- 
homa. July 1-Aug 3 1 , Robotix: Build the Ad- 
venture, July 1-Aug 31, Rock Garden Plants, 
July I -Aug 31, Small Shrubs & Ground Cov- 
ers. July 1 -Aug 3 1 , Summer Nights, July 1- 
Aug 31, Symphony in Red. July 1-Aug 31, 
To Be an Astronaut, (405) 602-6664 
State Fair Park 1-44 & NW 1 Oth. July 13, 
Wrenchhead.com Natl Dirt Track, July 31- 
Aug 4, Great Hunter Jumper Horse Show. Aug 
9-1 1, American Miniature Horse Show. Aug 
16-10, Harold's Warehouse Sale, Aug 1 6 1 8, 
Shootout Barrel Racing, Aug 23-25, OK Hunt 
Ing & Outdoor Show, (405) 940-6797 
Wiley Post Airport Council Rd & Wilshire. 
Aug 9-10, Balloon Fest, (405) 475-7006 
Aug 16-17, Okie Derby, (405] 789-4061 
Dale Chihuly Exhibition July 1-Aug 4, Okla- 
homa City Museum of Art, (405) 236-3100 


The Bible: The Complete Word of God 
(Abridged) July 4-7, 1 1-1 3, Carpenter 
Square Theatre. (405) 232-6500 

Quilt Exhibit Aug 1-31, Overholser Mansion, 
(405) 528-848 5 

Sunday Twilight Concerts Aug 4, 11, 18, 

Mount St. Mary High School. (405) 2704048 

Bullnanxa Aug 9-10, Ford Center. (405] 
202-3004 

PAWNEE 

Fairgrounds Memorial Dr. Aug 3-8, Pawnee 
Bill Cattle Drive & Wagon Train. Aug 8-10, 
Pawnee Bill Memorial Rodeo & Western 
Trade Show [918) 762-2108 

July 4th Celebration July 4, Courthouse 
Square. (918) 762-2108 

PERRY 

Fourth of July Celebration July 4, Court- 
house Square & Perry Lake. (580) 336-4604 

Golf Tournament July 12, Perry Golf & Coun- 
try Club. (580) 3364684 

A Day at Rose Hill School Aug 26-30, 
Cherokee Strip Museum. (580) 336-2405 

PONCA CITY 

Freedom Festival July 4, Lake Ponca, (580) 
763-8051 

101 Wild West PRCA Rodeo Aug 1417. Ro- 
deo Grounds (580)767-2800 

Ponca Powwow Aug 22-25, White Eagle Pork. 
(580) 762-8104 


SHAWNEE 

St. Gregory's 5K Road Race & Walk July 
13, Citywide, (405) 878-5290 

Triangle Horse Sales Aug 9-1 1 , Expo Center 
(405) 273-2818 

Midwest Bluegrass Festival Aug 23-24, Citi- 
zen Potawatomi Nation Powwow Camp- 
grounds. [405) 391-2338 

STILLWATER 

Payne County Expo Center 4518 Expo 
Circle E. July 15-20, Junior Beefmasters 
Show, (405) 377-1275, Aug 26-31, Payne 
County Fair, (800] 991-6717 
Boomer Blast July 4, Boomer Lake Pork, 
(405) 747 8070 

Eskimo Joe's Birthday Bash July 15-20, 
Eskimo Joe's, (405] 372-8896 
Krazy Daze July 1 8-20, Downtown. (405) 
624-2921 

Community Band Concert Aug 1, Commu- 
nity Center. (405] 747-8003 

TAHLEQUAH 

Cherokee Heritage Center Hwy 62 South of 
Tahlequah, East an Willis Rd. July 4-6, 11-13, 
18-20. Aug 1-3, 8-10, 15-17, 22-24, 29-31, 
Trail of Tears Drama. July 8-19, Cultural Day 
Camps. July 1 3, Indian Arts Appraisal Day. 
July 13, Aug 10, Cherokee Games: Marble 
Shoot. July 27, Beading Class. Aug 29-31, 
Cherokee Naff Holiday. (918] 456-6007 
Illinois River Balloon Fest Aug 16-17, 
Municipal Airport, (918] 453-9958 

TULSA 

Discoveryland! 5 Miles West of Hwy 97 on 
41st St, Oklahoma!, July 1-Aug 16. Seven 
Brides for Seven Brothers, July 1-Aug 16, 
(918] 245-6552 

Expo Center 2 1 st & Yale. July 3 7, Tulsa Holi- 
day Quarter Horse Show. July 1 1-13, Youth 
Palomino World Show. July 15-19, Palomino 
World Show, July 19-21, An Affair of Ihe 
Heart. Aug 9-1 1, Intertribal Indian Club of 
Tulsa: Powwow of Champions. Aug 23-25, RV 
Super Show. (918)744-1113 
River West Festival Park 2100 S Jackson 
Ave. July 4, Tulsa Solutes Freedom, July 9, 1 6, 
23, Starlight Band Concert. (918) 596-2001 
Tulsa Garden Center 2435 S Peoria, July 
13, Iris Sale. July 20-21, Bonsai Work- 
shop [918] 746-5125 

Annual Woodcarving Show July 13-14, 
Tulsa Promenade Mall. (918) 628-0038 
Taxpayer Appreciation Day Aug 3, Tulsa 
Zoo, (918) 669-6600 

BOK/Wiffiams Jazz on Greenwood Aug 

8-10, Greenwood & Archer, (918) 584-3378 

VINITA 

Downtown South Park. Aug 3, Summerfest. 
Aug 28, Old Settler s Day. (91 8) 256-7133 

Craig County Free Fair July 30-Aug 3, Fair- 
grounds. (918) 256-7133 
Wrfl Rogers Memorial Rodeo Aug 28- 

31, American Legion Rodeo Complex. 
(918] 256-8054 


A KNIGHT'S TALE 

"Greetings, mlady," I heard a voice utter. 

The noble face, the tilted cap and feather, 

The rich, refined voice in my ear — 

Instantly I sailed Into the sky 

Like a lark in the forests of Norfolk 

Or over the tumbling hills of Warwickshire. 

We were only in an Oklahoma park, 

Decked for fhe event with cone-like tents, 

Colored fabrics floating from wooden posts, 
Angry knights, jousting in tournaments, 

Actors, jugglers, villains, gallants wearing masks, 
Creatures of illusion in a medieval fair. 

Yel that voice, that face, that figure 
Were as real to me as blowing grass, 

As pebbles and sharp pieces of gloss 
On the burning concrete under my Feet 
And my husband waving across the street. 

—Salwa Khoddam 

Originally from Lebanon, Dr . Salwa Khoddam is a professor of 
Eng/ish of Okfoboma Gfy U Diversify. 
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OUT & ABOUT 

ADA Sid ewolk Sole, July 27, Downtown. 
[580| 436 3032 

ADA Original Firefighters' Rodeo, Aug 2-3, 
1600 N Broadway (580) 436-8076 
ALTUS Great Plains Stampede Chute-Out Rodeo, 
Aug 22-24, Rodeo Arena. (580] 482-331 1 
ANADARKO 0-Ho-Mah Lodge Ceremonial, July 
26-28, Indian City, USA. [405] 247-5661 
ANTLERS Hotter 'N HelJ Tournament, Aug \ 0, 
Antlers Springs Goff Course. (580} 298-9900 
ARCADIA Arcadia Festival, Aug 30-31, Mu- 
nicipal Park. (405] 396-2899 
ARNETT Old Settler's Reunion, July 21,11 
Miles South at Old Grand. (580} 885-7389 
ATOKA Sand Drag Racing, July 13, Aug 10, 
Hwy 3 East. (580] 889-7202 
ATOKA Trail Rider's Rodeo, July 25-27, Lloyd 
K. Daniel Arena. (580} 889*5928 
BETHANY Spin Your Wheels Bike Ride, Aug 
10, Citywide. [405) 789-671 1 
BLACKWELL Fourth of July Celebration, July 4, 
Downtown & Fairgrounds [580} 363-4195 
BRAGGS Fourth of July Blowout, July 4*7, 
GreenJeaf State Park. [918] 487-7125 
BROKEN BOW Chamber of Commerce Golf 
Tournament, Aug 17-18, Cedar Creek Golf 
Course. (580) 584-3393 
BROKEN BOW Arts & Crafts Show, Aug 23- 
24, Downtown. (580) 584-2440 
BUFFALO Stampede Days, July 12-15, 
Citywide. (580) 735-288 1 


CARNEGIE Kiowa Gourd Clan Ceremonial, 
July 2-4, Carnegie Park. (405) 793-0958 
CHECOTAH Memorial 5K Run, July 19, Honey 
Springs Battlefield Site [918] 473-5572 
CHEYENNE Junior Rodeo, Aug 17, Black Kettle 
Rodeo Arena. (580] 225 8153 
CLEVELAND Freedom Celebration, July 5, 
Feyodi Creek Park. (918) 358-2131 
CONCHO Oklahoma Endian Nation Powwow, 
Aug 24, Powwow Grounds. (405) 262-0345 
CORDELL Retail Sidewalk Sale, Aug 3, 
Citywide [580) 832-3538 
CUSHING Cushing Community PRCA Rodeo, 
July 12-13, Rodeo Grounds. (918) 225-2010 
DEWEY Mainline Train Show, July 13, Wash- 
ington County Fairgrounds. (918} 333-7987 
DISNEY The Elijah Factor, July 5-Aug 24, Picture 
in Scripture Amphitheater. (918) 435-8207 
DUNCAN Water Garden Pond, Tour July 20, 
Citywide, (800} 782-7167 
DURANT 3-on-3 Street Ball Shootout, Aug 24, 
Main Street. (580) 924-1550 
ELK CITY Route 66 Square Dance Jamboree, July 
26-27, Convention Center. (580] 772-1800 
ELK CITY Rodeo of Champions, Aug 3 1 , Beutler 
Brothers Arena, (580) 243-2424 
FAIRVIEW Natl John Deere Two-Cylinder Trac- 
tor Show, July 19-20, Ma)or County Histori- 
cal Society Complex, (580} 227-2265 
FAIRVIEW Essence of Foirview, Aug 17, New 
Community Auditorium. (580) 227-2527 
FORT COBB Apache Blackfoot Society Dance, 
Aug 24, Dance Grounds. (405) 247-7695 


FORT GIBSON Old Fort Gibson 5K Run, Aug 
24, Downtown. (918) 478-4780 
FOSS Christmas in July, July 5*6, Foss State 
Park. (5 80} 592-4935 

FREEDOM Bat Watches July 5-6, July 3 2, Aug 3, 
Alabaster Caverns State Park. [405] 424-0099 
FREEDOM Rodeo & Old Cowhand Reunion. 

Aug 15-17, Citywide. (580) 62 1 32 76 
GROVE Civic Center 1 600 S Main. July 4-6, Arts, 
Crofts, Music & Cojun Festival. Aug 30-31 , 
Fiddle Camp & Music Fesl. (918) 786-8896 
GUYMON Old-Fashioned Fourth Celebration, 
July 4, Thompson Park. (580} 338-3376 
HEAVENER Car Show, Aug 24, Heavener 
Runestone Park. (918] 653-7373 
HINTON JGwanis Rodeo. July 4-6, Kiwanis Ro- 
deo Arena. (405] 542-6443 
HINTON District Faire, Aug 22-24. Fair- 
grounds. (405) 542-3433 
HOLLIS Block-Eyed Pea Festival, Aug 10, 
Downtown. (580) 688-9545 
JENKS Old-Fashioned Family Fun Fourth of July, 
July 4, Main Street [918] 299 5005 
KAW CITY Christmas in July, July 6. Pioneer 
Beach, Kaw Lake. (580] 762-9494 
KAW CITY Kaw Powwow, Aug 2-4 r Powwow 
Grounds. [580) 269-2552 
KINGSTON Independence Day Celebration, July 
4-7, Lake Texomq Resort Park. (580) 564-23 1 1 
KONAWA Kanawa Gospel Singing, Aug 3, 
City Park. (580) 456-7796 
LAWTON Rangers PRCA Rodeo, Aug 7-10. LO 
Ranch Arena. [580] 585-0595 



7- greatest art and artifacts of the American West reside in Oklahoma. At the Mational 
Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City, Gilcrease Museum in Tulsa and 
Woolaroc in Bartlesville, world-class collections transport you to a mythic place in time. 
Call 1 -8QO-652*OKLA today for your free 2002 Oklahoma Travel Guide, 


Albert Bierstadt's "Emigrants Crossing the Plains' 


0KIAH0MA 

NATIVE AMERICA 

TRAVELOK.COM 
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MARLOW Old-Fashioned Fourth of July Celebra- 
tion, July 4 f Redbud Park, [580} 658-2212 
McALlSTER Oklahoma Prison Rodeo, Aug 30- 
31, State Penitentiary, (800) 879-2550 
McCLOUD Blackberry Festival, July 4-7, Sixth & 
Park. (405} 964-6566 

MIAMI Evening of Music, July 26, Main Street. 
(918) 542 1590 

MIAMI Ottawa Celebration & Powwow, Aug 
30 3 1 , Adawe Pork. (9 1 8) 540- 1 536 
MIDWEST CITY Star&pongled Salute, July 4, 
Rose State College Campus. (405) 732-228 1 
PAWHUSKA Inti Roundup Clubs Cavalcade, 
July 1 B 2 t , Osage County Fairgrounds. 
[918) 846-2880 

PERKINS Main Street Golf Tournament, July 19, 
Cimarron Trails Golf Course. [405) 547-2000 
PORTER Peach Festival, July 19-20, Morn 
Street. (918) 483 4600 

POTEAU Farm Field Day, July 1 1, Kerr Center 
for Sustainable Agriculture. [91 8) 647 91 23 
PURCELL Purcell 5K Run, July 4, Purcell City 
Lake. (405) 527-7128 

QUAPAW 1 30th Quapow Powwow, July 4-7, 
Beaver Springs Pork. (918) 542-1853 
RED ROCK Otoe-Missourio Powwow, July 19- 
21, Tribal Dance Grounds. (580) 723-4466 
RUSH SPRINGS Watermelon Festival, Aug 
10, Citywide. (580) 476-3277 
SAND SPRINGS Labor Day Festival, Aug 30- 
31, River City Park. (918) 246-2561 
5APULPA Sidewalk Sab, July 27, Downtown. 
(918) 224-5709 


SAYRE Elvis Across America on Route 66, July 
6, Main Street, (580) 928-25 1 4 
SEIUNG Open Rodeo, Aug 1-3, Flying W 
Arena. [580) 764-3501 

SHATTUCK Fireman's Fourth of July in the Park, 
July 4, City Park. (580) 938-2818 
5T1GLER Roundup Club Rodeo, Aug 15-17, Ro- 
deo Arena. [918] 967-8681 
STILWELL 17th Annual Bell Powwow, Aug 2 3, 
Bell Community Burldfng, (91 8j 696-4480 
STROUD Sac & Fox Natron Powwow, July 1 1 - 
14, Tribal Reservation, (918) 968-3526 
STROUD Route 66 Platters Cor Show & Competi- 
tion, July 20, Centennial Park, (918) 968-3321 
TU5KAHOMA Choctaw Notion Labor Day Fes- 
tival, Aug 30-3 1 , Tribal Capital Grounds. 
(580) 924-8280 

TUTTLE ke C ream Festival, July 4, City Pork. 
[405) 381-4600 

VALLIANT Watermelon Day Festival, Aug 3, 
City Pork. (580) 933-5050 
WALTERS Comanche Homecoming, July 19- 
21, Sultan Park. [580} 492-3822 
WATONGA Invitational Golf Tournament, Aug 
17, Roman Nose State Pork. (580) 623-2200 
WAYNOKA Cimarron Stampede Rodeo, Aug 
8-10, Rodeo Arena. (580) 824-5173 
WESTVILLE Trait of Tears Gospel Singing, Aug 
16-17, Old Green Church Amphitheater. 
(918) 723-5140 

WISTER Lake Wister State Park Hwy 271 , South 
of Wister. Aug 17, Gar Rodeo. Aug 31, 
Kiwanis Lakeside Music Fest. [91 8) 655-7886 


WYNNEWOOD Labor Day Shuffleboord Tour- 
nament, Aug 29-31, Full House Tavern. 
(405) 665-271 5 

YALE Centen niaE Celebration Finale, Aug 2. 
Main Street. [918] 387-2405 

For more listings, visit our 
website at oklahomatoday.com. 

Dates and times are subject to change; 
piease confirm before attending any 
event. The events guide is a free service 
published on a space-available basis , To 
be considered , piease moil a concise 
notice of the event that includes date , 
time , place , address , admission prices , 
and faofh a contact telephone number 
and a phone number that can 6e 
published. Notices must arrive at 
Oklahoma Today three calendar months 
prior to publication (i.e. November/ 
December events must arrive by August 
1 ). Send to: Events Guide , Oklahoma 
Today, P.O, Box 53384 , Oklahoma 
City f OK 73152 or fax: (405) 522-4588 
or event$guide@oklohomatoday.com. 

We cannot , however, fake listings over 
the telephone. 


Reader Service Card Directory 

Want to know more about our advertisers® It's as easy as 1-2-3 


1 Detach the Reader Response postcard, 

*y Circle the numbers (hoi correspond with the 
^ advertisers you want to learn more about 

3 Drop the postage-paid postcard in the mail. 


1 

1 0 1 Wild West Rodeo 

24 Edmond Convention and Visitors 

44 

Lewisville, TX Convention and 

62 

OU Medical Center 

2 

Adam's Mark Hotel 

Bureau 


Visitors Bureau 

63 

Perry Chamber of Commerce 

3 

Admiral Flea Market 

25 Elk Gty Chamber of Commerce 

45 

Lifestyle Centers of America 

64 

Pete's Place Restaurant 

4 

Amtrak 

26 Freedom Rodeo 

46 

Lyon's Indian Store 

65 

The Poncan Theatre 

5 

An Affair of the Heart 

27 Frontier Country Marketing 

47 

Manitou Springs, CO Chamber 

66 

Quartz Mountian Lodge and 

6 

Arts Festival Oklahoma 

Association 


of Commerce 


Resort 

7 

Balloon Festival 

28 Grant's Bluegrass Music Festival 

48 

McFadden Marina 

67 

Red Carpet Association 

8 

Beavers Bend North Riverfront 

29 Great Plains Country Association 

49 

Miami Chamber of Commerce 

68 

The River’s Edge Cottages 

9 

Best Western Townsman tnn 

30 Green Country Marketing 

50 

Norman Convention and Visitors 

69 

Sapulpo Main Street 

10 

Blackwell Chamber of Commerce 

Association 


Bureau 

70 

Shattuck Main Street 

11 

Capitol Hill Main Street 

31 Greenwood Cultural Center 

51 

Northern Oklahoma College 

71 

Shawnee Chamber of Comemrce 

12 

Cedar Oaks Leisure Living 

32 Hideaway Pi zxa/Still wafer 

52 

Northwest Inn 

72 

Standing Bear Park 

13 

Cherokee Heritage Center 

33 Holiday Inn Efk City 

53 

Oklahoma Shakespeare in 

73 

Stillwater Convention and 

14 

Cherokee Station 

34 Hugo Lake Marina & Cabins 


the Pork 


Visitors Bureau 

15 

Chickasaw Notion 

35 Indian Creek Winery 

54 

Oklahoma Aquarium 

74 

Sulphur Main Street 

16 

Choctaw Nation 

36 Indian Mounds Camp 

55 

Oklahoma City Convention and 

75 

Sun 'n Fun 

17 

Cbremore CVB 

37 Jamil's Sleakhause 


Visitors Bureau 

76 

Tohlequah Chamber of 

IS 

Clayton Country Inn 

38 KGOU-KROU 

56 

Oklahoma City Zoo 


Commerce 

19 

Coles Garden 

39 Kaw Lake Association 

57 

Oklahoma Main Street Program 

77 

Trixec Properties, tnc. 

20 

Comanche Nation Gomes 

40 Keep Oklahoma Beautiful 

58 

Oklahoma Natural Gas 

78 

UCO/Broadway Tonight 

21 

Certified Residential Specialists 

41 Keystone Lake Association 

59 

Oklahoma Tourism and 

79 

Windsong Inn Bed & Breakfast 

22 

Denison, IX Chamber of 

42 Kiamichi Country Association 


Recreation Department 

80 

Windsor Market 


Commerce 

43 Lawton Fort Sill Chamber of 

60 

Okmulgee Main Street 

01 

YourOkl ahoma.com 

23 

Discaverybnd 

Commerce 

61 

Ominplex 
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RED CARPET COUNTRY 

For more information, contact us at 
1-800-447-2698 • www.redcarpetcountry.com 


Northwest 

* INN 

k. — A 


AAA- APPROVED 
NON-SMOKING ROOMS 
iXDOOH POOL 
Game Room 

HBO & In-Room Movies 
RESTAURANT & LOUNGE 
COMPLIMENTARY 

Coffee & Newspaper 

DELIVERED TO YOUR 
Door Daily 


NORTHWEST INN 

Hwy. 270 ciiul First Street 
P.O. BOX 1006 
woodward, ok 73802 
(580) 23G-7<KHJ 

For Reservations only call; 
800-727-7606 



BEST WESTERN 
TOWNSMAN INN 

Guymon's Finest l, origin# 

Serving the 
Oklahoma Panhandle 


Outdoor/Indoor Pool * Spa 
Fitness Center • Jacuzzi Suites 
Extended Slay Suites 
Meeting Room/Reunion Center 
Free Continental Breakfast 
Kids under 1 2 stay free 
In Room Coffee 
Business Rooms 


GUYMON RESERVATIONS 
(800) 245-0533 

best w e st e r n . coni/i o w ns mani n n 
Jet, Hwys. US 54, 412 & 3 
Guy m on, Oklahoma 73942 



"The Biggest Open Rodeo in the West" • August 15*17, 2002 
All day entertainment Saturday featuring a FREE chuck wagon teed 
& The Great Freedom Bank Robbery and Shootout. 

Recognized as one cl Oklahoma's Outstanding Events Call (580) 6Z1 -3Z76 

ol the year by the Department of Tourism £ Recreation, lor more minimal ion 


STAY AT THE 

Cherokee 

Inn 

Hometown Hospitality 

AAA -Rated 
1 720 S. Grand 
Cherokee, OK 
580/596-2828 

DINE AT THE 



Finest Steakhouse 
in Northwest 
Oklahoma 
I 7 1 0 S, Grand 
Cherokee, OK 
58 0/596-2882 

Call for reservations 



Indian Creek 
Village Winer: 

For thejiner meals in UA 

GIFT SHOP 
TASTING ROOM 
TOURS & PRIVATE PARTIES 
FOODS & SAUCES 
GIFT BASKETS 

NON-ALCOHOLIC GltAPE 
JUICES & GOURMET BA/IN ES 


Located tn Major County in 
Northwest Oklahoma 


jftAPE 

r (wines 

itUNT 



W IlfOlAK 73Pet# 
U viecKjt 


From 58 Junction, 

3 miles west on 412, 
then 1/2 mile north 

www, in diancreek village, com 

( 580 ) 883-4919 


Born September 16, 1893 

PERRY 

bringing you “Hopes and Dreams” 
for the past, present, and future 


Historic Downtown 




Museums 

Galleries 


Specialty Shops 


Antiques 


Pi-rry Chamber or Commerce 

Pf-RRY Dl .VYLOPMENT COAUTION 
KO. Box 426 / perry, OK 73077 
(580) 3364684 






GREEN COUNTRY 

For more information, contact us at 
1-800-922-2118 • www.greencounrty.com 
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2002 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

July 4th - Fourth of July 
Celebration: 6:00 p.m. at 
the Riverview Park, Free 
kids' entertainment, food, 
and area's best fireworks 
display. Bring blankets and 
lawn chairs and enjoy! 

July 27th - Route 66 
Sidewalk Sale: Annual 

citywide Sidewalk Sale. 
Great prices and selection. 
More details to come! 

September 2tst - Chili 
Cookoff, 5K Run , 
Designs of Autumn 
Festival 

For more information 
contact the Miami Chamber 
of Commerce 

(918) 542-4481 

wwwvisitmiamiokxom 



Admiral Flea Market 


Tulsa's Largest Indnor-OutdcxTr Marker 
A Bargain Hunters Paradise -Over 3(XJ Booths 


f ind your treasure at Admiral Flea 
Tree-shaded outside & air-cooled inside 


Open Friday — Sunday * 9401 E, Admiral \ Tulsa f OK 

(918) 834-9239 



Greenwood Cultural Center 


Hetsiir G r i : i n wc k >i> IgM 


• Black Wall Street Memorial 
* Ruins to Renaissance 
Permanent Exhibit of the 
1921 Race Riot 


* Mobfe B. Little Heritage House 
• Oklahoma Jan Hall ol Fame 
* Visit Our Gift Shuji 


From the turn of the century through the 
early 1820's. Tulsa s Greenwood 
District grew to become one of the 
country’s most prosperous African - 
American communities- Today, the 
historic Greenwood District serves 
as air important lesson in human 
courage and perseverance, and a 
vivid reminder of Tulsa's early 
African-American citizens who creat- 
ed e thriving community that holds a 
unique place in Tulsa history. 


3 22 North Greenwood Avenue 
• 918.596.1020 
w ww.g re en woo ifcti I tura I ce rate r. com 


Tulsa’s 
Route 66 
Headquarters 



Jewelry / Arts 8c Crafts / Souveniers 

Lyon’s Indian Store 

918-582-6372 


□ TULSA □ 
TREASURES 


Gifts /Gift Baskets/ Tulsa Videos 


Tulsa Treasures 

918-582-9178 



The Historic Warehouse Market Building 
A Route 66 Landmark for 75 year* 
401 East 1 1 Eh Si reel 



Playwright: Joe Sears 


Tsa L Gi Amphitheater 
TAHLEQUAH, OKLAHOMA 
June 22 through labor Day Weekend 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday' at 8 p.m. 


Cherokee 

Heritage 

Center 



THICK III«- 
GRIIJI.D STEAKS 

Lebanw hond'oum 

Lar?e lobster tails 

28MJHM.0K 

/or reservations vail 

91 S/742-9097 
<>r 9 18/ 747-7757 

< j 
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1-800-722-8180 

www.kiamichicountry.com 




Q$he 'driver's <Edffe 



f^or peace, rcfaxaiion, arid sofiludc 

Conic to cJfic T^tver’s (Edge 

Jacuzzis Fireplaces 
Fishing Hiking 
Mt. Bikes Canoes 

Great for fondles, 
Idea! for couples 

Upper Mountain Fork's 
only Luxury Cottages 

580.244.7296 

www. Rivers EdgeCottages, com 
Hwy 4 East of SmithvUle 
38 miles North of Broken Bow 



mimjiijjju 


gun 






CLAYTON 
COUNTRY INN 
and Restaurant 

• Large Guest Rooms 

• Cottages with Fireplaces 

• RV Hookups 

• Restaur ant Hours 
Mon-Sat 5:30pm -9:30pm 

1.4 miles South of Clayton on U.5. 271 
HC AO, Box B, Clayton, OK 74536 

( 918 ) 5694165 



* 26 riverfront pads 

* 30 & 50 amp M-serviee hock up 
elcc-scwcr-waicn 

* Fully maintained roads, laundry room, 

* Quiet surroundings guanuueed 

* Brand new 2 bedroom neural units 


♦Queen bods 


■ Centra] heat & air 


* Huge in-ground pod & cabana, 

• Fully furnished for 1 - 6 guests. 





c %e8toted 

^icfouatp 

'^ < ^CM4Se' $ 


918-465-5174 

Open Year Round 

100 West Cedar 
Wilburton, OK 


Oklahoma's i 


fCIAMICHl f 
CO£JNTRV 

Where Oklahoma s Day Begins ^ 



Wilderness Horseback 
Trail Riding/Camping in 
Scenic Kiamichis* 

www I nd ixanmosJ n d$>Kor^eca m p. co-ro 

Email ■ traiHMdeT@pi5p.net 

Pk91 8-569-4761 F*.9lS-569-4567 

HC-60 Box 62 
| Clayton, OK 74536 

Open 
Year- 
I Round 


1C Festival i 




Hugo, Oklahoma 
August 7- 10, 2002 

"The World's 
Oldest Bluegrass 
Festival 
Under One 
Management" 





Flintier 

Country 



FRONTIER COUNTRY 


For more information, contact us at 
1-800-386-6552 • www.oktourism.com 

„ . . 


OKIAHOMA. 

NAIM AMERICA 


We bring 
you 

the world. 



Listen online at 
www.kgou.org 


Public Radio 

KGOU=KROU 

The NPR Station 

106.3 FM 

105.7 FM 


Balloon Fest 2002 • August 9-10 

WILEY POST AIRPORT / N.W, SOTH & COUNCIL 



• 60 Hot Air Balloons • Bicycle Stunt Team 

•The Derby Deck Dash •Crafts & Exhibits 
•Skydiving Demonstrations 'Live Music & Morel 

www.balloonfest.con) / ^05-*/ 75-7006 



^ UuJ umo 

SOttepeare 

InthrmRK 

Oklahoma Shakespeare hi 
the Park’s Summer Season 
runs from June 13 through 
September L each Thursday 
through Sunday evening at 
8pm. Performances are held 
in EC Hafer Park, 9th and 
Bryant m Edmund. Fur 
more information call 
405/340-1222. 

SHOWS & DATES 

Tlic Comedy of Errors 
June U - July 17 (un fitly 4 slum*) 
All's Well ih.it Ends Well 
July It - August 4 

September t) 


A 

3 



S I' O NSUll Mi II > 

Sinvi 

Rjrk|iJEriL k tumili hind 
Allii d Aft* 

Okhlvniu Art* I'onmii 
Njiikiti.il fiikWim-nt tin- An* 



Discover adventure at the 
Oklahoma City Zoo. With more 
than 2,100 of the world's rare 
and exotic animals showcased 
throughout 110 acres, we’re 
one of the nations largest and 
finest zoological parks. 


© 


ziontittwi 

GUanona Ocy, OK 73-111 
1*05) 424-1344 


For Infonnation about activities and happenings, 
visil the Zoo online a! www.okczoo.com 



mmer': 


Family Fun Events, Championship Golf, Unique Shops 

1$ parks, IQ museums, 5 lakes, 3 golf 
courses and 1 Famous Eskimo doe! 

• Great Rates - Wonderful Family Lodging 

• Authentic farmers Market - Every Weds. St Sat 

• Histone Downtown Main Street District I 

• 27th A nniversary of Eskimo Joes - Juiy 15*21 

• Krazy Daze Community Shopping Extravaganza - MM wT I 

July 18-21 , fm I 


* Tracy Byrd S Gary Allan Concerts - August W 

* Payne County Free Fair - August 26-3 1 

* Willie Nelson & Ty England Concert IB 
August 29 


Spend the afternoon plnying golf til Smiupionship designed Lakeside 
Ci til ( Club tvr the Gulf Club *il Cimarron Trails, where green fees nrc 
always $20 ut less. Or, try K.irsten Creek Golf Club, named "Number One 
Collegiate Course in America" by Tmvd kind Leisure Magazine. 

Hospital ity... 

Ls c 7yT s,^:.r" ec 

L/ VTsitors Gu!d e j 


<800)991-6717 (405)743-3697 

WWW.COME2STILLWATER.COM CRISTY@C0WB0Y.NET 




Oklahoma r s Favorite 
Pizza since T 957 

New Quick Service 
Pizza-by-the-Slice: 

1 lam -2pm weekdays 

Space is Available for 
Group Reservations 


230 S. Knob lock 
Stillwater, OK 74074 

405 / 372-4777 

800 / 593-4777 

Additional Locations in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma Gty, Edmond & tforman 






OKIAHCM 

NAIM AMERICA 


FRONTIER COUNTRY 


For more information , contact us at 
1-800-386-6552 • www.oktourism.com 




Country 1 





Stay in the charming University of Oklahoma 
town of Norman. Home of prairie art and history, 
great dining and shopping ivith convenient access 
to Oklahoma City. -- 

www.visitnorman.com I IIIMI l\fjl 
1.800.767.7260 l/H lU/l JUI L 


Croup Tours Welcome 


NORMAN CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU 



FE5TIVAL 

OKLAHOMA 


August 30 - September 2 

Oklahoma City Community College 
SW 74 and May 

For more information, call (405) 682- 7536 



July 8-13, 2002 * SHAWNEE 


Top high school rodeo athletes will compete for over 
$200,000 COLD HARD CASH! We guarantee top rodeo 
competi ti on ■ Can you stand the jun } 

T wo performances daily Mon day- Friday, 9:00 am 7:30pm 

Finals performance Saturday, July 13, 7:30pm 

The Heart of Oklahoma Expo Center - the place to he for family fim! 
Located on Hwy, 177, four miles south of 1-40 in Skmvnec 

Ticket information; P.O. Box 1448, Shawnee, OK 74802-1448 

(405) 275-7G20 ■ (800) 762-7695 



Coles Garden 

Jio ral dE Oc u Ip fare TIC us earn 

\ m 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


Mm --Sat- 9am-6pm 
Sunday uam-6pm 

405/478-1529 

800/334-5576 

Monumental 
Sculptures on 
1 5 acres of 
beautiful gardens. 


Terrace Cafe 

5?^,, 0|)fu 7 days a 

4jnt' nwk uam-Tpm 

Wonderful 

Gift Shop 

Shop online at our website 

www.colesgarden.com 




I THEEND 


In th ts hall, you can stand on the stage and folk in a norma! voice, without raising your 
voice in any way, and anyone, anywhere in the hall con hear exactly what was said/' 

—Joel Levine on the Civic Center Music Hall 



The Civic Center auditorium m Oklahoma City, above, includes an acoustically advanced stage and can accommodate a 
range of performances, from dance and theater to films, concerts, and meetings. 


A Civic Centerpiece 


IRST-CLASS ENTERTAINMENT, 
top-of- the- line facility, urban 
progress, and historic architecture. 

In 1930, charged with meeting 
these goals, father and son architects 
Sid and S, Herbert Hare of Kansas 
City presented the plan for a down- 
rown auditorium to the Oklahoma 
City Planning Commission. “In 
Oklahoma City there can he no 
question that a Civic Center is a 
desirable and necessary phase of its 
civic development/ they wrote. 

Sixty-six years after the facility 
originally opened as the Municipal 
Auditorium, the Civic Center Music 
Hall has evolved into a masterpiece. 

The sixth of the nine MAPS 
projects to be completed, the music 


hall reopened on September 6, 2001, 
three years after the $52.6 million 
renovation began. Though the 
extensive process changed rhe hall's 
look, its art deco detail was carefully 
p rese rved , re tai n i n g t he cl ass ic 
limestone, original chandeliers, and 
stainless steel 

The crown jewel remains the 
Thelma Gaylord Performing Arts 
Theatre, redesigned to accompany 
2,500 patrons with three-tiered 
seating and intimate box seats that 
line the theater walls. Excellent 
sightlines make every seat supreme. 

Architects Richard R, Brown and 
Associates of Oklahoma City and 
Polshek Partnerships Architects in 
New York also incorporated cutting- 


edge acoustics and contemporary 
designs into the overall new look. 

The five-story atrium lobby 
combines rich red carpets with dark 
blue walls. Level after level of glass 
stairwells wind skyward. The state- 
of-the-art theater is newly equipped 
with the Concert Hall Shaper, a 
revolutionary stage designed to 
create concert-hall quality in 
multiarts auditorium facilities. 

All of these additions and upgrades 
combine to create a world-class 
facility. In a word, bravo, 

—Andrea Lopez Walker 

The Civic Center Music Hall is 
located in downtown Oklahoma City . 
(405) 297-2584 or okcciviccenter.org. 
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JOSEPH MILLS 



Is this woman : 


a) locating an Oklahoma Business 

b) renewing her nursing license 

c) planning a weekend getaway 

d) all of the above at... 

www.YourOklahoma.com 

The Official Web Site Of The Stale Of Oklahoma 
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W E WENT TO WORK IN 1906. 

NINETY-FIVE YEARS LATER, 
WE'VE GOT MORE ENERGY THAN EVER. 



NYSE SYMBOL: OKE 






